Children’s Champions Briefing Note 7th July 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE WILL NOT BE ANOTHER CHILDREN’S CHAMPION’S BULLETIN UNTIL 28TH JULY AS THE DEVELOPMENT MANAGER IS ON LEAVE.
Drinkaware urges parents to consider risks of giving teenagers alcohol to drink unsupervised

By Janaki Mahadevan   Children & Young People Now     30 June 2010 

Parents who buy their teenage children alcohol to drink unsupervised with friends could be inadvertently putting their children at risk, charity Drinkaware is warning.

A survey conducted by the alcohol awareness charity found that out of 1,000 British parents, more than half (53 per cent) who provide their 16- and 17-year-olds with alcohol for a week-long summer holiday with friends will give them five or more bottles of spirits or wine.

One in five also said they buy their teenager alcohol to keep track of the amount they will drink. But Drinkaware is encouraging parents not to give their children alcohol to drink unsupervised over the summer, instead advising them to talk to their children about the risks associated with drinking to excess.

Parents are happy to give alcohol to their children, despite one in five parents being aware their child has been involved in an accident or had unprotected sex when drinking and 79 per cent know their child has been sick. 

Chris Sorek, Drinkaware chief executive, said: "Lots of 16- and 17-year-olds will want to mark the end of exams by celebrating with friends on a trip away, but if parents provide them with alcohol, it could inadvertently put them at risk.

"Parents have a huge influence on their children’s attitudes to alcohol, often without even realising it. To help their children stay safe, parents should avoid giving them alcohol for unsupervised holidays and talk to them about possible risks."

During the month that follows the end of exams, thousands of 16- to 17-year-olds are set to arrive in Newquay to holiday with their friends. Drinkaware is taking over a café on the popular Fistral Beach to create an alcohol-free venue where friends can meet and eat discounted food, while having access to alcohol facts and information.

Celebrations in Newquay last year were blighted by a series of accidents that saw the death of two students who fell from the cliffs. Excessive drinking by young people also led to a series of incidents in the town involving alcohol-related antisocial behaviour.

Parents looking for advice about young people and alcohol can visit the parents’ section of the Drinkaware website at www.drinkaware.co.uk/parents.
NFER report focuses on improving perceptions of young people

By Neil Puffett
Children & Young People Now
28 June 2010 

Ways in which perceptions of young people can be improved in relation to crime and antisocial behaviour have been outlined by new research on the issue.

The National Federation for Educational Research (NFER) study focuses on the range of approaches that local authorities and partner organisations take to address negative perceptions.

Positivity in Practice: Approaches to Improving Perceptions of Young People and their Involvement in Crime and Anti-social Behaviour highlights the need for a more co-ordinated and strategic approach to the issue.

ADVERTISEMENT

A number of initiatives that have worked are highlighted, including listening to young people’s voices, intergenerational activities and high-visibility activities in "hot spot" areas.

The report suggests that local authorities should carry out an audit of current activities designed to have a positive impact on perceptions and measure their impact more systematically.

Authorities are also advised to adopt a more strategic approach with co-ordinated activities, rather than many different groups undertaking activities independently.

Kerry Martin, senior research officer at NFER, said: "The need to address the negative perceptions of young people is acknowledged to be important and various national and local targets for improvement have been set.

"This study raises a number of ideas that can be taken forward by policy-makers and strategic leads at both national and local level."

Family Intervention Projects were not as successful as Labour claimed, says report

By Joe Lepper   Children & Young People Now   25 June 2010 

The previous government hid evidence showing that Family Intervention Projects (FIPs) were not as successful as they claimed, according to latest research.

A report by the Centre for Crime and Justice Studies says that "large caveats" to claims of success were left out of media statements and other policy announcements by the Labour government. 

ADVERTISEMENT

It argues that the claimed success rate of FIPs, which offered intensive support to families to combat anti-social behaviour, was only based on a small sample of families who were "the most compliant". 


The report, called Family Intervention Projects: A Classic Case of Policy-based Evidence, also found that many of the families who took part had mental health problems and learning disabilities, and questions whether this type of anti-social behaviour project was appropriate.

Report author Professor David Gregg said: "I was struck again and again during my analysis of the research by how weak the evidence base is for the claimed success of the FIP strategy. A balanced review of the research into the effectiveness of the family intervention projects shows that they have not delivered the successes claimed for them in the past decade."

Richard Garside, director at the Centre for Crime and Justice Studies, called for a thorough review of the FIP approach to include more "evidence-led" rather than policy-led conclusions.

From Children in Scotland News Service 1.7.10
WHAT EVERY PARENT KNEW - SCHOOL MEALS HEALTHIER THAN THE CHIPPIE
Study shows children who eat school meals are healthier than those who buy lunch elsewhere, regardless of what they eat for the remainder of the day.

Scotsman  Click here to read more
 CHILDREN'S LIVES BEING RUINED BY PANEL RULES 
Young people can be stigmatised in later life as a result of admissions to Children's Hearings, staff at the Scottish Children's Reporter Administration and Scottish Children's Commission have warned. Offences agreed to at a hearing remain on children's records until they are 40 and will be picked up by enhanced disclosure checks.

Herald  No link available

Charity Times 1.7.10 
30/06/10 - view story
Charity leaders financial confidence collapses
As government budget cuts start to bite, a new survey shows a substantial drop in charity leaders’ confidence in the financial situation of their organisations

29/06/10- view story 
Welfare reform criticised by Citizens Advice Scotland
The Chancellor’s announcement yesterday on welfare reform threatens to heap misery on more disabled Scots, according to Citizens Advice Scotland

5/06/10- view story 
Commission updates Reporting Serious Incidents guidance
The Charity Commission has updated its guidance on reporting serious incidents to coincide with the launch of the Annual Return 2010

24/06/10- view story 
Research challenges view that biggest charities are dominant
New research from the Third Sector Research Centre and Centre for Charitable Giving and Philanthropy challenges the belief that the biggest charities are becoming increasingly dominant 

23/06/10- view story 
Sector unease at Emergency Budget
The sector has revealed its unease at the Con-Lib Coalition's Emergency Budget

22/06/10- view story 
Budget hits the most vulnerable warns Acevo chief
Acevo chief executive Stephen Bubb has criticised today's emergency Budget, warning it will have an enormous impact on charities and hit the most vulnerable

Charities call for all children to be screened for speech and language problems

By Joe Lepper
Children & Young People Now
1 July 2010 

The government must do more to ensure speech and language problems are addressed at the earliest opportunity, a report from a coalition of communication charities is urging.

The report ‘Engaging for Their Futures and Our Society’ has been produced by the Children’s Communication Coalition and calls on the government to bring in routine screening of early years age children for speech and language problems.

The report also calls for better screening and support for speech and language problems among children in the criminal justice system. It is estimated that six out of ten young people in custody have speech and language problems.

Senior specialist speech and language therapist Juliette Gregory, who works with young offenders, said: "Early diagnosis and intervention for this vulnerable group is essential.  For many reasons, such as an often chaotic lifestyle, very few of the young offenders I have worked with have had any previous speech and language therapy involvement, despite having significant language and communication difficulties."

The Children’s Communication Coalition members include the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists, the Prison Reform Trust and the Association of Youth Offending Team Managers.

From Learning Teaching Scotland 2.7.10

Innovators who transformed the lives of profoundly disabled children http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6049379
Over the next few weeks, we will feature the winners of this year's Scottish Education Awards, beginning with a teacher honoured for her lifetime achievement and a special school recognised for its dedication to its pupils' well-being. Emma Seith reports

Early years

The Child's Curriculum - early years conference 

The University of Edinburgh and the University of Strathclyde, in association with the Institute for Music in Human and Social Development (IMHSD) and the British Association for Early Childhood Education (Early Education), will hold a one-day conference on Saturday 11 September at the Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh, to discuss the value of early childhood education and care, with a particular focus on the implications for future practice and policy in Scotland.

www.LTScotland.org.uk/news/2010/educational/june/thechildscurriculumearlyyearsconference.asp?strReferringChannel=earlyyears
Parents

Parents to be given a voice in Scottish education 

The National Parent Forum of Scotland will hold its first annual general meeting in Edinburgh on Saturday 4 September. The Forum, a parent-led, independent body with a representative from each local authority area, was established at the end of 2009 following research and consultation with Parent Councils across Scotland. The AGM will adopt a formal constitution and elect a Leadership Team.

The Forum was set up to ensure that the parent voice is fully represented on all matters relating to children’s education. It aims to work in partnership with all education authorities, the Scottish Government and the rest of the education community to get the best education for all children in Scotland.

www.LTScotland.org.uk/news/2010/educational/june/parentstobegivenavoiceinscottisheducation.asp?strReferringChannel=ltscotland
Together Newsletter 2.7.10

What’s RIGHT brilliant in young people’s lives? 
by Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young People 

Tam Baillie, the Children’s Commissioner wants to hear all about what matters to children and young people. Can you support the children and young people you work with to tell him what is actually already around in Scotland that is just pure dead brilliant for children and young people?

» Find out more here

Making Information Accessible 
by AbilityNet 
AbilityNet will be running free online training workshops that focus on taking you through the online tool on their website - so that you have a basic knowledge to be able to look at and check your own documentation for accessibility.

» Find out more here

Engage for Education 
by the Scottish Government 

Scottish Government has launched the “Engage for Education” website. This is an online public participation project to enable people across Scotland’s education community to engage directly with the Scottish Government about the issues important to them.

» Find out more here
From The Scottish Youth Parliament 2.7.10
We are delighted to announce the Scottish Youth Parliament has just launched its biggest EVER youth consultation ‘Picture the Change’ and we’d like to ask for your support over the coming months spreading the word far and wide to reach as many young people as possible!

 

The whole point of the Scottish Youth Parliament is to connect young people with decision-makers. In simple terms, tell politicians what young people think. So it's massively important to us that when we're talking to politicians we're telling them the right things (i.e. what Scotland's young people are passionate about), so that's why every four years we’re committed to producing a 'manifesto' in the run up to the Scottish Parliament elections.

 

The consultation ‘Picture the Change’ is made up from ideas and statements produced by young people for young people, and it aims to seek views from a whopping 15,000 young people over the summer months! Not to mention as an incentive we’ll be giving two lucky participants free shoes for a year (courtesy of www.schuh.co.uk)! So not a bad deal, the possibility of shoes, free for a year and the chance to make a difference. But as we said we really need your help spreading the word.

 

There’s a few things you or your organisation can do to support ‘Picture the Change’:

 

1-     Send us a message of support to manifesto@syp.org.uk, so we can catch up with you throughout the consultation process.

 

2-     Please pass this email round your networks or to anyone you know who might be interested, casting the net far and wide!

 

3-     Pop a link on your website/newsletter to our ‘Picture the Change’ website, atwww.picturethechange.org which hosts all the information you could ever need about the manifesto and how to get involved! We can also offer additional graphics for websites should you wish to advertise the consultation online. (Please contact us using the details below to discuss further)

 

4-     Download a manifesto pack from www.picturethechange.org/manifesto-pack.html. The pack includes promotional materials like posters; session plans for teachers/youth workers, presentations, and survey sheets to get you started!

 

5-     Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/OfficialSYP and Twitterwww.twitter.com/OfficialSYP for all the latest news from SYP and ‘Picture the Change’. You can also add a Twibbon graphic to your Facebook or Twitter profile by visiting http://twibbon.com/join/Picture-the-Change
 

We hope that’s enough food for thought but if you need some more information don’t hesitate to check out our website www.picturethechange.org or get in touch with us directly at manifesto@syp.org.uk, or 0131 313 2488.

 

Happy change making!

 

Derek

 

 

Derek Couper MSYP
Chair

Scottish Youth Parliament

Health groups seek tougher targets on childhood obesity

By Joe Lepper
Children & Young People Now
5 July 2010 

The government is being called on to review its childhood obesity target, as part of a week of campaigning on child health that launches today (5 July).

A coalition of health groups, including the National Obesity Forum and the British Heart Foundation, has organised the National Childhood Obesity Week campaign. This includes the publication of the Action for Childhood Obesity Charter, which criticises the current target of reducing the proportion of children who are overweight or obese from its current level of 30 per cent to 2000’s level of 27 per cent by 2020.

A spokeswoman for Mend, the after-school health programme provider that is also part of the coalition, said: "We see the current target as just levelling off. We want to see a far greater reduction and for the government to review its current target."

The campaign coalition is not yet putting a figure on the level of improvement it wants to see, but points out that in the US Michelle Obama’s Childhood Obesity Action Plan calls for a reduction in the proportion of children and young people who are obese to just five per cent by 2030.

Other groups involved in the campaign include the Royal College of Paediatrics & Child Health and the Child Growth Foundation.

Call for better support for asylum-seeking families

By Joe Lepper
Children & Young People Now
2 July 2010 

The end to the detention of children on immigration grounds should lead to better community support for asylum-seeking families, say the UK's children's commissioners.

The government wants to end such detention and launched a consultation last month to find better alternatives.

In their joint response, the commissioners call for each family to be allocated a caseworker to help them with legal and welfare issues as they move through the immigration process. 

The commissioners’ response says that in Sweden, asylum-seeking families live in the community and meet regularly with a caseworker, who often has a social-work background. They carry out welfare and risk-assessment checks, as well as ensuring they have legal representation.

Maggie Atkinson, children's commissioner for England, said: "I urge the government to look at the whole process to ensure a fair system is in place. Part of which is making sure families receive good legal representation rather than rely on a postcode lottery."

It is also important that the new system for supporting asylum-seeking families ensures that children’s rights are not breached when a family is removed, she added.

Children in Scotland

International design conference will celebrate space for young people http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/docs/Conferencelaunch.pdf
Scotland’s role in promoting architectural advancement will be spotlighted at an international conference in Edinburgh later this year; part of Children in Scotland’s year-long ‘Making Space 2010’ programme, championing innovative architecture and the creation of inspiring spaces for young people.

From Children in Scotland 5.7.10
Monday 5 July 2010
ONE IN THREE CHILDREN IS SCARED WHEN ADULTS DRINK 
Survey for CBBC's Newsround looks at children's feelings about the drinking habits of adults in their lives.

Scotsman   Click here to read more
ABUSED YOUNGSTERS AT FAULT, BELIEVE SCHOOLCHILDREN 
A Barnardo's survey shows a majority of Scottish teenagers believe young people are themselves to blame if they become victims of sexual exploitation.

Scotsman  Click here to read more
BAN SCRUMS IN SCHOOL RUGBY TO STOP BRAIN INJURIES - PROFESSOR 
A report in the Journal of Public Health calls for rugby scrums and high tackles to be banned in secondary schools.

Scotsman Click here to read more
CALL FOR SCHOOL LESSONS ABOUT GROOMING RISK 
Children should receive lessons about sexual exploitation so they spot the danger signs, says Barnardo's Scotland, following a survey highlighting levels of ignorance among young people about practices such as grooming.

Herald  Click here to read more
HOW TO BE A FAMILY GUY 
Looking at pregnancy and preparing for fatherhood.

Herald  Click here to read more
UNIONS DISMISS '17,000 WEAK TEACHERS' CLAIM 
Figures to be broadcast by BBC's Panorama programme tonight are attacked by teaching unions.

Guardian  Click here to read more
HCF Comment: This was a national version of a BBC Scotland documentary broadcast about a month ago. Interestingly some of the issues raised as examples of incompetence – such as excessive shouting – have also come through from pupils in various consultations.
PIONEERING SCHEME TO TRAIN NHS STAFF TO SPOT VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC ABUSE
More than 5000 NHS staff are being trained to raise the issue of domestic abuse with patients to help identify those who need support to break away from dangerous homes, partners and parents.

Sunday Herald  Click here to read more
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