Statement from John Wood

Thank you for your message entitled ‘What are your resolutions for children in need in Highland in 2007?’

I completely agree with the points you make.   I do promise that if elected I and my fellow Green candidates will be champions for children.

One of the reasons I am standing for the Council is that I worked for the Council for ten years, and for the last 3 of them I was a Unison lead steward. So I have experienced the problems of insufficient funding, lack of transparency and poor support for frontline staff myself, from the inside – they are major problems across the Council as a whole.  It is a completely unacceptable culture which has simply got to change.

That experience (I resigned to set up my own business in 2004) and also since then as chair of Cromarty Primary School Board means your comments are all too familiar.  No-one takes responsibility.  Front-line services are continually cut back to fund – what?  I want to discover where the money is being spent and redirect it to where it is really needed.  I want to devolve budgets and decision making as far as possible to front line services and reverse the longstanding trend towards centralised control and low morale.

I am standing because the Council needs shaking up.  There has been too much hot air.  Now there is an opportunity with the new multi-member wards and single transferable vote system to make a difference.

I am sorry, but the existing Councillors have not delivered.  We need Councillors who will provide new thinking, as well as strategic political direction and who will support staff on the front line rather than a large collection of independent individuals who may be well-meaning but have been all too ready in practice to rubber-stamp the decisions of senior managers.   This is why I welcome the increased involvement of political parties, and have myself decided to stand for the Green Party and work with Green MSPs and other Councillors of all parties and none to make sure that real action is taken.  

There can be few more important issues than the support of children in need.    Greens are not just about the environment:  we are keen on empowering people and ensuring their voices are heard. 

One specific issue I am keen to address on the Black Isle is the future of Raddery.  We need to be sure that future provision is the best we can offer and not another cost-saving exercise. I am concerned that the Council are simply not taking account of what the present staff and children there want.  

I do not believe that front line services need to be cut and cut all the time.  I believe we could do much better and that is why I am standing in May.   In the last Parliament  there were 7 Green MSPs who have made a big impact.  Even one or two Green councillors here could make a real difference.  

So I hope your parents and carers will vote Green in the Black Isle, Dingwall and Seaforth, and North West and Central Sutherland.  We will all do our very best to change things for the better.
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