Statement by Deirdre Henderson  

Thank you for your manifesto in improving the lot of children in need and their parents / carers in the Highlands area.  

As a Community Worker, and having a husband who is a Social Worker specialising in working with children and families, I am well aware of how Councils and Health Boards often overlook the real needs of families under this kind of daily pressure. Unfortunately, the system works best for those who shout the loudest, which is clearly not fair.  In addition, I think that rural areas can suffer more as services are often centralised or patchy.

I would hope you would look to Solidarity's manifesto (www.solidarityscotland.org) to see that our policies are about redistributing wealth from those with the most to those most in need, whilst generating large amounts of money to invest in the very public services that are being cut or privatised, that you mention. We are the only party that wants to introduce a Carers allowance. We want to have smaller class sizes so that teachers can actually spend time with their pupils which should help in meeting individual needs better. 

I wish you well on your campaign. have you ever thought of putting a petition before the Scottish Parliament on the basic services that should be available to children in need and their families / carers?
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