(Insert your name and address here)

Dear (insert name here) MSP

We are writing to ask you to sign up to the undernoted motion which was lodged by Robin Harper MSP at the Scottish Parliament.

S3M-3965 

Re-establishment of Access to Play in Planning Policies
—That the Parliament congratulates the Alliance for Childhood on the occasion of its first conference held at the Scottish Parliament on 23 April 2009; notes the terms of Article 31 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child; expresses its concern that, although Scottish Planning Policy 11 established the principle that access to play should be embedded in planning policies, this principle has been extracted from the new planning policy document, and calls on the Scottish Government to re-establish this principle and reaffirm its commitment to incorporating the terms of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in full in all appropriate public policy areas.

One of the main reasons we are asking that you sign up to this, is that Play should be included in the SPP11 Planning Document for the following reasons:

· Children’s need and right to play and the provision of space to this end should be fully acknowledged.


· Planning for play requires different consideration to accessibility and fitness for purpose than does planning for other recreation spaces.

· Particular consideration of the needs of disabled children and young people is required. In their 2008 UK report, The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child made the following Concluding Observation:

‘The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts to guarantee the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts. The State party should pay particular attention to provide children, including those with disabilities, with adequate and accessible playground spaces to exercise their play and leisure activities.’
· In Rotterdam, ‘norms’ provide guidelines on planning for the size, location and type of play area (using demographic data). These are used to determine where there are shortages of space for play and how this can be improved.

· The SPP ‘seeks to place planning in the wider context of Scottish Government aims and policies’. Recent Government documents significantly feature play (e.g. the ‘Early Years Framework’, ‘Equally Well’ and ‘Achieving Our Potential’) yet this link is not made in the SPP. There is also the possibility of a play fund through Inspiring Scotland and the Scottish Government, currently being researched.

· The section on community engagement should include consideration of the needs of children and young people and meaningful involvement of children, young people and children’s professionals to this end.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely

(insert your name here)


