Children’s Champions Briefing Note 15th April 2011
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Children in Scotland News Service 8.4.11

OPINION - PATERNITY LEAVE SHOULD NOT GO TOO FAR
Scotsman     Click here to read more
SIBLING RIVALRY 'GOOD FOR CHILDREN' 
Guardian     Click here to read more
COMPUTER GAMERS LESS LIKELY TO GO TO UNIVERSITY 
Guardian     Click here to read more
 POSITIVE PARENTING SCHEME 'RAISED IQs' IN EARLY YEARS 
TESS    Click here to read more
Children in Scotland News Service 11.4.11 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS COST PARENTS £1400 PER CHILD 
Scotsman   Click here to read more
CHILDHOODS LOST AS YOUNGSTERS FORCED TO GROW UP TOO QUICKLY 
Scotsman   Click here to read more
FEARS OVER SCREEN TIME     Scotsman     Click here to read more
JAMIE'S SCHOOL DINNERS ARE GIVING PUPILS SOME FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Scotsman      Click here to read more
PERSPECTIVE: TIME FOR ADULTS TO GROW UP AND LET CHILDREN BE CHILDREN 
Scotsman      Click here to read more
Children in Scotland Policy Update 8.4.11
Week ending 8th April 2011. 

The Scottish Parliament has been dissolved ahead of elections on 5th May 2011.
The UK Parliament is is recess from 6 - 26 April 2011.
 
Policy News and Announcements
Children’s Hearings Scotland Chair Appointed, 07/04/11 
The Minister for Children and Early Years has confirmed the appointment of Craig Spence as chair of Children's Hearings Scotland. For more information click here
Consultations
If you wish to raise any issues, or contribute to Children in Scotland’s response to these calls for evidence please contact policy@childreninscotland.org.uk or 0131 222 2412.
CURRENT
Review of Teacher Employment in Scotland 
Deadline 24/04/11    For more information click here
Sharing customer data between DWP and local authorities: Call for evidence [E/S/W] 
Deadline 25/04/11    For more information click here
Consultation on Processing fee for intercountry adoptions 
Deadline 30/05/11     For more information click here
A Consultation on the Common Core of Skills, Knowledge Understanding and Values for the Children's Workforce in Scotland 
Deadline 15/06/11    For more information click here 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission Consultation [E/S/W]
Deadline 15/06/11    For more information click here
Forced Marriage Statutory Guidance Consultation 
Deadline 01/07/11    For more information click here
Parliamentary Proceedings 
Legislation in progress
Health and Social Care Bill [E/NI/S/W]
Public Bodies Bill [E/NI/S/W]
Scotland Bill (E/S]
Welfare Reform Bill [E/NI/S/W]
Committees
Home Affairs Committee responds to consultation on the future of the Equality and Human Rights Commission, 07/04/11 [E/S/W]  For more information click here
Welfare Reform Bill Committee continues taking evidence, 05/04/11 [E/NI/S/W] 
For more information click here
Oral Questions
Child Trafficking Oral Question, 05/04/11 [E/NI/S/W]   For more information click here
Written Answers
Universal Credit Written Answer, 05/04/11 [E/S/W]   For more information click here
Universal Credit Written Answer, 05/04/11 [E/S/W]    For more information click here
Universal Credit Written Answer, 05/04/11 [E/S/W]     For more information click here
Child Benefit Written Answer, 05/04/11 [E/NI/S/W]     For more information click here
Child Poverty Written Answer, 04/04/11 [E/NI/S/W]     For more information click here
Universal Credit Written Answer, 04/04/11 [E/S/W]     For more information click here
Disability Written Answer, 04/04/11 [E/NI/S/W]            For more information click here
Child Tax Credit Written Answer, 04/04/11 [E/NI/S/W]   For more information click here
Documents and Statistics
Proposals for an Autism Strategy: Consultation Report: The Scottish Government's Response to the Consultation, 07/04/11   For more information click here
Parents at the centre, 06/04/11 [E/NI/S/W] 
This report from the Institute for Public Policy Research aims to understand why some parents who are entitled to use early years services don't normally do so. For more information click here
Child poverty strategy, 05/04/11 [E/NI/S/W]   For more information click here
CYP Now Bulletin 13.4.11
Early intervention needed to stem cases of youth homelessness, says Shelter
HCF Comment: based on the situation in Scotland.

Ethnic tolerance falls when minority pupils thrive, research suggests
HCF Comment: Based on research in England, Germany and Sweden
Professionals fail to listen to children, finds Ofsted
HCF Comment: Based on research in England but relevant to all.

Learning Teaching Scotland 13.4.11 - Shelter Scotland

New online help for teachers launched to improve homeless children’s chances at school

In Scotland, around 60 schoolchildren are made homeless every day.

www.homelesschildren.org.uk seeks to close the ‘communication gap’ between schools and housing and homelessness services - a gap which often means teachers are unaware of the circumstances affecting a child’s attendance, performance and behaviour at school.  Being homeless is known to be potentially detrimental to a child’s education and can lead to other long-term psychologically damaging experiences such as being bullied.

Children in Scotland News Service 15.4.11
TEACHERS TELL OF 'TIRED AND HUNGRY' PUPILS HIT BY RECESSION 
Guardian    Click here to read more 
 

WARNING GIVEN ON 'OVER-SPECIALISED' AUTISM DIAGNOSIS 
TESS   Click here to read more
Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
















Listening to Children and Young People – Speaking with Policy Makers
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