Children’s Champions Briefing Note 9th December 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

FEEDBACK FORM A SMALL NUMBER OF BULLETIN READERS HAS BEEN RECEIVED – THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR IT. 

THE INITIAL INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE NEW “HEADINGS STYLE” IS ACCEPTABLE TO READERS. WE WOULD WELCOME FURTHER FEEDBACK TO ENSURE THAT WE ARE PROVIDING THE SERVICE THAT BEST SUITS YOU. 
Children in Scotland Policy Review 26.11.10
Policy News and Announcements 

Review of devolved school management, 26/11/10  For more information click here 
Protecting rural schools, 25/11/10   For more information click here
Youth Music Initiative to continue, 22/11/10   For more information click here
Consultations
If you wish to raise any issues, or contribute to Children in Scotland’s response to these calls for evidence please contact policy@childreninscotland.org.uk or 0131 222 2412.
NEW
Public Service Reform Consultation, 26/11/10 - 05/01/11 [E/NI/S/W] For more information click here
CURRENT
Towards an Autism Strategy for Scotland  Deadline 09/12/10

For more information click here
Consultation on the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (Remedial) (Scotland) Order 2010  Deadline 23/12/10  For more information click here
Included, engaged and involved part 2: a positive approach to managing school exclusions   Deadline 29/12/10 For more information click here
Consultation on Responding to Self-Harm in Scotland 
Deadline 31/12/10 For more information click here
Healthy Start consultation [E/NI/S/W]  Deadline 31/12/10 For more information click here
Child Poverty Consultation  Deadline 07/01/11 For more information click here
Initial Consultation on Social Responsibility Levy   Deadline 28/02/11

For more information click here
Public Consultation on Requirements for Providing Information for Parents and Carers about their Child's School   Deadline 14/03/11    For more information click here
Parliamentary Proceedings 
Legislation in progress
Autism (Scotland) Bill 
Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Bill 
Patient Rights (Scotland) Bill 
Public Bodies Bill [E/NI/S/W]
Public Records (Scotland) Bill
Savings Accounts and Health in Pregnancy Bill (E/NI/S/W]
Debates
Scottish Parliament passes Children's Hearings Bill, 25/11/10  For more information click here
Internet pornography debate, 23/11/10 [E/NI/S/W]    For more information click here
Savings Accounts and Health in Pregnancy Grant Bill, 22/11/10 [E/NI/S/W]  For more information click here
Committees
Education Committee takes evidence on Autism (Scotland) Bill, 24/11/10 For more information click here
Public Bodies Bill, 23/11/10 [E/NI/S/W] For more information click here
Equal Opportunties Committee takes evidence on Forced Marriage Bill, 23/11/10 For more information click here
Oral Questions
Education Budget Oral Question, 25/11/10  For more information click here 
Outdoor Education Oral Question, 25/11/10  For more information click here
Gaelic-medium Education Oral Question, 25/11/10  For more information click here
Early Years Education Oral Question, 25/11/10    For more information click here
Free School Meals Oral Question, 25/11/10    For more information click here
Cultural Co-ordinators Oral Question, 25/11/10   For more information click here
Written Answers
Curriculum for Excellence Written Answer, 26/11/10   For more information click here
Curriculum for Excellence Written Answer, 26/11/10    For more information click here
Cycling Written Answer, 25/11/10  For more information click here
Head Teachers Written Answer, 25/11/10  For more information click here
Education Written Answer, 25/11/10     For more information click here
Roman Catholic Schools Written Answer, 25/11/10    For more information click here
Information Technology Written Answer, 25/11/10   For more information click here
Education Maintenance Allowances Written Answer, 25/11/10   For more information click here
Class Sizes Written Answer, 23/11/10 For more information click here
Education Written Answer, 23/11/10  For more information click here
Health Written Answer, 22/11/10  For more information click here
Infants Written Answer, 22/11/10   For more information click here
Early Years Written Answer, 22/11/10  For more information click here
 

Documents and Statistics
Demographic Change in Scotland, 26/11/10  For more information click here
Can altering the structure of financial support payments aid work retention amongst lone parents? Qualitative evaluation of the In Work Retention Pilot, 25/11/10 [E/S/W] 
For more information click here
Supporting lone parents’ journey off benefits and into work: a qualitative evaluation of the role of In Work Credit, 25/11/10 [E/S/W]  For more information click here
Lone Parent Obligations: destinations of lone parents after Income Support eligibility ends, 25/11/10 [E/S/W] 
For more information click here
Lone Parent Obligations and new services for lone parents: a feasibility study of an impact assessment, 25/11/10 [E/S/W] 
For more information click here
Consultation on Tobacco Draft regulations - Report, 23/11/10 
For more information click here
Learning Teaching Scotland 1.12.10 
Tackling Child Poverty in Scotland: A Discussion Paper 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/15103604/1
Children in Scotland News Service 1.12.10

NEW TEACHERS OFTEN LACK THE BASIC SKILLS, REPORT WARNS  Herald Click here to read more
THE COMMON CHILDHOOD DISORDERS THAT HAVE BEEN LEFT OUT IN THE COLD  Guardian  

Click here to read more
CYP Now daily 2.12.10
UK still fails on family fairness
CYP Now Daily 6.12.10
Sector welcomes Field's review but doubts government will act
Income poverty is greatest determinant of UK child poverty, says Unicef
Learning Teaching Scotland 6.121.0
Getting it right from the start
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/childrensservices/girfec/Practitioners/PartnerNewsletters/november-2010-newsletter
The Scottish Government has published the first edition of a new joint Early Years Framework and Getting it right newsletter. The newsletter focuses on promoting a joined-up approach across the teams working for children and families.
Focus on early years is the way to reduce poverty - New European findings show the need for a strong lead on early years services
http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/html/med_prs.htm
Children in Scotland News Service 6.121.0

MILLIONS OF CHILDREN LIVE IN POVERTY DESPITE THEIR PARENTS WORKING   Scotsman   Click here to read more
MOST POOR CHILDREN ARE  NOT FROM WORKLESS HOUSEHOLDS, STUDY FINDS  Guardian    Click here to read more
CYP Now Daily 7.12.10
Advice services prove their worth  Article on child and adolescent mental health services

CYP Now in Practice 7.12.10

Field review calls on government to give children's early years greater prominence
Single parents need clear advice on leaving children unattended
Learning Teaching Scotland 7.12.10
Evaluation of the 20:20 Programme: Final Report http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/03093544/0
Children in Scotland News Service 7.12.10
BEHAVIOUR PROBLEMS IN CHILDREN LINKED TO MOTHERS' MOBILE USE   Scotsman  Click here to read more
CANCER CHILDREN FACE LONG TRIPS FOR TREATMENT   Scotsman

Click here to read more
CYP Now daily 8.12.10
Parents' social class impacts upon children's early progress
Children in Scotland News Service 8.12.10
SCOTS SCHOOLS TREAD WATER AS RIVAL NATIONS MOVE AHEAD 
Scotsman    Click here to read more
Children in Scotland News Service 9.12.10
NEW TEACHERS SCRAMBLE FOR DWINDLING JOBS 
Scotsman    Click here to read more
Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
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