Children’s Champions Briefing Note 3rd June 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.

Children in Scotland 27.5.10

LETTER BID TO REASSURE PARENTS OVER NEW CURRICULUM 
Parents of all children starting secondary school in August are to receive a letter from the Scottish Government in a bid to allay fears over the introduction of a controversial new school curriculum.

Herald

Click here to read more
BRITAIN'S 'BIG SLIDE' GIVES IT WESTERN EUROPE'S WORST INFANT DEATH RATE 
Britain has the worst child mortality rate in western Europe, according to new international figures.
The UK has 5.3 deaths per 1,000 live births and lags behind other high income countries, the research shows. Although the rate is not rising, those behind the research said the level of neo-natal care in Britain needed examination.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
Together Newsletter 28.5.10
EACH Child and Young Person’s Health Matters Campaign 
by Action for Sick Children (Scotland) 

Over the coming months Action for Sick Children (Scotland) will be campaigning to promote the healthcare rights of children and young people based on the European Association for Children in Hospital (EACH) Charter. On 14th September in Glasgow they will hold a conference, “EACH Child and Young Person’s Health Matters: Asking the Difficult Questions” which will look at the healthcare rights of the child. 

Action for Sick Children (Scotland) has drawn a manifesto for the Scottish Government, MSPs and those responsible for the formulation of healthcare policy. This sets out in more detail the areas in the provision of child healthcare services where Action for Sick Children believes there is still room for improvement.

The Action for Sick Children would be very interested to hear from you about any experience you may have, either personally or professionally. Please get in touch here.
Read the manifesto here (PDF 770 kb) 

Reports and Publications 
Getting It Right for Young Gypsy/Travellers
by Article 12 

What is it like to live on the fringes of mainstream society and face discrimination on a daily basis? “Getting it right for young Gypsy/Travellers”, a report by Article 12 in Scotland’s Young Gypsy/Travellers’ Lives Project, is launched this month to raise awareness of the lack of cultural specific provision, support and opportunity available to young Gypsy/Travellers and the need for key decision makers and the ‘settled’ community to ‘think inclusion’. 

Report recommendations include: 

· Increasing funding for safer and better equipped sites. 

· Better on-site facilities such as education, nurseries, disabled access and social spaces for young people. 

· Provision of activities, such as sport, computer skills and creative pursuits such as art. 

· More direct participation from the community itself. 

· More land/pitches available for rent. 

· Better health provisions. 

· A big push for greater government and local authority support. 

· A marketing campaign aimed at positively promoting the history, traditions and culture of the Gypsy/Traveller community. 

· Implementation and enforcement of equalities laws. 

· Policies put in place to stop the police from pressing charges against families who are parked-up in lay-bys etc, when suitable private or council pitches are not available. 

Report author, Beth Cadger, said: “Through giving a voice to these young Gypsy/Travellers, and indeed their community in general, we can start to challenge the evident racism towards this group: Gypsy/Travellers are considered to be an ethnic minority, yet discrimination against them still seems to be all too prevalent, and indeed socially acceptable, in our society. This must change. We need to stand behind young Gypsy/Travellers, and allow them to inform and enlighten the youth of today in order to educate past and indeed future generations, and help end discrimination towards Gypsy/Travellers – the last socially ‘acceptable’ form of racism in Scotland.” 

For a copy of the report please email Beth Cadger
Consultations 

Consultation on revised national guidance on child protection
by The Scottish Government

End date: 30th June 2010 

The Scottish Government is consulting on revised guidance on child protection, to replace the 1998 guidance Protecting Children - A Shared Responsibility: Guidance on Inter-Agency Co-operation.

If you would like to get involved, please email Laura Holton or phone 0131 244 7583. 

Events 
NHS Lothian 6th Annual Child Protection Conference: 
Effective Interventions for Neglected Children – What Works?
by Scottish Health Service Centre 

Date: Tuesday 8th June 2010
Location: Napier University 

This is a multi-agency event, which will be of interest to practitioners from: children’s and adult services (health), general practitioners, and students of health related subjects, education, social work, police, voluntary organisations and SCRA. 

To book online please visit the SHSC website or for further information please email Jill Hopper or telephone 0131 275 6497/7748. 


A Sense of Place Conference - Environments, community and services for young people
by Children in Scotland 

Date: Tuesday 8th June 2010
Location: New Drumossie Hotel, Inverness 

A special conference is being organised to explore issues raised by the latest issue of Children in Europe magazine. These will include: 

· How do services relate to the communities they serve? 

· What does ‘place’ mean for children from indigenous and exogenous groups for whom a sense of place can have multiple meanings? 

· How can family learning help build understanding across cultures? 

· What policies and strategies can help Europe’s rural areas close the gap in services? 

» To book a place and get more information please visit the Children in Scotland website. 

Funding Opportunities 

Cashback for Communities
by Youth Scotland 

The CashBack for Communities Small Grants Scheme has been established to support local volunteer led groups, who may not previously have had access to external funding, to enhance their programmes for young people and get positive projects off the ground. It can fund:

· The start up costs of a unit or youth group (up to £1,000) 

· The costs (or part of the costs) of a particular programme of activity (up to £2,000). This can include equipment. 

Local youth groups which meet all the following criteria are eligible: 
· Led by volunteers, 

· Have members which include young people aged 10 or over, 

· Based in Scotland, and 

· A member of one of the six partnership organisation listed on the website, including Youth Scotland. 

» Find out more here 

Children in Scotland News Service 28.5.10 

TEACHERS ARE SPARED 'MoTs' TO TEST THEIR COMPETENCE
The General Teaching Council for Scotland has said a new system for maintaining standards in the teaching profession will not adopt a system of 're-licensing' teachers that has sparked fury in England. They say procedures to deal with poor teachers are already 'effective'.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
BREAKING CYCLE OF DEPENDENCY AND DEPRIVATION IS HERCULEAN PROSPECT 
Editorial on the choices facing Work and Pensions Secretary Iain Duncan Smith as he reveals plans for benefit reforms.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
CHILDREN PUT PHONES AHEAD OF READING 
A survey by the National Literacy Trust shows children are more likely to own a mobile phone than a book.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
TEACHERS TOLD CHECKS OVER STANDARDS NOT TO BE FEARED 
The General Teaching Council seeks to reassure teachers over the new system of checks for school staff.

Herald

No link available

Click here to read more
RESEARCH INTO SCOTTISH POVERTY 
Researchers at the University of Glasgow and Heriot-Watt University are collaborating with six leading universities and research institutions to investigate whether Scots face different kinds of deprivation to those in other parts of the UK.

Herald

No link available

VULNERABLE OFTEN LET DOWN AT SCHOOL, SAYS HMIE 
A new report says Scottish education is found wanting in its support for young people with challenging behaviour. Children in Scotland and Enquire are quoted.

TESS

Click here to read more
Learning Teaching Scotland 28.5.10
Parents and the public

Launch of website to engage with education community 

A new website to give the public their say on key education issues was launched this week by the Education Secretary, Michael Russell.

Engage for Education will act as a hub for direct conversation with and feedback from the education community and members of the public on the issues that matter to them most.

www.engageforeducation.org/
Early years

The implementation of the Early Years Framework - a scoping study 

The University of Strathclyde has been commissioned by Tam Baillie, Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young People, to undertake a short scoping study to consider the implementation of the Early Years Framework (2008) across Scotland. This study is designed to scope Early Years Framework developments and to inform the Commissioner about progress in its implementation.

They are especially interested in good practice examples. Please take a short while to complete the survey.
www.LTScotland.org.uk/news/2010/educational/may/earlyyearsframeworkscopingstudyforthescottishcommissionerforchildrenandyoungpeople.asp?strReferringChannel=ltscotland
After-school health club could save tax payer £8.9bn

By Joe Lepper
Children & Young People Now
31 May 2010 

After-school clubs aimed at tackling obesity among seven- to 13-year-olds could save the tax payer up to £8.9bn, according to a latest report.

The report was carried out by NEF consulting and York Health Economic Consortium and looked at Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children and the Institute for Child Health at University College London's Mend 7-13 Programme.

It offers a 10-week after-school club for children who are overweight or obese and covers advice about nutrition and exercise.

The report authors said there were considerable successes in terms of weight loss, take up of physical activities, increased self-esteem and reduction in obesity-related health problems.

There are more than 300 Mend programmes taking place across the UK, but if the scheme was rolled out nationwide it could save between £6.5bn and £8.9bn, mainly in cutting NHS costs and further demand for obesity services, the report said.

Michael Weatherhead, director of NEF consulting, said: "The Mend Programme offers a compelling proposition to public commissioners. Extension of the current programme both in terms of its reach and level of aftercare provision could help mitigate the health and wellbeing costs of child obesity."

Children in Scotland News Service 1.6.10

SCOTS TEACHERS GET ONLINE 'TOOL KIT' TO HELP SPOT EARLY SIGNS OF DYSLEXIA 
New guidelines for identifying children with dyslexia will be launched by former racing driver Sir Jackie Stewart today. The online "tool kit" has been created for teachers who, under the new curriculum, due in August, will be responsible for literacy regardless of their subject.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
 

SO UNFAIR! 10% FEWER TEENAGERS IN A DECADE 
Britain's teenage population will plunge by almost 10% over the coming decade – a trend experts warn could seriously disrupt the education system.

Herald

Click here to read more 
WHY TEENAGERS CAN'T CONCENTRATE: TOO MUCH GREY MATTER 
Parents who despair over their teenagers' lack of concentration in class, inability to sit still long enough to finish homework or plan ahead, should take solace. Their children are not being lazy or careless – they are hapless victims of neurobiology.

Guardian

Click here to read more
From Inspiring Exclusion
	Including People with Autism - facilitated by Derek Wilson and Colin Newton of Inclusive Solutions and Jaynie Mitchell of Inspiring Inclusion 
The Spectrum Centre, 1 Margaret Street, Inverness 
13 September 2010 

This one-day workshop will provide participants with state-of the-art information and strategies for including adults and children in mainstream settings. 
more information »

	Circles of Friends - facilitated by Derek Wilson and Colin Newton of Inclusive Solutions and Jaynie Mitchell of Inspiring Inclusion 
The Spectrum Centre, 1 Margaret Street, Inverness 
14 September 2010 

Circle of friends is an approach to enhancing the inclusion, in a mainstream setting, of any young person who is experiencing difficulties in school because of a disability, personal crisis or because of their challenging behaviour towards others. This 1 day course is delivered by Inclusive Solutions 
more information »


Scots consult on child protection advice

By Joe Lepper
Children & Young People Now
1 June 2010 

The Scottish government is seeking views on a raft of updates to its child protection guidance.

The current guidance is aimed at social workers, police and NHS staff but not been updated since 1998.

Proposed revisions include ensuring that unborn babies with a child protection plan are placed on the child protection register.

ADVERTISEMENT

National timescales for holding and following up child protection case conferences could also be added. Under the proposed changes initial case conferences should take place within 21 days from a concern being raised.  
Other revisions cover issues such as online safety, child trafficking and substance misuse, which have become more prevalent over the past decade.

The revised guidance also has a greater focus on the importance of information sharing across organisations.

Detective Superintendent Lesley Boal, the Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland child protection working group lead, said: "Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children depends upon effective joined up working between agencies and professionals who have different roles and expertise."

The consultation on the changes closes on 17 September.

National Guidance for Child Protection in Scotland: Consultation http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/313390/0099355.pdf
Child protection guidance http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/05/01083004
Children in Scotland 2.6.10

NEW SCOTS GUIDELINES TO PROMISE CHILDREN GREATER PROTECTION 
More children who have been victims of child trafficking or bullying or have been vulnerable to online se*ual predators will be considered for the child protection register under new guidelines.

Scotsman  Click here to read more
 

BAD TEACHERS ESCAPE SACK 
Only two of Scotland's 52,000 teachers have been sacked for incompetence by local authorities in the past three years.

Herald   Click here to read more 
Learning Teaching Scotland 3.6.10 
The Scottish Government 
1. Children with additional needs http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/06/02144725
Children with additional support needs are to receive an improved service as a result of new measures that will make it easier for teachers and health staff to work together the Scottish Government has announced.
More than 44,000 children in Scotland require additional support for their learning and many of these are likely to receive assistance from Allied Health Professionals (AHPs), who include speech and language therapists, physiotherapists, and occupational therapists, among others. However, there are fears that the quality of service children receive can vary depending on which part of the country they live in. Following a wide-reaching consultation, the Scottish Government has now published national guidelines for health and education staff showing clearly, for the first time, how they can best work together.
Related publication: Guidance on partnership working between allied health professions and education http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/27095736/0
A guidance document to support improved partnership working between education and allied health professions services.
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