Children’s Champions Briefing Note 29th June 2011
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.
Scottish Government News Service 22.6.11
Play, Talk, Read  Read the full article 

Successful campaign aimed at improving Early Years provision to be extended.
CYP Now Bulletin 24.6.11
Schools are crucial to combat violence against women, say charities
Read the report here End Violence Against Women Coalition
HCF Comment: Based on work undertaken in England.
Learning Teaching Scotland/TESS 24.6.11
Setting up a promising future   http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6090308
Dornoch Academy pupils are being inspired to go for Duke of Edinburgh bronze and even gold, Jean McLeish reports.

HCF Comment: The really interesting comment in this article came right at the end where a sixth year pupil described helping third year pupils with learning disabilities complete their DofE expedition. HCF has come across schools where “mainstream” pupils have never met or worked with peers with challenges in the school and could not conceive of how they could. This work at Dornoch and in other Highland schools sets the direction of travel that is needed to make inclusion real.
Determined to Succeed - Local Authority Progress Reports 2008-11

Determined to Succeed (DtS) is the Scottish Government's strategy to develop the enterprise and employability skills of young people

The full report is available online.
Children in Scotland News Service 24.6.11
BABIES BORN WITH THE ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE
Scotsman   Click here to read more
SINGLE MOTHERS HARDEST HIT BY CUTS AND TAX RISES 
Scotsman   Click here to read more
CALLS FOR COUNSELLORS IN ALL SCOTTISH SCHOOLS 
BBC Click here to read more
HCF Comment: The thrust of this report is strongly supported by the research undertaken in Highland by Donald MacLeod and Jan Thompson and reported on in May 2006. A copy of their report can be accessed here. The work undertaken by HCF in the last year also highlights the importance of ready access to independent sources of advice and counselling for young people.

Children in Scotland News Service 27.6.11
RETURN OF THE FRUGAL FAMILY   Sunday Herald  Click here to read more
IT'S NOT CHILDREN WHO ARE S*XUALISED .. IT'S US 

Sunday Herald  Click here to read more
SCOTTISH HEALTH BOARDS 'COMPLACENT' OVER ASTHMA CARE
BBC Scotland  Click here to read more
CYP Now Bulletin 28.6.11
GMC guidance urges doctors to act on child abuse concerns
Children in Scotland News Service 28.6.11

ONE IN SEVEN TEENS END UP ON THE DOLE  Scotsman  Click here to read more
SCHOOL CHIEFS ISSUE 'JARGON BUSTER' FOR PARENTS
Scotsman   Click here to read more
CYP Now Bulletin 29.6.11

Failure to identify speech and language difficulties is holding young people back
Children in Scotland News Service 29.6.11

GRANDPARENTS 'GET RAW DEAL OVER LOOKING AFTER CHILDREN' 
Scotsman   Click here to read more
TEENAGE BOYS MORE LIKLEY TO SUFFER CYBER BULLYING THAN GIRLS 
The current focus on cyber bullying among teenage girls may have given or the misguided message that the behaviour of boys online does not need safeguards, according to new research by Scottish academics.   Scotsman   Click here to read more
In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
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