Children’s Champions Briefing Note 4th November 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.

Children in Scotland News Service 25.10.10 

CHILD PROTECTION RULES 'AN ID CARD SCHEME' 
New rules under the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) Act, which come into force next month, have been criticised by the Scottish Parent Teacher Council as a "box ticking exercise" that will lead to councils insisting on unnecessary checks.
Scotsman   Click here to read more
WARNING OVER IDENTITY SCHEME FOR PARENT HELPERS AT SCHOOLS 
The Scottish Parent Teacher Council has written to Children's Minister Adam Ingram criticising new laws that they say effectively create an identity card scheme that will put people off from becoming involved as volunteers at school events.
Herald   Click here to read more
'STRONG LEAD REQUIRED' ON SUPPORT FOR EARLY YEARS 
Scotland's Commissioner for Children and Young People calls for a stronger lead from the government to implement the Early Years Framework effectively.
Herald   Click here to read more
HOSPITALS SEE HUGE JUMP IN 'RISKY' TEEN DRINKERS 
A report by Alcohol Concern finds hospital admissions of under-18s due to drinking increased by one third between 2002 and 2007.
Sunday Herald   Click here to read more
DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY PUPIL SUPPORT COSTS 'WILL BE MET' 
Councillors have said pupil support will be provided in Dumfries and Galloway despite a lack of funding.  BBC  Click here to read more
HCF Comment: This piece highlights an area of growing concern as rumours spread through the education establishment both locally and nationally of the scale of cuts to come. The Council’s own impact analysis presented to the Education Culture and Sport committee in May 2009 pointed out that the previous cuts had impacted on the outcomes for some children and young people with additional support needs. Dumfries and Galloway has addressed these concerns by making these statements. In Highland parents and carers await clarity on the situation and hope that children and young people who already have to cope with considerable disadvantage are not going to see budget cuts further reduce their opportunities.
CYP In Practice 26.10.10
Welfare reforms 'set single parents up to fail', cautions charity
Single parents will be forced to meet impossible welfare conditions as new rules come into force today (25 October), the national charity Gingerbread has warned.

HCF Comment: There are significant numbers of children and young people with additional support needs being cared for in single parent/carer households. Gingerbread’s briefing paper uses the following example to show how caring for a child with disabilities should be viewed in the new regulations:

Single mum with a disabled child aged 10: Advised that she had to move onto Job Seekers Allowance regardless of her child’s disability. As a carer for a disabled child, this single parent could remain on Income Support and may also be eligible to claim Disability Living Allowance and Carers Allowance.
The briefing points out that too few specialist single parent advisors are being accessed in Job Centres and there isn’t sufficient clarity amongst staff about additional needs issues.

European parliament backs 20-week full-pay maternity leave
Family campaigners have applauded news that the European parliament has supported draft plans to increase fully paid maternity leave to 20 weeks.

Learning Teaching Scotland 26.10.10
The Scottish Government

Support for young people http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/10/25135903
The creation of a new additional support needs national advocacy service was announced today.

Barnardo's Scotland in partnership with the Scottish Child Law Centre have been awarded the contract to provide free lay and legal advice to families and young people who appeal to the Additional Support Needs Tribunals for Scotland (ASNTS) against education authorities' decisions regarding the provision of educational support, such as out of area placing requests.

Resepctme

Respectme Conference 2010 http://www.respectme.org.uk/respectme-conference-2010.html
Scotland's fourth National Anti-Bullying Conference will be held at the Crowne Plaza in Glasgow on Tuesday 16 November 2010 to mark Anti-Bullying Week.

Keynote speakers, include Adam Ingram, Minister for Children and Early Years and Heather Gray, Director of Who Cares? Scotland.  Again, this year's conference will feature the involvement and participation of children and young people who will help to deliver workshops and share their personal experiences. 

The conference will also see the launch of the Scottish Government's National Approach to Bullying in Scotland.

Children in Scotland’s News Service 26.10.10 

PARENTS GIVEN NEW POWERS TO CHECK S*X OFFENDERS' IDs 
Scottish parents will be able to find out if s*x offenders have access to their children when a pilot scheme is rolled out nationwide. 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
SCHOOL'S GAY LESSONS CUT HOMOPHOBIC BULLYING 
A north London school which has developed lessons on gay historical figures who suffered persecution claims to have succeeded on "more-or less eliminating homophobic bullying" in its classrooms and playgrounds over the last five years. 
Guardian   Click here to read more
Children in Scotland’s Policy Report 22.10.10
Children's Hearings (Scotland) Bill
Children in Scotland is encouraging members of the Scottish Parliament Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture Committee to support two Stage 2 amendments to the Bill. These represent a vital strengthening of this Bill’s current ‘feedback loop’. To read the briefing click here
Consultations
Consultation on the draft Public Services Reform (General Teaching Council for Scotland) Order 2011 
Deadline 22/11/10  For more information click here
Equality Duty: Detailed Proposals - Consultation on Public Sector Equality Duty Draft Regulations and Order 
Deadline 26/11/10  For more information click here
National Insurance credits changes – public consultation [E/S/W]
Deadline 26/11/10  For more information click here
Towards an Autism Strategy for Scotland 
Deadline 09/12/10  For more information click here
Included, engaged and involved part 2: a positive approach to managing school exclusions 
Deadline 29/12/10   For more information click here
Consultation on Responding to Self-Harm in Scotland 
Deadline 31/12/10   For more information click here
Healthy Start consultation [E/NI/S/W]
Deadline 31/12/10    For more information click here
Parliamentary Proceedings 
Legislation in progress
Alcohol etc (Scotland) Bill (S]
Autism (Scotland) Bill 
Children's Hearing's (Scotland) Bill 
Patient Rights (Scotland) Bill 
Savings Accounts and Health in Pregnancy Bill (E/NI/S/W]
Debates
Child Trust Fund (Looked-after children) Debate, 19/10/10 [E/NI/S/W] 
Westminster Hall debate introduced by Cathy Jamieson (Lab) on the impact on looked-after children of the proposal to end child trust funds. For more information click here 
Motions
Domestic Abuse Motion, 18/10/10 
Motion lodged before the Scottish Parliament on 18 October 2010 by John Wilson (SNP) on male victims of domestic abuse. For more information click here
Written Answers
Parenting Order Written Answer, 20/10/10 
Written Answer given in response to James Kelly's (Lab) question asking the Scottish Executive how many reported crimes listed as breach of a parenting order there have been in each police board area in each of the last five years. For more information click here
Learning Teaching Scotland 27.10.10 
Show Racism the Red Card (Scotland)

Tackling racism and promoting race equality for educators – free training

Monday 29 November 10 am – 4 pm; Hampden Park, Glasgow.

The aims of the training include:

· raising awareness of issues of racism and the impacts on young people

· examining how race equality can be promoted through Curriculum for Excellence

· empowering delegates to challenge racism and respond to racist incidents

· equipping delegates with knowledge and resources to educate young people against racism.

Throughout the day there will be workshops which will explore different aspects of the issue and presentations from key speakers.

For more information or to book your place please contact Amanda Peebles. Email: info@theredcardscotland.org . Tel: 0141 222 2058

Children in Scotland News Service 27 October 2010 

GIVE ALL CHILDREN SWINE FLU VACCINATIONS, SAY DOCTORS 
All children should be immunised against swine flu, according to leading doctors after a study found that youngsters were particularly vulnerable to the disease. 
Scotsman   Click here to read more
CYP Now Daily 27.10.10
Childcare provision for disabled children branded inadequate
A substantial number of parents with disabled children face problems with childcare, according to a report carried out by the National Centre for Social Research.

HCF Comment: This article is based on research commissioned by the Westminster Government but reflects other national and Scottish reports.

Children in Scotland News Service 29.10.10 

ONE IN TWENTY CHILDREN NEEDS PROTECTION AS HEARINGS SOAR 
SCRA figures released today show record numbers of Scottish youngsters are being referred to Children's Hearings, with a rise of 1.7% on the previous year's figures. 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
MORE CHILDREN LEARN ABOUT S*X FROM TEACHERS THAN FRIENDS 
Half of 15-year-old boys and a  third of girls say they get most of their information about s*x from school rather than from friends or family. 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
CONCERN OVER CHILDREN STUCK IN CARE SYSTEM 
New figures from the SCRA highlight the "concerning" length of time some young people are looked after, with more than 2000 children having been in the care system for at least 5 years. 
Herald  Click here to read more
COST OF DISCLOSURE CHECKS COULD REDUCE NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS 
The new Protecting Vulnerable Groups scheme could drastically reduce the number of volunteers for pupil mentoring, says Scottish Business in the Community. 
TESS  Click here to read more
EARLY INTERVENTION AGAINST ABUSE IS ESSENTIAL, SAYS COMMISSIONER
Scotland's Commissioner for Children and Young People has called on the government and local authorities to take a stronger lead in early intervention in cases of child abuse and behavioural difficulties. 
TESS   Click here to read more
CPN Youth Work News 1.11.10

Prince's Trust reveals a third of young people are isolated from their community
More than a third of young people do not feel part of their community, a Prince's Trust report has warned.

CYP Now Daily 2.11.10

Poorer children twice as likely to start school with behavioural problems
Children from low-income families are twice as likely to start school with behavioural problems, research commissioned by the Sutton Trust has found.

Children in Scotland News Service 2.11.10
TROUBLED START FOR POOR CHILDREN 
Poorer children are twice as likely to start school with behaviour problems, research has claimed. More than a third of the poorest three-year-old boys displayed behavioural problems, compared with one in six of those living in richer households. 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
HUMAN RIGHTS TEACHING REDUCES BULLYING, STUDY FINDS 
Teaching children about their human rights can reduce bullying and exclusions, improve relations with teachers and create a calmer atmosphere  for learning, according to an academic study published today. 
Guardian   Click here to read more
Children In Scotland Policy Review 29.10.10
Children's Hearings (Scotland) Bill
Children in Scotland is encouraging members of the Scottish Parliament Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture Committee to support two Stage 2 amendments to the Bill. These represent a vital strengthening of this Bill’s current ‘feedback loop’. To read the briefing click here
News
New cap for P1 class sizes, 27/10/10   For more information click here
Financial Secretary to the Treasury announces new tax-free savings account for children, 26/10/10 [E/NI/S/W]  For more information click here
Sex offender disclosure scheme, 25/10/10  For more information click here
Support to help lone parents into work, 25/10/10 [E/S/W]  For more information click here
Consultations
CURRENT
Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010: Consultation on Regulations Relating to the Establishment of Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS) and Healthcare Improvement Scotland (HIS)  Deadline 05/11/10 For more information click here
Consultation on the draft Public Services Reform (General Teaching Council for Scotland) Order 2011  Deadline 22/11/10 For more information click here
Equality Duty: Detailed Proposals - Consultation on Public Sector Equality Duty Draft Regulations and Order  Deadline 26/11/10 For more information click here
National Insurance credits changes – public consultation [E/S/W] Deadline 26/11/10 For more information click here
Towards an Autism Strategy for Scotland  Deadline 09/12/10 For more information click here
Included, engaged and involved part 2: a positive approach to managing school exclusions  Deadline 29/12/10  For more information click here
Consultation on Responding to Self-Harm in Scotland  Deadline 31/12/10 For more information click here
Healthy Start consultation [E/NI/S/W]  Deadline 31/12/10For more information click here
Parliamentary Proceedings 
Legislation in progress
Alcohol etc (Scotland) Bill (S]
Autism (Scotland) Bill 
Children's Hearing's (Scotland) Bill 
Patient Rights (Scotland) Bill 
Savings Accounts and Health in Pregnancy Bill (E/NI/S/W]
Debates
Savings Accounts and Health in Pregnancy Grant Bill, 26/10/10 [E/NI/S/W] 
For more information click here
Ministerial Statements
Literacy Action Plan Statement, 27/10/10  For more information click here
Committees
Education Committee considers teacher employment, class sizes and Children's Hearings, 27/10/10  For more information click here
Local Government Committee looks at Scottish Government's 2011-12 draft budget, 27/10/10   For more information click here
Equal Opportunities Committee considers budget review, 26/10/10 
For more information click here
Justice Committee takes evidence on Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Bill, 26/10/10 
For more information click here
Finance Committee takes evidence on preventative spending, 26/10/10 
For more information click here 
Motions
Carers Strategy Motion, 27/10/10  For more information click here
Kinship Care Motion, 27/10/10  For more information click here
Dyslexia Motion, 27/10/10  For more information click here
Facial Disfigurement Motion, 25/10/10  For more information click here
Written Answers
Children's Hearings Bill Written Answer, 27/10/10  For more information click here
Pneumococcal disease Written Answer, 26/10/10  For more information click here
Justice Written Answer, 26/10/10  For more information click here
Benefits Written Answer, 25/10/10   For more information click here
Child trust funds Written Answer, 25/10/10  For more information click here
Poverty Written Answer, 25/10/10    For more information click here
Documents and Statistics
Research to Support Schools of Ambition: Final Report, 29/10/10 
For more information click here 
Literacy Action Plan, 27/10/10  For more information click here
Consultation on revised national guidance on child protection - Consultation Responses, 27/10/10  For more information click here
Long-term Monitoring of Health Inequalities - Headline Indicators - October 2010, 26/10/10   For more information click here
Children in Scotland News Service  4.11.10
TEACH CHILDREN AGED 7 ABOUT THE DANGERS OF DRINK, THINK TANK URGES 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation study finds parents' drinking habits have a significant influence on young children.  Scotsman  Click here to read more
CHILDREN ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR CHANGING ADULT BEHAVIOUR 
Leader article looks at how attitudes pass from one generation to the next, and concludes burden of responsibility for behaviour change should be placed on adults, not children. 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
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