Statement from Darren Woods
 

Thank you for your literature I received over the weekend, I am one of tens of thousands of people that have there own childhood nightmares and one of the tens of thousands of adults that wished there was help when I was younger but times were different then, silence was the way family's and authorities dealt with things in those days.

 

Leaving my personal life aside, I worked for the Highland Council for almost 10 years and for the last two years I worked for the Housing service As you will know, this service is involved in many different situations involving children and young adults and the main feeling I came away with was "we could have done better"

 

I was shocked that the local social work department seems powerless to do anything to help our young and vulnerable and seem to spend hours in meetings tied up with reams of paper work and all along the child gets forgotten or the local authority seems to be more interested in making sure that they are ok and would never put themselves out to help a child. I will agree that some good things have come from the Scottish Executive and other agencies but again within the Highland council talk is cheap. They would rather spend thousands on meetings to talk about what's wrong rather than simply tackle important difficult decisions.

 

Although it is election time and what you would like me to say is, I will fight for resources but really, I have to be truthful from the start. I will of course fight for all the recourses available but I would like to start from the beginning and see where all the money has gone and what it was spent on. Was it the children or as I believe, absorbed by administration? I would like to arrange a meeting with social work and ask the direct questions that everyone one else seems to be afraid of and make it known that for the next 4 years min the children of Lochaber will have a new  ally.  Someone that understands their pain and frustrations, someone they can turn to and will not ignore them and leave then to suffer. I will make the people employed to care do their jobs.

 

I don't necessarily agree with the softly softly approach either as I firmly believe that awarding bad behaviour isn't the best way forward, sometimes someone coming along and simply not standing for your nonsense is what's needed, not someone fresh out of university offering boat trips and camping. We need to deal with the problems face on not from behind desks.

 

It is impossible for me to express all my views on helping children as this subject is very close to my heart but this I will guarantee, If elected I will work with Highland children's forum and I will ask the questions you want asked and stand there all day if needed waiting for the answers. I would be looking to set targets for achievements and be a lot more proactive not just reactive as it seems we are just now.

 

Children are our future I agree and my main wish is for then to have a better future than they do just now in the Highlands but we need to be strong enough to do the right things even when these are the difficult things. This takes someone that is strong & determined but above all theses children are looking for someone to stop the pain and abuse, that's why I ask the people to vote for woods.

 

I look forward to working with you all if I am lucky enough to be elected,  

Yours Sincerely

Darren Woods

