Children’s Champions Briefing Note 9th June 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.

HCF News!
Highland Children’s Forum has a new Chair.

At its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 8th June Isobel Paterson, Chair of the Forum for the last five years, stood down and was succeeded by Francis Nixseaman.

Frances is a foster carer and works professionally for children and young people as Strategy Development Officer at Connecting Young Carers
Isabel’s skills and experience have not been lost to the Forum as she was voted into the post of Vice Chair of the Management Committee.

Katie Adam North Team Manager of the SCMA continues in her vital role as Treasurer of the Forum

The Forum moves into its new year with all Management Committee positions filled and a balance of young people, carers and professionals from partner organisations in the team.

The Forum has an exciting and challenging programme of consultation with children and young people underway. It is deeply engaged with partner organisations in Highland to embed the lessons from young people’s testimony in policy and practice. The Forum will shortly publish the last report from its 2009/10 programme and add further consultation tools to the Scottish Consultation Toolbox based on recently completed work.

The Forum’s 2009/10 Annual report will shortly be circulated to members and partner organisations.

Access to cultural activities can help build stronger families, says charity chief

By Janaki Mahadevan
Children & Young People Now
3 June 2010 

The government is being urged to promote cultural activities as a way of helping to support and sustain strong and stable families.

Research commissioned by Creativity, Culture and Education (CCE), the body tasked with delivering Creative Partnerships, the creative learning programmes in schools, and piloting the five-hour cultural offer for children, revealed that out of 2,452 respondents, one in five parents believes their child has not taken part in any cultural activities in the past year with their family.

CCE is now calling for policy-makers and cultural organisations to ensure all families, from all backgrounds, have access to arts and culture.

Further research, questioning 3,316 parents of five- to 10-year-old pupils, found that 60 per cent of children with parents with no educational qualifications spend less than three hours per week on cultural activities including reading or creative computer activities, with 20 per cent spending no time at all.

Paul Collard, CCE chief executive, said: "Not enough attention has been paid to the effect that taking part in creative and cultural activities has on families as a whole. To date, the focus of family involvement in culture has largely been looked at through one dimension: children's participation in cultural activities via government intervention such as free museums.

"Yet this research and our conversations with parents have led us to identify a need to change arts and culture policy to further break down access barriers for all families. The new government has recognised the importance of strong and stable families and we believe that access to culture can help to achieve this." 

HCF Comment: This is based on a project in England.
Welsh guidance says under-15s should not be allowed any alcohol

By Joe Lepper  Children & Young People Now 3 June 2010 

Children in Wales under the age of 15 should not be allowed to drink any alcohol, even under supervision, according to the latest guidance published by the chief medical officer for Wales.

Dr Tony Jewell says that even drinking small amounts of alcohol can harm children's health.

The latest guidance, called You, Your Child and Alcohol, points to the latest research, which shows that four out of 10 15-year-olds in Wales drink alcohol on a weekly basis. Two out of 10 15-year-olds said they had been drunk for the first time when they were 13 years old or younger.

The guidance stresses that alcohol consumption among under-15s harms brain, bone and hormone development. The dangers of binge drinking, alcohol-related injuries, substance misuse and regretted sexual activity are also highlighted.

The Welsh Assembly Government will launch a campaign next month to coincide with the school summer break to raise awareness of the dangers of young people drinking alcohol.

This will include setting up a public video booth for young people to record their views on alcohol.

Jewell said: "We know that children are under a lot of peer pressure, particularly in their teenage years, and may find it difficult not to go along with their friends who may drink or smoke. But it is essential that we all take responsibility for setting a good example to young people to minimise this."

He added that the cost to the NHS in Wales of treating alcohol-related health problems is estimated at between £70m and £85m a year.

Children in Scotland News Service 7.6.10

MINISTER 'MESSING UP' SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
Education Secretary Michael Russell has been criticised for mishandling Curriculum for Excellence implementation plans ahead of the new curriculum's introduction in August.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
THE CASE FOR CHANGING THE CURRICULUM 
First of three reports looking at the issues surrounding the introduction of Curriculum for Excellence.

BBC

Click here to read more
From Learning Teaching Scotland 7.6.10

Scottish Qualifications Authority

1) Curriculum for Excellence Progress Reports Published http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/42264.html
The first of SQA’s Curriculum for Excellence Progress Reports are now available to view on the dedicated Curriculum for Excellence pages of the SQA website.

The Reports represent the next stage in the development process of the new qualifications and are an important opportunity for all stakeholders to provide SQA with their feedback on the development. A feedback facility is available on the SQA website.

Labour MP Frank Field appointed as 'poverty tsar'

By Joe Lepper
Children & Young People Now
7 June 2010 

Labour backbench MP and poverty campaigner Frank Field has been appointed by the government as a "poverty tsar" to lead an independent review on the issue.

He will chair the Review on Poverty and Life Chances, which will report to Prime Minister David Cameron at the end of the year.

Part of his brief will be to review the current official definition of poverty – of households with less than 60 per cent of the median income – to possibly include social criteria such as education attainment.

He will also look closely at child poverty and what improvements can be made to family life before children start school. 

Cameron added that Field's task would include looking at the barriers stopping those in low incomes coming out of long-term poverty.

Cameron said: "Understanding the real causes of poverty — both financial and non-financial, including the importance of families and the pre-school years — is vital if we are going to make Britain a fairer society in which opportunity is more equal."

Field was a Labour social security minister in 1997 but resigned a year later amid reported policy disputes with Harriet Harman and Gordon Brown. 

Field described this latest review as "a real opportunity to influence the next stage in how our counter-poverty strategy develops".

His appointment has been welcomed by Save the Children head of campaigns Gareth Jenkins. 

"Frank Field has a long and distinguished record in bringing child poverty to national attention. We're particularly pleased that he is choosing to focus on the pre-school years; research shows that as early as 22 months, the poorest children are already falling behind their middle-class friends in terms of development, " said Jenkins.

HCF Comment: Although this is a “Westminster Government” appointment many of the issues surrounding poverty relate to legislation and benefits that are not devolved to the Scottish Government. At the Scotland’s Children’s Sector Forum earlier this year the challenges caused by the current definitions of poverty were widely discussed. There is also some evidence to suggest that children and young people with additional needs very often live in households with poor incomes.
UK falling behind European neighbours in support for grandparent carers

By Joe Lepper
Children & Young People Now
8 June 2010 

The UK is lagging behind the rest of Europe in bringing in laws to recognise grandparents' increasing role as childcarers.

According to the report Grandparenting in Europe, by Grandparents Plus, the Beth Johnson Foundation and the Institute of Gerontology at King's College London, grandparents' role supporting families is being largely ignored in the UK.

In Germany, parents can take leave for up to three years after a child's birth and can transfer that to a grandparent if they are ill or disabled. 

Leave and parental allowances can also be transferred in Hungary, and in Portugal grandparents gain financial support if the mother is aged 16 or younger and the child is looked after in the grandparents' home. 

The report says that no such transferring of parental leave to grandparents exists in the UK. It calls on the UK government to allow parents to transfer leave and to provide financial support to grandparents who provide care, especially those who support teenage parents.

It emerged in the report that six in 10 grandmothers in the EU provide childcare for grandchildren.

The report acknowledges that from April next year grandparents in the UK will be able to claim National Insurance credits in recognition of their role as carers.

Sam Smethers, chief executive of Grandparents Plus, said: "National Insurance credits from April next year will certainly help to protect their pension entitlement but this won't help them now. 

"We have to match it with steps towards transferable parental leave and flexible working if we really want to make it easier for them to combine work and care."
 
A recent survey by Grandparents Plus revealed that seven in 10 grandparents believe they should receive tax credits and childcare vouchers to help cover the cost of their role as carers.

Scottish Government Press Release
Children's dental health 8/06/2010

Children's dental health has 'never been better', according to a report published today confirming that 64 per cent of P7s have no sign of tooth decay.

Public Health Minister Shona Robison announced the report's findings at the NHS Scotland Event.

The report, by the National Dental Inspection Programme, also shows that the Scottish Government target for 60 per cent of primary sevens to have no obvious signs of tooth decay has been met.

During her speech, Ms Robison also commented on successes in public heath such as shifting cultural attitudes to smoking and 'ground-breaking' work to address Scotland's relationship with alcohol.

Ms Robison said:

"There are now more kids in Scotland with healthy teeth than ever before.

"We wanted 60 per cent of primary sevens to have no sign of tooth decay by 2010 and I am pleased to say that this target has been met.

"Dental health in Scotland is improving, particularly in deprived communities, and this is a trend that we want to continue.

"Thanks to work to ensure that children know the importance of dental care at the earliest age, Scotland's primary sevens are now better placed to have a lifetime of good oral health.

"Across all areas of the NHS, not just in oral health, we are committed to improving the wellbeing of our nation. That means supporting measures that prevent ill health. We don't just want to treat people who are ill, we want to make sure people stay healthy.

"In today's tough economic times we need to be as efficient as possible and that means maximising our investment in the health of the Scottish people."

The NHS Scotland Event provides the opportunity for those who work in, and with, the NHS in Scotland to discuss, share and learn more about tools, techniques and good practice happening across the country that supports the delivery of continuous quality improvement in Scotland.

The 2009 National Dental Inspection Programme (NDIP) is a development of the Scottish Health Boards' Epidemiological Programme. It is a joint venture between all NHS Boards in Scotland, the Scottish Health Department, Glasgow Dental School (University of Glasgow) and the Dental Health Services Research Unit, Dundee, and is co-ordinated by a national committee (the Scottish Dental Epidemiology Co-ordinating Committee).

The Scottish Government worked with partners, including Health Boards, Schools and general dental practitioners, across Scotland to develop the Childsmile Programme, which aims to improve children's oral heath. The programme emphasises the importance of tooth brushing and helps parents establish a healthy diet from the earliest stage.

Children in Scotland
Wednesday 9 June 2010
 SOMETHING TO SMILE ABOUT – CHILDREN'S TEETH BEST ON RECORD 
The teeth of Scotland's primary school children are healthier than ever before, with almost two-thirds of 11-year-olds showing no signs of dental decay.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
From Learning Teaching Scotland 9.6.10

Scottish Parliament

Committee support for national children's hearings body http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm
A single national body to replace local children’s panels comes one step closer today as the Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture Committee publishes its Stage 1 report on the Children’s Hearings (Scotland) Bill.

The Bill aims to modernise and strengthen the foundations of the existing 40 year old children’s hearing system to ensure independent decisions on the welfare of children are made by a trained panel of lay members.
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