What are your resolutions 
for children in need in Highland in 2007?
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“If people listen to me” Jack aged 11 
Dear Candidate,

If you are elected how do you intend to contribute to improving the lives of children in need and their parents/carers in Highland?

The Scottish Executive has brought forward many good policies and the Council and Health Board have sought to implement them but these have not yet sufficiently improved the lives of children in need. These policies now need to be resourced properly.

Here are only some examples of the situation in Highland.
BUDGETS

In Highland we have been subject to restricted and reduced budgets for children’s services in both Local Authority and Health over the last two years.

Efforts to determine who is responsible for these cuts lead to disputed figures and mutual blaming! Is it the Scottish Executive settlement or local decision making? There needs to be complete transparency in the funding of services for children.
Last year Highland Council was forced to cut £630,000 from the Special Educational Needs budget. The 2007/08 budget indicates further frontline cuts and cuts in the managers and specialists that support frontline staff in educating children in need in mainstream classrooms. No impact assessment has been done to determine the effect of these decisions on the future opportunities of children. There needs to be a transparent process of impact assessment undertaken prior to the decision to cut services to vulnerable groups.
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Mental health services for children and adolescents in Highland have been under pressure for years. The new national ten year mental health strategy for children and adolescents has been announced by the Scottish Executive. However Health Boards have been warned that no new money will be available to implement it. Childhood mental health illness has the potential to have life limiting effects on suffers. The policy has to be adequately funded or it will not bring about the required improvement in services for children and young people. 
CONSULTING CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN NEED 
The Scottish Executive has instructed service providers to design their services through consultation with service users - including children and young people. However no specific funds have been allocated to services to undertake this consultation work. Small scale consultations with children of all ages and with a range of challenges have been done and brought a unique insight to services. Consulting service users must be fully incorporated into service design and properly funded if services are to be fit for purpose. 

IF YOU ARE ELECTED WHAT IS YOUR COMMITMENT TO CHILDREN IN NEED IN HIGHLAND?

How will you contribute to improving the situation for children in need?

Children are the future of the Highlands – will you invest in meeting their needs now and help them to realise their potential? 

A fulfilled child and supported carers can better contribute to the economic and social future of the Highlands.

Children in need have a right to have their voice heard!
Their parents and carers need to know your intentions.

ARE YOU WILLING TO BE A CHAMPION FOR CHILDREN IN NEED IN HIGHLAND?
TELL US WHAT YOU INTEND TO DO SO THAT WE CAN TELL OUR MEMBERS.
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