Highland Children’s Forum
Representing Children and Young People in need in Highland

Four Highland young People with additional support needs challenges win prestigious award at the national Festival of Politics at Holyrood.

The Highland Children’s Forum team were amongst the very few young people attending the conference who had additional support needs.

Four young people, Graeme Colgan of Invergordon, Rebecca Nicholson, Laurie Chattington and Gemma Mackintosh of Inverness, members of Highland Children’s Forum, have had a busy time over the last few weeks. 

They were preparing to attend the `Festival of Politics’ at the Scottish Parliament on Saturday 20th August. The Carnegie Trust had sponsored a competition for attendees  - “Get the Picture”,  which entailed the young people reporting on an issue about which they felt strongly. It was a wide brief with a choice of audio, video or written. There were a lot of issues about which they felt strongly but they decided on – a challenge to the general public to attempt to understand what it is like to have disabilities and challenges. 

They chose to make a podcast and with invaluable help from Gill Sutherland and young people with additional support needs who attend `The Meeting Place` in Culloden, and advice from James MacDonald of Moray Firth Radio it was all completed just in time for them to take with them on their trip to Edinburgh. In the event two of the young people couldn’t go on the trip but Rebecca and Graeme set out at the crack of dawn, wheelchairs and other kit safely stowed for their big adventure to the seat of power.
The Highland Children’s Forum team were amongst the very few young people attending the conference who had additional support needs.
They acquitted themselves very well in the `Market Place` at which they publicised their issues, Highland Children’s Forum and Rebecca’s Facebook page ‘missiebeable`, and in the workshop on successful campaigning.  After this a flavour of Parliamentary life came in the culmination - a lively debate in Holyrood’s Debating Chamber after which the competition winners were announced. 
To their delight the young people had won the audio section and had no time for this to sink in before they were announced as overall winners of the competition. Tam Baillie, the Scottish Children’s Commissioner, presented the prize of a video camera and the opportunity to return to Edinburgh for a residential trip to work with media professionals to develop their reporting skills and to progress their issue.
Isabel Paterson, Chair of Highland Children’s Forum, commented: “The Forum is very proud of the achievement of these young people. We were very pleased to support them to attend the Festival. They have demonstrated their considerable potential and represented what can be achieved when young people with additional needs are given opportunities and appropriate support.”
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