Princesses and other stories
Children love stories and story telling. Stories about princesses, dragons or other favourite characters can open up opportunities for talking to children about their own lives, and often children are thrilled to hear a character in a fairy story have their name and then they can associate with that character. 

This method was used to ask a girl with very limited communication about her experience of a respite care setting. We’ll call the girl Vicky. Vicky was very fond of stories about princesses and so forth as many 8 year old girls are. Vicky uses a switch for communication and so was able to take part in stories that had repeating lines by joining in at the right time. Many different stories were tried and ‘My Cat Likes to Hide in Boxes’ came out tops. The story was made of rhyming couplets. 
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My Cat Likes to Hide in Boxes be Eve Sutton, Published by Puffin

A story was written in rhyming couplets about a Princess Vicky. This included lots of things Vicky was known to like (such as her brother getting in to trouble) and didn’t like (such as bedtime). Rhyming couplets were used to put alternately on the switch, in response to the question in the story 
“Does Vicky like this?”
as either: 
“I like this, I like this, I like this you see, this is very nice for me” 
or 
“No, no, no, I don’t like it, not one teeny tiny bit”

Once Vicky had got the hang of this, her real story, a journey through her daily routine, was written with “Does Vicky like this?” asked at regular points. The switch was set up alternately for the positive and negative responses and it was explained to Vicky that she should only press the switch if she did like it for the positive response, or didn’t like it for the negative response. The story was then repeated a few times in different settings to see if Vicky was consistent in what she did and didn’t like. 

