Highland Children’s Forum

Representing Children and Young People in Need in Highland


The Forum sends the warmest festive greetings to all Bulletin readers and looks forward to working with you all for the benefit of children and young people in the coming year!

Children’s Champions Briefing Note 22nd December 2011

Parenting Across Scotland Newsletter 14.12.11
Growing Up in Scotland  
How do parents use services during their child’s early years and how does informal social support relate to service use? Read the latest report from Growing Up in Scotland 
Mediating between parents and children can prevent homelessness 
According to new research, thousands of young people could be saved from homelessness trauma through investment in mediation services. Read the report by Edinburgh Cyrenians 
Supporting birth mothers 
Birth mothers who have lost a child or children through adoption are amongst the most socially excluded and disadvantaged. Find out how a new initiative from Scottish Adoption is providing a Chance 4change
‘fix us parents so we can fix our kids’ 
A new group work intervention with parents of children in care in West Lothian is helping young people and their parents and also saving money
CYP Now E Bulletin 19.12.11

Underage sex on the rise among girls, NHS survey reveals
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Health/article/1109681/underage-sex-rise-among-girls-nhs-survey-reveals/?DCMP=EMC-CONCYPNow%20Daily
HCF Comment: This is the NHS England Annual Health Survey
Scottish Government News Bulletin 19.12.11
Better system for child witnesses
New equipment and revised guidance to improve justice system for children.
Read the full news article
CYP Now Bulletin 20.12.11
Infant mental health: 'the next frontier for early intervention'
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Health/article/1108913/infant-mental-health-the-next-frontier-early-intervention/
HCF Comment: This is an article based on early intervention services for infant mental health in England.
Children in Scotland News Service 20.12.11

CHILDREN PUT AT RISK BY SHORTAGE OF FOSTER FAMILIES
Guardian    Click here to read more     Scotsman   Click here to read more
Reconstruct Research Bulletin 20.12.11 
Violence against Stepchildren and Fatal Child Homicides
Studies over the years have explored the direct relationship between step parenting and child abuse.   Download the latest paper now.
Children in Scotland News Service 21.12.11
ONE IN SEVEN CHILDREN 'DRINKING REGULARLY' 
The scale of Scotland's under-age alcohol problem was laid bare yesterday, when a new survey showed more than one-third of 15-year-olds and one in seven 13-year-olds admitted they had taken a drink in the previous week.          Scotsman  Click here to read more
APPEAL AIMS TO AVERT A CRISIS OVER FOSTERING 
Scotsman   Click here to read more
Scottish Government News Service 22.12.11

Teenage smoking rate at its lowest for 30 years 
However, the survey also indicates that, while alcohol consumption among 13 and 15-year-olds has dropped in the past two years, the number of youngsters who admit being drunk has crept up, while previous declines in illicit drug use among the age group – predominantly cannabis – have tailed off.

And 23.12.11
Support for young people
£1.5 million funding to support up to 1,000 disadvantaged young people into work.
Read the full news article
If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Celia Baxter, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on celia@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
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