Children’s Champions Briefing Note 6th May 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
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Lifelong Learning UK

The Benefits of Youth Work http://www.lluk.org/the-benefits-of-youth-work.htm
Lifelong Learning UK announce the publication of The Benefits of Youth Work, a report that sets out why youth work is so important. The report was published by Unite, the Community and Youth Workers Union.

Researched by the National Youth Agency, the report provides essential information for councillors, policy makers and their colleagues, showing how youth work makes a real and cost effective impact on young peoples' lives: supporting their learning and helping them to be more healthy, keep safe, and make a positive contribution to society.

Children have longer wait to be given same freedoms as their parents, study shows

By Ross Watson
Children & Young People Now
28 April 2010 

Children can expect to wait almost two years longer before experiencing the same levels of freedom that their parents had, according to new research.

The findings were based on a survey of more than 6,000 adults and around a 1,000 children, by accident prevention charity LV=Streetwise.

According the survey, on average, children today can look forward to walking to school on their own by the age of 11, use public transport on their own at 12, and babysit their brother or sister by the time they're 14.

In contrast, parents say they were allowed to walk to school unaccompanied at the age of 9, use public transport alone by the time they were 11, and babysit a sibling by the time of their 12th birthday.

The survey also showed that a quarter of children aged 15 and under are not allowed to sleep over at a friend's house while 60 per cent are forbidden to use public transport without a parent present.

More than a third of parents said they feel uneasy that their kids don't get the same opportunities as they did to experience freedom as a youngster. But Play England director Adrian Voce, said the only way to ease parental concern is for the next government to commit to more child-friendly communities.

"We need to make all residential neighbourhoods child-friendly places. That should be a policy priority for planning and policing," said Voce. "All the new playgrounds we have will not make an impact if children don't have the freedom to enjoy the outdoors. It's not just about planning more child-friendly urban areas, but also creating more open spaces and ensuring traffic does not harm children's safety."

Voce urged the next government to continue current plans for policy changes to planning that place a greater focus on play when developing communities.
HCF Comment: This is based on research in England.
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SCOTS TEACHERS 'MAY STRIKE OVER SCHOOL SPENDING CUTS'
Schools in Scotland may be facing the first teachers' strike in more than 20 years, it has emerged. The BBC has learned the EIS, Scotland's largest teaching union, is considering a one-day stoppage across the country over cuts in school spending. ADES, the non-political body which represents council education bosses, believes schools are experiencing the most serious spending cuts in 30 years.

BBC News – online
Click here to read more
NEW CURRICULUM: 75% OF TEACHERS NOT READY 
Three-quarters of teachers believe they have not had enough training on the new curriculum, due to come into force in August, according to a Scottish Government-commissioned survey.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
Together Newsletter 

Historic child abuse 
by Scottish Human Rights Commission 
As work begins on a pilot forum for survivors of historic child abuse in Scotland, the Commission has produced a human rights framework to strengthen the entire process of acknowledgement and accountability. The Commission believes that the pilot should be a step towards a comprehensive human rights approach to securing effective access to justice, remedies and reparation for all Scottish survivors of childhood abuse. 

» Visit the Scottish Human Rights website. 

State of Children 's Rights Report 2010 
by Together 

Together is gathering experiences, feedback and statistics from members to produce a ‘State of Children 's Rights 2010' report for Scotland . We are asking members and supporters to complete a questionnaire to feedback what progress they feel has been made in improving children's rights in Scotland in recent years. The report will be used to monitor progress in implementing the UNCRC in Scotland , and to highlight to Scottish Government what is going well and not so well.

If you have not already signed up to get involved, and want to find out more, email Juliet Harris or call her on 0131 225 8864. 

Reports and Publications 
Fife Children's Rights strategy and action plan for 2010–11 

Fife is the first Local Authority to develop a Children's Rights Strategy and Action Plan in partnership with children and young people. 

Adam Ingram the Minister for Children and Early Years has commended Fife on their work in developing the strategy, and said that he felt that the rest of Scotland would look to Fife to learn valuable lessons from them. 

» Visit the Fife Direct website. 
» Download Fife Children's Rights strategy and action plan. 

Consultations 

Framework looking at pathways for support for vulnerable families in Scotland
NHS Quality Improvement Scotland

Deadline: Friday 11th June 2010 

NHS Quality Improvement Scotland is consulting on a Framework looking at pathways for support for vulnerable families in Scotland . The project aims to meet the additional needs of children and their families by providing seamless transition to services. The framework will help implement or improve local pathways within and across various service settings. 

The 3 month consultation is open until 11th June. You can find the Framework and other associated information by visiting the link below . 

» Visit the Vulnerable Families website. 

Events 
Everyone's Responsibility – protecting Scotland 's children 
– new developments and key challenges
by Children 1st 

Date: Thursday 20th May 2010
Location: Our Dynamic Earth, Holyrood Road , Edinburgh 

Children 1st is holding this timely and influential conference which will consider where we are with effectively protecting children and young people in Scotland, will examine new research and developments around child protection, and debate key challenges for the future. 

This conference will be of interest to a wide range of practitioners, managers and other professionals across all organisations who deal with child protection issues, including those from health, social care, education, police, youth justice, community safety, voluntary sector, academics, policy makers and anyone with an interest in this area. 

» Visit the Children 1st website. 
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Scottish Government

1) Growing up in Scotland http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/04/29111759
The latest findings of a study which aims to reveal the realities of life as a child in Scotland are published today.

Launched in 2005, Growing Up in Scotland (GUS) is tracking 8,000 families' experiences including attitudes towards children's services, parenting childcare, healthcare and education.  The study which is being carried out by the Scottish Centre for Social Research, tracks youngsters from birth through to their teenage years with the results helping shape and influence the future of Scotland's children and family services.

The Growing Up in Scotland survey was commissioned in 2003 and the research is being undertaken by the Scottish Centre for Social Research in collaboration with the Centre for Research on Families and relationships at the University of Edinburgh.

Growing Up in Scotland is tracking 5,000 babies (born between June 2004 and May 2005) and 3,000 toddlers (born between June 2002 and May 2003) through childhood and into their teens. Families were carefully selected to ensure the survey represents Scotland's urban/rural and economic backgrounds. All council areas are represented.

Related documents:

2) Growing Up in Scotland - 2010 - Topic Research Findings: Research Findings No.1/2010: Growing Up in Scotland: The Circumstances of Persistently Poor Children Summary Report http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/04/21131609/2
3) Growing Up in Scotland - 2010 - Topic Research Findings: Research Findings No.2/2010: Growing Up in Scotland: Health inequalities in the early years 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/310042/0097834.pdf
4) Growing Up in Scotland - 2010 - Topic Research Findings: Research Findings No.3/2010: Growing Up in Scotland: Maternal mental health and its impact on child behaviour and development http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/310034/0097832.pdf
5) Growing Up in Scotland - 2010 - Topic Research Findings: Research Findings No.4/2010: Growing Up in Scotland: Children's social, emotional and behavioural characteristics at entry to primary school 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/310038/0097833.pdf
6) Growing Up In Scotland: Children's social, emotional and behavioural characteristics at entry to primary school http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/310461/0097972.pdf
7) Growing Up In Scotland: Health Inequalities in the Early Years http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/310476/0097973.pdf
8) Growing Up In Scotland: Maternal mental health and its impact on child behaviour and development http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/310448/0097971.pdf
9) Growing up in Scotland: The Circumstances of Persistently Poor Children http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/310430/0097968.pdf
10) Impact of the Home Learning Environment on Child Cognitive Development: Secondary Analysis of Data from 'Growing Up in Scotland' http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/310722/0098010.pdf
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Children in Scotland
Pupil councils: laboratories of democracy or lip service? New Scottish research points the way to better pupil participation http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/html/med_prs.htm
Effective pupil councils have lots of untapped potential to improve school life – and realising their potential needn’t cost much money, according to new research published last week by Children in Scotland and the University of Edinburgh.

Having a Say at School (HASAS), the largest Scottish study of pupil councils ever undertaken, identifies ways to boost pupil council effectiveness including establishing a fair process for selecting representatives, enhancing good two-way communication, and ensuring continuity from year to year – with the biggest influence on success being the attitude of staff and adult advisors.

The study provides the first evidence ever on the realities of pupil councils nationwide, and is based on research in every secondary, independent and special school in Scotland, a large sample of primary schools, and all 32 local authorities. It was conducted by Children in Scotland in partnership with the University of Edinburgh’s Centre for Research on Families and Relationships.

Report reveals government targets for child poverty in Scotland failing to be met

By Ross Watson
Children & Young People Now
30 April 2010 

Three in 10 children in Scotland spend at least a year in poverty before they start school, according to a new government-funded report.

The Growing Up in Scotland (GUS) study is funded by the Scottish government and carried out by the Scottish Centre for Social Research. Beginning in April 2005, it has monitored the progress of about 5,000 children aged under a year, and about 3,000 children aged between two and three.

ADVERTISEMENT

The findings show that since 2005, approximately three in 10 young Scottish children were "income poor" in any one year. It also concludes that a quarter of three- and four-year-olds and a fifth of five- and six-year-olds have lived in persistent poverty for the past five years.

Children were defined as persistently poor if they lived in a low-income household for at least three of the four annual interviews that GUS conducted.

Tam Baillie, Scotland's Commissioner for Children and Young People, said: "The government targets for child poverty are clearly not being met and this is absolutely unacceptable. Child poverty deprives too many children of their rights to survival, development and to enjoy a decent standard of living."
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TELEVISION TO BLAME FOR OBESITY AND POOR SCHOOL PERFORMANCE 
The more television toddlers watch, the more they are likely to be obese and do badly at school hen they are older, according to new research.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
TOP CHILDREN'S CHARITIES FIGHT FOR SCOTS FUNDS 
The head of a leading children's charity has denied mounting a "land grab" after overturning a 125-year-old pact with its Scottish counterpart. The London-based National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) plans to expand its services into Scotland.

Herald

Click here to read more
Most adults could not handle a child's asthma attack, survey reveals

By Ross Watson
Children & Young People Now
4 May 2010 

Almost nine out of 10 UK adults have admitted they would not feel completely confident about what to do if a child in their care had an asthma attack, a new survey shows.

A poll conducted by YouGov last month, among more than 2,000 adults, showed that 88 per cent did not feel confident when dealing with a child's asthma attack.

"The complacency that exists about asthma in the UK is shocking and dangerous and cannot continue," said Neil Churchill, Asthma UK's chief executive. "Every member of the public needs to know the signs of worsening asthma and what steps to take if someone suffers an asthma attack."

Churchill added that not acting quickly enough can result in needless deaths and called upon the NHS to take a "zero tolerance approach" to asthma-related child deaths.

The findings were published today to coincide with World Asthma Day. They also come weeks after a recent inquest into the death of 11-year-old Samuel Linton, from Stockport, who was left in a corridor at school for several hours after suffering an asthma attack.

The inquest found that school staff lacked vital training on how to recognise an asthma attack and what to do in an emergency situation.
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