Highland Children’s Forum

Representing Children and Young People in Need in Highlands


Funding for Additional Support for Learners: ECS  Committee 21st May 2009.
The Children’s Forum welcomes this paper that is being presented to Thursday’s ECS Committee.

The Forum has always recognised that the Council had made its budget reductions as a result of severe pressures on its overall budget and has lobbied both the current and previous Scottish governments on better funding for Highland. The paper shows the importance of the Impact Assessment process as it reveals the actual effects of these decisions.
The Forum would draw your attention to the real experience of staff and pupils contained in Section 6 and the concluding statement at Section 7.6 “The ASL budget savings have reduced levels of educational support to some pupils with disabilities.” 

The testimony, principally from school staff, in Section 6 clearly shows:

That the progressive reductions in budgets is having a direct impact on the education and future opportunities of pupils with additional support needs.
That there are increasing numbers of young people with additional needs in Highland schools.

That the complexity of need is increasing and that there can be multiple impacts on vulnerable families from changes in service provision in Education, Social Services and Health
That budget reductions have reduced the capacity of the centre to support schools with the specialist information and training needed to support children with additional need.

That there is growing concern about the increasing numbers of pupils who are receiving part-time education – sometimes through non statutory “informal exclusion” processes - because of the inability of schools to support them in the mainstream setting.

The recommendations in Section 8 are also welcomed but it is vital that:

The recommended stakeholder consultation must directly engage with pupils and their parent carers and frontline staff to develop a genuine understanding of the impact on individual pupils and the entire school community.

That the implementation of the “Getting it right for every child” process must recognise the pressures within schools so that the process has a genuine chance of success.

That the trends analysis process must develop a picture of the totality of need across learners in Highland including un-met need. 
This paper gives an opportunity for services to start to develop a definitive picture of the scale and nature of the need for Additional Support for Learning in Highland and the likely cost of addressing that need in years to come. That cost will be both the financial cost of services and the cost in lost opportunities to young people whose needs are not adequately addressed.
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