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Herald 29.11.11

Teachers attack failure to exclude problem pupils
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/teachers-attack-failure-to-exclude-problem-pupils.16297463
Children’s Society News Release 12.1.12

Key to children's happiness revealed, charity calls for 'radical new approach' to childhood

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/news-views/press-release/key-childrens-happiness-revealed-charity-calls-radical-new-approach-childho
11.1.12

A letter to David Cameron from a young lady in the Highlands who has Tourettes
Dear Mr Cameron,

I've finally decided to speak out about my daily battle with Tourette Syndrome due to being outraged after hearing your comment, saying that sitting opposite Ed Balls, the shadow Chancellor, during Prime Minister’s Questions is “Like having someone with Tourettes sitting opposite you.” I can’t sit back in silence after a comment like that. I’m not quite sure what you were aiming to achieve with that ‘off the cuff’ remark or what you meant by it. Is there something wrong with having someone with Tourettes sitting opposite you? Are you suggesting we are annoying or distracting if we sit near you?

A comment like that would be enough to put me off leaving the safety of my own home because if I was unable to realize the ignorance behind that comment, I would possibly believe that I was an annoyance and a distraction to everyone around me and, by going out, I would be getting in the way of peoples education at school for example. Luckily, I can see the ignorance in that comment but sadly, that ignorance is far too common. 

Many people will argue that one small comment made by you has been blown way out of proportion and that it was just a bit of humour but it is something that, for those who know what living with Tourettes is like, – the pain that our involuntary actions can cause us, the embarrassment of the funny looks we receive, the target we are made for bullies, the frustration caused by peoples’ lack of understanding – we find rather offensive. What’s more, if you can make ‘off the cuff’ remarks like that then surely that sends out the message that it is okay for others to make ‘off the cuff’ remarks too, right? 

You did however issue an apology for your comment. What a shame it’s far too late for that and you have already offended much of the population of Britain. You have now displayed your lack of thought before speaking, your cheap joke that hasn’t left anyone laughing and your ignorance towards disabilities such as Tourette Syndrome. Bravo Sir!

I would quite happily sit opposite you just so that you can truly know what it’s like to have someone with Tourette Syndrome sit across from you. Then, maybe, you’re understanding of the condition would be expanded and you would see how tiring, painful and frustrating the condition really is and certainly not something to joke about.

Yours Sincerely

E………. D…………. (age 16)
HCF Comment: This letter was sent to the Forum to be shared with Bulletin readers. This is an excellent example of the voice of young people!

Herald 30.12.12
Teachers blamed for pupils' poor results 

The Scottish Parent Teacher Council (SPTC) said parenting was becoming an "easy target" when pupils underachieved.
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/education/teachers-blamed-for-pupils-poor-results.15887966
Herald 31.12.11 
Charity claims new study reveals the true cost of child exploitation
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/crime-courts/charity-claims-new-study-reveals-the-true-cost-of-child-exploitation.16270704
Herald 2.1.12
New police tactic cuts crime 

A pioneering police division in Strathclyde has cut serious violent crime by a record 20% by identifying and tackling specific "problem families" and helping to find jobs for young people in trouble.

http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/crime-courts/new-police-tactic-cuts-crime.16164485
Herald 3.1.12
Call for parents [and pupils] to get more say in education 

Parents and pupils should be given a greater influence over council decisions which affect schools, according to an organisation that represents parents. The National Parent Forum of Scotland said more local authorities should allow representatives of pupils and parents to sit on council education committees.
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/education/call-for-parents-to-get-more-say-in-education.16019335
HCF Comment: In Highland the Youth Convenor has voting rights at the Education Culture and Sport Committee but the Forum would certainly support any move to increase the voice of children and young people in the decisions that affect their futures.
CYP Bulletin Now 4.1.12
Winter fuel scheme fails to reach families in need, charity claims

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/1110488/winter-fuel-scheme-fails-reach-families-need-charity-claims/?DCMP=EMC-CONCYPNow%20Daily
Number of children living in poverty set to rocket
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Childcare_and_Early_Years/article/1110512/number-children-living-poverty-set-rocket/?DCMP=EMC-CONCYPNow%20Daily
Lack of routine jeopardises pupils' chance of achievement, study finds
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Education/article/1110464/lack-routine-jeopardises-pupils-chance-achievement-study-finds/?DCMP=EMC-CONCYPNow%20Daily
HCF Comment: Based on research in England.

Herald 4.1.12

Quango 'will control schools' 

Local authority control of schools is under threat from the creation of Scotland's newest education quango, teachers' leaders have warned. Unions say the founding of the Education Scotland quango by the Scottish Government has created a body that has unrivalled power over education.

http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/education/quango-will-control-schools.16187878
Children in Scotland News Service 4.1.12

STACKING SHELVES AT TESCO 'IS BETTER-PAID THAN SUPPLY TEACHING'
Scotsman  Click here to read more 

ONE IN FIVE CHILDREN IN SCOTLAND LEFT IN THE COLD 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
COUPLES WITH TWO CHILDREN FACE £1,250 CUT IN INCOME IN REAL TERMS BY 2015   Scotsman   Click here to read more
Herald 5.1.12
Call for child abuse counselling scheme to be extended 

Sacro, the Scottish community justice voluntary organisation, that has established a new counselling scheme to help victims of child abuse while in care is now leading calls for the creation of a UK-wide agency to aid abused youngsters.
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/call-for-child-abuse-counselling-scheme-to-be-extended.16245413
Children in Scotland News Service 5.1.12

CHILD LABOUR DANGERS 'ON RISE' IN UK   Scotsman  Click here to read more 

'BOG STANDARD' SCOTTISH SCHOOLS CRITICISED
BBC News – website  Click here to read more 
Herald 6.1.12 
Teachers blame cuts as stress levels soar
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/education/teachers-blame-cuts-as-stress-levels-soar.16370808
Children in Scotland News Service 6.1.12
TEACHERS AWARDED £650,000 FOR INJURIES AND STRESS
Scotsman  Click here to read more
 

KINSHIP CARE CLAIM UNDER FIRE
Scottish councils challenge Government claims that "significant resources" have been given to meet commitments on kinship care.   Scotsman  Click here to read more 

TEACHERS BLAME CUTS AS STRESS LEVELS SOAR  Herald  Click here to read more 

HELP URGENTLY NEEDED TO EASE TEACHERS' STRESS LEVELS
Leader concludes too many teachers are struggling under pressure without appropriate support and this is bad for them and their pupils.    Herald  Click here to read more
Children in Scotland 9.1.12
CHILDREN WHO SHALL INHERIT THE GIRTHScotland on Sunday  Click here to read more
CYP Now 10.1.12
Needs of older children in care forgotten, Barnardo's chief claims
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/1111026/needs-older-children-care-forgotten-barnardos-chief-claims/?DCMP=EMC-CONCYPNow%20Daily
Child poverty hotspots revealed
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Joint_working/article/1111079/child-poverty-hotspots-revealed/?DCMP=EMC-CONInPractice
Children in Scotland News Service 10.1.12
POVERTY HITS ONE SCOTTISH CHILD IN FIVE 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
SCOTTISH CHILD POVERTY HOTSPOTS REVEALED
BBC News – online   Click here to read more
CHILDREN 'SWITCHING FROM TV TO MOBILE INTERNET'
BBC News – online Click here to read more
Children in Scotland 12.1.12
ONE IN 10 BRITISH CHILDREN ARE UNHAPPY, SAY RESEARCHES
Guardian  Click here to read more
CREATING BETTER EDUCATION   Scotsman  Click here to read more
LIVES OF PUPILS WITH ASTHMA 'PUT AT RISK BY INHALER RULES'
Scotsman  Click here to read more
FEARS ASTHMATIC SCHOOLCHILDREN DENIED INHALERS
Herald  Click here to read more
Children in Scotland News Service 13.1.12
DO MORE TO PROTECT CHILDREN, TWITTER TOLD
Scotsman   Click here to read more
CLASSROOM 'CRISIS' AS TEACHERS STAGE BOYCOTT OF SUPPLY WORK
Scotsman  Click here to read more
CORE SYLLABUS  Scotsman   Click here to read more
LEAGUE-TABLE CULTURE NEGLECTS MOST PUPILS, SAY ACADEMICS
TESS  Click here to read more
LEADERS OF OUTDOOR LEARNING WARY OF BACKLASH FROM RED TAPE  TESS   Click here to read more
ADES: CLOSING SCHOOLS WILL BOOST RURAL EDUCATION
TESS  Click here to read more
EDUCATION SCOTLAND COULD BE A BEAUTY OR A BEAST OF AN ORGANISATION TO WORK WITH   TESS  Click here to read more
If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Celia Baxter, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on celia@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
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