Children’s Champions Briefing Note 30th June 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.

FAMILIES AND DISABLED PEOPLE HIT BY 'NASTY' CUTS, SAYS COOPER 
Severely disabled people and families with young children will suffer a heavy hit under "nasty' Thatcherite cuts to benefits; reduced tax credits and frozen child benefit, the shadow work and pensions secretary, Yvette Cooper has warned, raising questions about David Cameron's pledge to lead a family-friendly government.

Guardian

Click here to read more
From Children in Scotland   25.610 

CONCERN OVER MENTALLY ILL CHILDREN PUT IN ADULT WARDS 
Concerns have been expressed over the number of times young people with mental health problems are admitted to adult hospital wards for treatment after it emerged that commitments to halve the number of children in adult hospital beds by 2009 have not been met.

Scotsman  Click here to read more
LOW ACHIEVERS FROM POOR FAMILIES 'ARE BEING FAILED BY SCOTS SCHOOLS' 
Scotland's state school system is not delivering for low achievers from poor families, according to Dirk van Damme, head of research and innovation at the OECD. He pointed to a wide gap between the best and worst classrooms as affecting the capacity of children to benefit from learning.

Scotsman   Click here to read more
SCHEME TO HELP THE POOREST IN EDUCATION TO BE SCALED BACK 
The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA), which makes weekly £30 payments to the poorest 16- to 19-year-olds to encourage them to stay at school or college, is to be scaled back and possibly scrapped.

Scotsman   Click here to read more
 

VACCINATION UPTAKE FOR CHILDREN 'HIGH' 
Vaccination uptake against serious diseases such as diphtheria, polio and measles remains over 95%.

Scotsman   Click here to read more
99% 'WOULD ACT ON SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE' 
Findings from ChildLine indicate the vast majority of Scots would contact the authorities if they suspect a child is being neglected or abused, with a small number saying they would confront the perpetrator themselves.

Scotsman   Click here to read more
WE MUST UNITE FOR THE SAKE OF OUR CHILDREN 
Opinion piece by education secretary Michael Russell calling for a national political consensus on children's services to give children the best start.

Herald  Click here to read more
'DEGRADING' YOUTH DISPERSAL ALARMS FACE BAN 
Mosquito devices, used to discourage young people gathering in public areas, could be banned following a European debate. The devices emit high-frequency sounds that can be irritating and painful to under-25s.

Guardian   Click here to read more
From Learning Teaching Scotland 24.6.10

Children in Scotland 

Smoking costs society - Investing now in prevention and early years will pay long-term benefits http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/html/med_prs.htm
Two key presentations at a conference on smoking, lifestyle and cultural change on Thursday 24 June focussed on the need to ensure that a time when public spending is to be cut, the right decisions are made to invest in long term health. 
Speaking at the Scottish Tobacco Control Alliance’s Annual Meeting in Stirling, ASH Scotland Chief Executive Sheila Duffy commented:

“Smoking costs society.  A quarter of all deaths in Scotland are due to smoking and there is a cost to bear in terms of the impact on the NHS, the economy, and to families losing loved ones or coping with long-term illness or disability...’

Emergency Budget: Osborne's plans 'will hurt poorest families'

By Janaki Mahadevan    Children & Young People Now   22 June 2010 

Children, young people and families are in line to bear the brunt of the measures announced in the Budget to reduce the country's deficit, sector leaders have warned.

Despite assurances from Chancellor George Osborne that low-income and vulnerable families will feel the least impact of cuts, professionals have voiced concerns that the combination of measures, from rises in VAT to cuts to child tax credits, will pose a significant challenge to the poorest families. 

ADVERTISEMENT

Dr Katherine Rake, chief executive of the Family and Parenting Institute, said: "With the Child Trust Fund being abolished, child tax credits being cut for many ordinary families and child benefit frozen for three years, parents might be forgiven for suspecting they are in the frontline for cuts.

"Each separate announcement on the likes of raising VAT and cutting tax credits might sound manageable. But when considered together as a package, it’s clear this Budget will mean significant pain for families.

"The poorest families will feel the impact most acutely. But middle-income families will feel the squeeze too, especially as many work in the public sector, in schools and hospitals."

Bob Reitemeier, chief executive of the Children's Society, said: "We believe the new government has tried to be fair. The Chancellor claimed this Budget will not increase child poverty, but sadly we believe we are still in danger of creating the new poor. Hiking up VAT, ending payments like the Health in Pregnancy Grant and slashing child tax credits at a £40,000 joint income threshold is all going to put pressure on a lot of families already struggling to make ends meet. The freezing of child benefit for three years is a big blow for very vulnerable families. We are also concerned about the amount to be clawed back from the Welfare Bill over the next five years as the Chancellor aims to find savings of £40bn."

Anne Longfield, chief executive of 4Children, said: "We welcome the retention of child benefit as a universal means of support for all families. The poorest families will also benefit from the increase in income tax personal allowance and the rise in the children’s element of tax credits. 

"However, the increase in VAT will come as a blow to low-income families who already pay a larger proportion of their income on VAT. The impact of the withdrawal of tax credits from hundreds of thousands of families with incomes above £40,000 should not be underestimated."

Philip Parkin, general secretary of education union Voice, said: The Budget will seriously diminish the public sector and gives Voice great concern for the future of education. Dedicated teachers, teaching assistants, childcarers and other public sector professionals are being made to pay for the folly, incompetence and greed of politicians and the City.  

Children and adult learners will suffer as services wither and die, courses are cut and buildings crumble. Economic recovery and the long-term prosperity of the country will be damaged by the decline in further and higher education and by the rise in unemployment.

Sally Copley, head of policy at Save the Children UK, said: "The £2bn extra cash to help the poorest families via child tax credit was the rabbit that Osborne pulled out of the hat. It's a welcome move and we're glad it's targeted at those who need it most.

"But we fear this benefit will be wiped out by Osborne's other tough measures. Most importantly, a 20 per cent VAT rate means the poorest parents will see their bill rise to at least £1,600 a year, affecting already overstretched budgets and driving some into the arms of loan sharks. 

"Freezing child benefit for three years will also hurt the poorest families most, rather than their richer peers. And while raising the personal allowance lifts a million out of income tax, it doesn't affect the three million who fall below the threshold already."

From Children in Scotland’s News Service 28.6.10

GREEN FINGERS BOOSTS YOUNG MINDS, SURVEY FINDS 
The Royal Horticultural Society is calling for gardening to be used as a teaching tool after findings show it can boost a child's development and confidence.

Scotsman  Click here to read more
 

HEADTEACHER SAYS NEW SCHOOL CURRICULUM HAS NO 'REAL RELEVANCE' 
A headteacher whose school achieved "staggering and sustained improvements" in academic results and pupil confidence has expressed doubts about Curriculum for Excellence, warning it could be a "symbolic gesture".

Scotsman    Click here to read more
MORE CHILDREN NEED TO BE PLACED IN CARE, SAYS BARNARDO'S BOSS 
Barnardo's chief executive Martin Narey says the current social services system places too much emphasis on keeping birth families together, risking children being left with inadequate parenting and the state having to intervene at a later stage and an extra cost.

Guardian   Click here to read more
 OPPOSITION JOIN FORCES AGAINST MINIMUM ALCOHOL PRICES 
Opposition leaders have signed a letter calling for alternatives to minimum alcohol pricing plans to be explored.

Scotland on Sunday  Click here to read more
CASES OF CHILDREN TREATED FOR GUN INJURIES DOUBLE 
Scottish government data show the number of children admitted to hospital for injuries involving guns has more than doubled in a year.

Scotland on Sunday   Click here to read more
HONESTY IS THE BREAST POLICY 
Dani Garavelli suggests that featuring breastfeeding only as part of a campaign or when negative issues arise is counterproductive in persuading more young mothers to breastfeed.

Scotland on Sunday  Click here to read more
Study reveals financial cost of negative care experiences

By Lauren Higgs   Children & Young People Now    28 June 2010 

Looked-after children who move placement repeatedly and have a negative experience of care can cost councils up to £32,755 more each year than their counterparts in stable homes, a report by Demos and Barnardo's has found.

The report, In Loco Parentis, which is based on research with looked-after children, care leavers and foster carers, sets out two hypothetical "care journeys".

"Child A" has a positive journey through care, with stability in housing and school arrangements. This reflects the 5-10 per cent of children in care who experience long-term, stable placements and supported transitions.

"Child B" experiences a poor journey through the care system, with several placement moves and an early departure from the care system. This represents the 5-10 per cent of children who experience instability and disruption in care.

The report found that a stable experience of the care system over 14 years costs £354,053. But an unstable experience over just half that time years costs £393,579, a difference of £41,526.

The report also considered the costs associated with adult outcomes after care."Child A" who leaves care at 18 with good mental health and strong relationships, goes to university and finds a job could cost the state £20,119 between the age of 16 and 30. 

But "Child B" who leaves care at 16, with poor mental health and no qualifications could cost the state £111,923 in the same time.

Demos is now calling on government to raise the care leaving age to 18, offer "a right to remain" in placements until 21 and a "right to return to care" for all care leavers up to the age of 24.

The report also urges government to introduce a new statutory duty on councils to offer family group conferencing, as well as better access to short breaks and placement support for foster carers.

To improve the well-being of children in care, the report suggests there should be mandatory mental health assessments for every child entering care and improved training on child and adolescent mental health for foster carers and residential care workers.

Julia Margo, acting director of Demos, said the care system must be de-stigmatised and viewed as a positive form of family support.

"Because we don’t trust the care system, we don’t use it as the effective parallel parent that it could be," she said.

Martin Narey, chief executive of Barnardo’s, added: "Many believe that care is always second best to the care provided by parents. Contrary to popular belief, and for all its inadequacies, care does make things better and can and does create stable, nurturing environments for children."

He urged councils and government to adopt a more proactive and positive use of care, "one where care is used earlier and more effectively so it becomes a means of real cost avoidance".

"For many children care does work," he said. "Yet there is still considerable room for improvement, and more importantly, this improvement is eminently attainable."

Council of Europe assembly votes to ban use of Mosquito dispersal devices

By Joe Lepper   Children & Young People Now   25 June 2010 

Councils are set to be banned from using Mosquito devices to disperse young people, following a landmark ruling by the Council of Europe's parliamentary assembly.

Members unanimously backed a recommendation made by Polish European People’s Party member Piotr Wach calling on all local authorities and governments in Europe to ban their use.

A report presented to members by Wach had said that such devices are "neither politically acceptable nor consistent with the safeguarding of fundamental human rights". 

"For these reasons, legislative measures should be taken throughout Europe against the marketing of such devices and their use in public places should be banned," it added.

The report was also concerned about the health implications of the devices, which give out an unpleasant, high frequency sound.

It said: "The physical impact of high-frequency sounds on children and young people still lacks adequate medical research; this is of concern."

UK children’s rights campaigners, such as the Children’s Rights Alliance for England (CRAE) and the Children’s Society, have been calling for a ban for a number of years. 

Carolyne Willow, CRAE’s national co-ordinator, was delighted with the decision. She said: "It tells you something about our culture that sales of this device have been highest in the UK and no former minister made any attempt to bring forward legislation to protect children and young people from businesses and public authorities conspiring to keep them away from public spaces and facilities."

The decision by the parliamentary assembly has to be approved by Europe's Committee of Ministers before a ban can be put in place. This process could take up to six months.

CRAE has now written to Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg to urge him not to wait and include a provision in the forthcoming Freedom Bill to ban them.

From Learning Teaching Scotland 28.6.10

Scottish Government
Building Curriculum for Excellence through positive relationships and behaviour - Behaviour in Scottish Schools Research 2009 - Scottish Advisory Group on Behaviour in Schools - Positive Behaviour Team http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/316280/0100664.pdf
The purpose of this leaflet is to inform you of the recent Behaviour in Scottish Schools Research 2009 and how the Scottish Government and the Scottish Advisory Group on Behaviour in Schools have identified the next steps and priority actions to further improve relationships and behaviour within Curriculum for Excellence in response to the findings of this research. The leaflet is also a source of support - providing essential information about the work of the Scottish Government's Positive Behaviour Team to support local authorities, schools and learning establishments with the implementation of a wide range of strategies and approaches to promote positive relationships and behaviour.

Ex-minister Deacon tasked with building political consensus on early years in Scotland

By Joe Lepper
Children & Young People Now
28 June 2010 

The Scottish government has drafted in former Labour health minister Professor Susan Deacon to lead a review into improving early years services.

The SNP-led government has turned to Deacon due to her experience as the first cabinet minister for health and community care following devolution. 

Her priorities include building a political consensus on early years provision and tackling the link between poverty and poor school grades.  

Deacon said: "It is more important than ever that we work together to give Scotland’s children the best possible start in life and that we find ways to combine our efforts and resources effectively." 

She will be based at the University of Edinburgh, where she is a honorary professor of social and political science. Her first recommendations are expected by the end of the year.

Education Secretary Michael Russell said: "More needs to be done to ensure that children from all backgrounds, and particularly those facing the greatest hardships, are given the help they need and deserve."
HCF Comment: Please see the first article on the next page for a link to the full Scottish Government statement on Prof Deacon’s appointment and remit.

From Learning Teaching Scotland 29.6.10
The Scottish Government 

Early years action http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/06/28165226
 

Former Scottish Health Minister Susan Deacon is to lead a wide-ranging, national dialogue on how best to take action to improve children's early years of life.

Professor Deacon has been tasked with building agreement on the importance of the early months and years of children's lives and practical ways to improve these given the unprecedented pressures on the public purse. She will bring forward suggestions for practical action by the end of the year.

This announcement follows a pledge from Scottish Government Ministers at the Children's Summit last Wednesday to renew the national effort on children's early years. Professor Deacon will seek to build consensus across all walks of Scottish life and across political divides.

Improving Children’s Services in Scotland

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/childrens-services/full-conference/article/improving-childrens-services-in-scotland.html?code=MKRG
Jane Clifford, Team Leader, Support for Children and Young People, is one of the speakers at this conference which is being held on Tuesday 14 September in Edinburgh.

There will be a Ministerial address by Adam Ingram MSP, Minister for Children and Early Years

This event focuses on the key issues including: 

• The importance of early intervention
• Practical examples on successful commissioning strategies 
• Safeguarding and information sharing challenges 
• How to increase parental engagement through learning 
• Promoting healthy lifestyles for children through joined-up working with health services.
HCF Comment: The programme for this conference makes no reference to engagement with young service users. The Forum has written to the organisers asking for a clarification.
From Learning Teaching Scotland 30.6.10
Follow up survey of leavers from Scottish schools http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/06/29120048
Scotland's Chief Statistician has published statistics on the follow up destinations of young people who left school in 2008-09. This release is the third time that this information has been published and provides information on young people's status in March 2010, approximately 9 months after leaving school.

School meals 2010 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/06/29113612
Scotland's Chief Statistician has published a range of statistics relating to school meals in Scotland's publicly funded schools.

Some of the main findings are:

· Of those pupils present on the survey day, 46.1% took a meal supplied by the school, compared to 45.1% in 2009 

· In 2010, across all sectors, 118,963 pupils (17.8% of the total school roll) were registered for free school meals, an increase of 17,010 (16.7%) on the previous year 

· Of those registered for free school meals and present on the day of the survey, 81.5% took a free school meal on the survey day 

· 50.4% of the pupils present on the survey day took a meal in primary schools, the highest rate recorded over the last 10 years 

· 36% of all schools provided a breakfast club service to pupils 
Statistical publication: School Meals in Scotland, 2010 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/06/28154556/0
Children in Scotland

Helping services work together to ‘get it right’ for children - Government conference looks at Scottish pedagogues http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/html/med_prs.htm
Introducing Scottish pedagogues could raise standards in children’s services, provide a more flexible professional workforce for the children’s sector and help improve outcomes for children, a government conference will hear today (30 June).
In a new report Exploring the benefits of Danish pedagogy, Scottish practitioners look at what the pedagogue model, successfully established in other European countries, could bring to the children’s sector in Scotland as the workforce aspires to deliver services in a more holistic way. 

The report and conference share feedback from the government’s Working It Out debate, facilitated by Children in Scotland, which has engaged thousands of children’s sector workers in discussion about how best to ensure services can respond to new challenges in the future. Piloting a Scottish pedagogue model is an option that has received support from across the sector. 

Children in Scotland News Service 30.6.10

FIFTH OF UK PARENTS BUY FIVE BOTTLES OF DRINK FOR CHILDREN 
One in five British parents will by their teenage children at least five bottles of wine or spirits to celebrate finishing their exams, new research has discovered.

Scotsman   Click here to read more
PANINIS AND BAGUETTES ON SCHOOL DINNER MENU 
Education leaders must take an "innovative" approach in order to increase the number of pupils choosing school meals, the children's minister said yesterday. Adam Ingram has written to schools throughout the country, education directors and catering firms, after new figures revealed only a marginal increase in those children taking meals. He has urged authorities to overhaul the way they provide sustenance for pupils and consider laying on the likes of hot paninis and "deli-style" baguettes. However, campaigners said the only way significantly to improve the uptake would be to provide free meals to all children.

Scotsman   Click here to read more
 

CONCERN SEES CALL FOR ACTION AS MORE SCOTS UNDER-14S GET PREGNANT
Scotland has seen a rise in the number of girls aged 14 and under who become pregnant, prompting calls for more action to tackle the problem.

Scotsman    Click here to read more
MORE SCOTTISH PUPILS TAKING SCHOOL DINNERS
Less than half of all pupils in Scotland are eating school dinners, despite a rise in the latest figures.

A study found that 50.4% of primary pupils ate a school meal - the highest figure in the last decade.

The Scottish government figures suggested that 39.6% of secondary pupils had a school meal, a slight rise on the previous year.

BBC News – website   Click here to read more 
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