Statement From Mary MacDonald

Independent Candidate for The Cromarty Firth Ward

Thank you for your information sheet detailing the activities of Highland Children’s Forum.

You pose the question:

 “IF YOU ARE ELECTED WHAT IS YOUR COMMITMENT TO CHILDREN IN NEED IN HIGHLAND”

I have worked with young people and adults with special needs since 1984 as a trainer and manager with, Highland Council, North Highland College, Highland Society For Blind People and New Start Highland. 

I have often voiced my concerns to LEC, Councillors, Council Officers and Careers Scotland Representatives as to the lack opportunity for children as they move on from school. There are very few opportunities for these young adults to develop and build on their skills, this I will continue to raise elected or not. 
I worked with one profoundly disabled young man who the council would have funded to attend a specialist disabled college in England at thousands of pounds per term (even though he and his mother wanted to stay in Inverness) but would not fund a training place with a local charity at a cost of £60 per week. This I feel is wrong and I will continue to argue for better provision post secondary school for this group.
I would be happy to work with your group and champion your views if elected to the Highland Council.
