Children’s Champions Briefing Note 30th March 2011
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Learning Teaching Scotland 17.3.11

HM Inspectorate of Education (HMIE)

Count Us In: Mind Over Matter, Promoting and Supporting Mental and Emotional Wellbeing

http://www.hmie.gov.uk/Publications.aspx
HM Inspectorate of Education has published the latest support material in its Count Us In series, Count Us In: Mind Over Matter, Promoting and Supporting Mental and Emotional Wellbeing.

To read the report in full or to download a copy please visit the HMIE website: http://www.hmie.gov.uk/Publications.aspx
Please also find a link to the related press release: http://www.hmie.gov.uk/News2.aspx?channel=Publications
Scottish Government News Release 17.3.11

Extra support for school leavers     Read the full article 

CYP Now Bulletin 18.3.11

Financial crisis has lowered children's wellbeing, finds Children's Society
Scout Association launches campaign to save groups from 'crippling' rent increases
Children in Scotland News Service 18.3.11
SIBLING CARERS ARE FAILED BY SOCIAL SERVICES, SAYS REPORT 
Guardian    Click here to read more
HCF Comment: Anecdotal testimony from some families and young carers seems to be reflected in elements of this report.
COMMUNITIES COME TO THE FORE AS CLUSTER MODEL GAINS GROUND 
TESS    Click here to read more
BOARDS WON'T 'MAGIC UP' A BETTER DEAL      TESS    Click here to read more
SCOTTISH SCHOOLS 'SHOULD HAVE MORE CONTROL' ON BUDGETS 
BBC News website      Click here to read more
CYP Now Bulletin 21.3.11
Official statistics distort levels of youth unemployment, claims institute
Children in Scotland News Service 22.3.11
HEALTH TIME BOMB FEAR FOR SCOTLAND'S CHILDREN 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
Reconstruct Services Briefing 22.3.11
'Having Corporate Parents - children's views and experiences'
  
Download the latest paper now.
HCF Comment: Based on an OFSTED paper in England.
CYP Now Bulletin 23.3.11
National strategy needed to reduce risk for runaway children
Children in Scotland News Service 23.3.11
THREAT OF SCHOOL STRIKES INCREASES       Herald  Click here to read more
24.3.11 

NEW TEACHERS OFFER AVERTS STRIKE THREAT   Herald   Click here to read more
CYP Now Bulletin 24.3.11

Budget overlooks families living in poverty, warn campaigners
Campaigners seek to save crisis fund for families
EHRC News March 2011
Widespread bullying in schools is not being tackled, new report shows   Read more

 HYPERLINK "http://p3trc.emv2.com/HS?a=ENX7CqkiVtDS8SA9MKJMXknnGHxKLN2R_vcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_Hhe-n6lIx" \o "blocked::http://p3trc.emv2.com/HS?a=ENX7CqkiVtDS8SA9MKJMXknnGHxKLN2R_vcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_Hhe-n6lIx
Read More" \t "_blank"  
Children in Scotland News Bulletin 25.3.11
'ROUTE MAP' TO COMBAT CHILDREN'S OBESITY         TESS   Click here to read more
SCHOOLS' RECORD ON MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES SHOWS SIGNS OF IMPROVEMENT
TESS    Click here to read more
28.3.11 
DADS NOT KEEN TO TAKE LONGER PATERNITY     Scotsman     Click here to read more
STRESSED PARENTS PASSING ON DAMAGING DNA TO CHILDREN 
Scotland on Sunday    Click here to read more
31.3.11 
PARENTS WILL BE TOLD IF S*X OFFENDER HAS CHILD ACCESS
Scotsman   Click here to read more
CYP Now Bulletin 30.3.11
Better transition services for young people could save £3.2bn
HCF Comment: Based on research in England.

Children want a say in teacher recruitment, says children's commissioner
HCF Comment: This article is based on research in England. However it fits well with the comments form the Donaldson review of Teacher Education. Although Donaldson did not go as far as involving young people in assessing applicants for professional training he did stress the need to ensure that candidates with the correct attributes were recruited. Many organisations use young service users as part of recruitment panels - including services in Highland – and it is to be hoped that this trend will continue.
31.3.11

Looked-after children express lack of control over their care
Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
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