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Information Bulletin November 2008
Welcome to all new network members who are receiving this for the first time.  Simply click on the links to access the relevant information or contact Nicola and ask her to post you a copy of the document.  If there’s something you’d like to see in the next bulletin, or anything you wish to discuss with me, please contact me using one of the numbers below. (My usual working days are Tues – Thurs.) If you decide you no longer wish to receive this mailing, either reply to the email, putting UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box, or phone Nicola and ask her to remove your name from our mailing list. 

Linda Noble

Development Officer: Children and Young People

linda.noble@enable.org.uk 

Tel: 07894 567494 (mobile)

       0131 453 4651 (office)

Nicola Close

Secretary/Administrator

nicola.close@enable.org.uk
Tel: 0141 226 4541

Events

Additional Support for Learning Focus Groups - if you would like the chance to have your say about the ASL legislation and how it has affected your child (positively or otherwise), come along to a focus group to share your experiences. The meetings are being organised by a campaign group called For Scotland’s Disabled Children which is made up of many voluntary organisations including ENABLE Scotland, Down’s Syndrome Scotland, Contact a Family and Capability Scotland. The information you give will be confidential but will be fed back to the Scottish Government as part of their review of the Act.  Dates and venues are as follows:

	Date
	Venue
	Address

	Tues 11th Nov
	Glasgow
	National Autistic Society, Central Chambers, 1st  Floor, 109 Hope Street, Glasgow, G2 6LL

	Wed 12th Nov
	Aberdeen
	Kaimhilll Community Centre, Pitmedden Terrace, AB10 7HR

	Wed 19th Nov
	Dumfries
	Venue to be confirmed.

	Thurs 20th Nov
	Perth
	Capability Scotland, Upper Springland, Isla Road, Perth PH2 7HQ

	Tues 25th Nov
	Hawick
	Tower Mill, Heart of Hawick, Kirkstile, Hawick (’Beanscene'. Room 205, 2nd floor.)

	Thurs 27th Nov
	Inverness
	Church of Scotland, Sir Walter Scott Drive, Inverness

	Mon 1st Dec
	Edinburgh
	Capability Scotland, Head Office, 11 Ellersly Road, Edinburgh EH12 6HY


If you are interested in taking part in any of these groups, please let me know by contacting me on one of the phone numbers at the beginning of this bulletin, or email me at linda.noble@enable.org.uk Travel expenses can be reimbursed and refreshments will be provided.

The Scottish Premiere of “ Including Samuel”, 11th November 2008, Paisley, 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm  - Shown at film festivals around the world, Dan Habib’s new 58-minute documentary film Including Samuel examines the educational and social inclusion of youth with disabilities. The film is built on the personal journey of Habib and his family to make Samuel, aged 7, part of educational and recreational activities open to kids without physical, learning or emotional disabilities. Including Samuel also features four other families with varied inclusion experiences, plus interviews with teachers, parents and disability rights experts. To book email: inspiringinc@btinternet.com or call Jaynie on 07837265159. Tickets cost  £10 or £4 for under 18s, students or people who rely on benefits. Buy 4 tickets and get a 25% discount.

Inclusion Scotland Roadshows – Inclusion Scotland are a consortium of organisations of disabled people. Their aim is to reverse the social exclusion experienced by many people with disabilities. They are holding a series of roadshows over the next 3 years and the next two dates are: 

· Inches Church Hall in Inverness on Friday 14th November 2008, 10am-3pm. Discussion will be on accessible transport and housing.

· Carnegie Conference Centre, Dunfermline, Fife, on Friday 5th December 2008, 10am-3pm. Discussion will be on accessible transport and housing and Home Care/Independent Living.

To book a place, go to http://www.inclusionscotland.org/ , phone Donna McSwiggan on 0141 887 7090 or email information@inclusionscotland.org 

International Day of Persons with Disabilities – 3rd December 2008. Dignity and justice for all is the theme of this year’s International Day for Persons with Disabilities, as well as for the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. For more information visit: www.un.org/disabilities
News

Placing Requests - As a result of the Scottish Government’s recent consultation on proposed amendments to the Education (Additional Support for Learning) Scotland Act 2004, some changes have been made to the legislation which may affect you. In a news release last month, the government confirmed that “parents of children with additional support needs, including those with a co-ordinated support plan (CSP), will now be able to request that their child attend a school in another local authority, through an out of area placing request. Where a child has a CSP - the educational plan to meet their needs - parents will also have a right to appeal to the ASN Tribunal for Scotland if the placing request is refused. Furthermore, when a child is attending a school in another authority as a result of a placing request they will now have access to mediation and dispute resolution from the new 'host' authority.” To read the full news release, go to: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/10/07092746
Benefits Advice – On 27th October 2008, Incapacity Benefit and Income Support for people with health problems was replaced by the Employment and Support Allowance (ESA). For advice on how this might affect you, phone the Contact a Family freephone helpline on 0808 808 3555 or the Benefits Helpline on 0800 882200. You can also download information leaflets about ESA from the Department for Work and Pensions website at www.dwp.gov.uk/esa/resources.asp 

Extra Working Tax Credit for parents whose child receives DLA - Surveys have shown that many parents are missing out on this as they haven’t informed HM Revenues and Customs that their child is in receipt of DLA. Check your entitlement on the Working Families website at http://www.workingfamilies.org.uk/asp/family_zone/f_welcome.asp or phone one of the Rights Workers at One Parent Families Scotland on 0808 801 0323.

Partners in Advocacy now provide free and independent advocacy for children and young people (11 – 21 years) who use community mental health services in Edinburgh. Under the Mental Health (Care & Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003, anyone in Scotland who has a mental illness, learning disability or personality disorder has the right to access independent advocacy. If you would like more information or to refer a child or young person contact Pauline Bell on 0131 478 7724 or email pauline@partnersinadvocacy.org.uk. 

Family Fund in Scotland – As from September of this year, the Family Fund can now consider applications from families in Scotland up to a young person’s 17th birthday. All other eligibility criteria remain the same. The Family Fund gives about 48,000 grants each year to families who are on low incomes and have disabled children. If you have any queries about the Fund, contact Judy Panton, Scotland coordinator, on 01592 874541 or email her at jup@familyfund.org.uk 

Family Fund Extra – a new service from the Family Fund that will offer discounted goods and services such as electrical products and holidays, to families with disabled children. Supporters will be able to make donations and donate as they shop. This exciting new venture will be launched later this year but you can register now at: http://www.familyfundextra.org.uk 

Contact a Family podcast about Carers’ Allowance - The podcast explains the main criteria for claiming Carer's Allowance, how to claim it and where to get further support in claiming this benefit. To listen to the podcast visit Web: http://www.cafamily.org.uk/news/podcasts.html
Participate in a Learning Disability Survey – (click on link below) 

Autism and Employment Study  

Researchers at Goldsmiths, University of London, want to find out about the emotional, physical and financial impacts on people with autism spectrum disorders and their families. They would like to hear from you if you are: 

· an adult with a diagnosed autism spectrum disorder

· a parent of a person with a diagnosed autism spectrum disorder.

Looking for Funding for an Adapted Computer? 

AbilityNet  have a large number of factsheets and skills sheets about computers and IT. If you are looking for funding towards a computer and you have a disability then download their factsheet Funding for an adapted computer.
New support service for families of children who are deaf or who have severe speech and language difficulties – Donaldson’s College are offering parents and carers the opportunity to talk to a range of professionals regarding any issues they may have on topics such as finance, benefits, medical advice and education as well as being able to socialise with other parents and share their experiences. More information can be found at www.donaldsons.org.uk 

Reports

Choosing a School: a guide for parents 2008/2009 – guidance produced by the Scottish Government to advise parents on the placing request system and how to choose the right school for your child. You can find it at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/242590/0067467.pdf 

Are You Entitled to Help with Health Costs? – This document tells you exactly what you are entitled to free under the NHS and what you might have to pay for. Download it at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/242377/0067445.pdf 

Children in Scotland recently conducted a survey of more than 1200 children, young people and their carers in North Ayrshire to find out what they thought about how the Additional Support for Learning Act was being implemented in their local area. Most pupils and parents were positive about their experiences, but some felt that there was room for improvement. A summary of the report and a media release can be found on the Children in Scotland website at www.childreninscotland.org.uk 

Websites

www.healthtalkonline.org is a charity website that lets you share other people’s experiences of health and illness. The information is based on qualitative research into patients’ experiences, led by experts at the University of Oxford. They recently added 2 new sections – Life on the Autistic Spectrum which contains interviews with 20 adults with autism; and Parents of Children with Autism, in which 45 parents talk about their everyday lives with their children, who range in age from 3 to 57. Both sites include a range of resources including links to and contact details of over 200 organisations, support groups and helplines.

www.handsonscotland.co.uk is an online resource developed by NHS Fife and Barnardos and commissioned by HeadUpScotland, the national project for children and young people’s mental health. It contains lots of practical information and tips on how to respond helpfully to young people’s troubling behaviour, build up their self-esteem and promote a sense of positive mental wellbeing.

http://thecoupleconnection.net/  is a brand new online service to help parents meet the challenge of parenting disabled children, giving them the tools they need to strengthen their relationship with each other and network with other parents who share similar experiences. It can be used by mums and dads separately or by couples wanting to work through issues together.

Petitions

Assessment, Diagnostic and Appeals Procedure for Autistic Spectrum Disorders – Petition calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to review the current assessment, diagnosis and appeals procedures for Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) to ensure that these fully meet the needs of children and to consider whether all the support that is necessary within the education system is in place to support children diagnosed with ASD. To sign this e-petition, go to: http://epetitions.scottish.parliament.uk/view_petition.asp?PetitionID=278 

Fair Play for Children Petition – a petition on the Prime Minister’s website urging him to make the provision of play services a statutory obligation for all local authorities in the UK. You can find this petition at: http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Play-Right  

Dates for My Diary in November

11/11/08 – Fair Deal for Families: learning from the experience of parents with a learning disability. Evening reception at the Scottish Parliament to launch a new report.

12/11/08 – Reception at the Scottish Parliament to launch the results of a major survey by the charity Mindroom to highlight the numbers of children with recognised learning difficulties.

13/11/08 – Cross Party Group for Children and Young People at the Scottish Parliament. Theme for this meeting will be the impact of alcohol on early health and development.

20/11/08 – Young Scotland in Mind AGM and conference. Theme is Addressing Inequalities in Mental Health and Wellbeing for Children and Young People in Scotland.

20/11/08 – evening reception at the Scottish Parliament to mark Universal Children’s Day. Theme is children’s rights, following on from the publication of the Concluding Observations of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

(If you would like further information on any of these events, or feedback following them, please contact me.)

Enable Scotland, Charity No SC009024 and company limited by guarantee Reg No 278976 Scotland (full details of associated companies and branches can be supplied on request).
�











PAGE  
1

