Children’s Champions Briefing Note 27th May 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.

Number of children in poverty fell by 100,000 in past year

By Ross Watson   Children & Young People Now    20 May 2010 

The number of children living in poverty has fallen by 100,000 in the past year, according to government figures released today.

The latest Households Below Average Income figures, published by the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), show that in 2008/09 2.8 million children were living in relative poverty before housing costs. This compares to 2.9 million in 2007/08.

The figures represent the first decline in child poverty rates since 2005. But according to the DWP inequality remains at "historically high levels".

Work and Pensions Secretary Iain Duncan Smith, was damning about the previous government's approach to tackling the issue.

"Vast sums of money have been poured into the benefits system over the past decade in an attempt to address poverty, but today's statistics clearly show that this approach has failed," he said. "A new approach is needed that addresses the drivers behind poverty and actually improves the outcomes of the millions of adults and children trapped in poverty."

Smith said that currently many people are trapped by the welfare system, dependant on benefits. He added that the new government should look at "making work pay" and getting a return on money invested in programmes supporting people into work.

But the Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) slammed the new government's plans to reform tax credits and benefits. "Today's statistics show investing in child benefit and child tax credits is vital to reducing child poverty, as is access to disability benefits. But child benefits are currently under attack from commentators and politicians seeking to reduce the deficit," said CPAG chief executive Shan Nicholas.

Barnardo's chief executive Martin Narey said that government plans to cut child tax credits and child trust funds for the highest earners was a step in the right direction.

"To continue on the right foot all it [our government] has to do is invest that money saved in our country's poorest children," he added.

HCF Comment: See the next article for another view of the situation…
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The number of children living in poverty has risen for the first time in more than a decade, with 10,000 more youngsters in poor households than a year earlier.

That equates to almost 30 more youngsters a day sinking into poverty.

One in five Scottish children is now deprived, and that figure moves up to a quarter after families' housing costs have been taken into account, according to new Scottish Government figures for 2008-9.

Both the Scottish and UK governments are committed to ending child poverty by 2020, but campaigners are growing increasingly sceptical about their chance of success.

Douglas Hamilton, head of Save the Children in Scotland, said: "Today's figures have to be a major wake-up call, as more than one in five children in Scotland now live in poverty.

"The statistics show a rise of a further 10,000 children in Scotland whose parents struggle to get by. Despite repeated commitments from governments, that's a figure equivalent to almost every child that lives in Paisley. There can be no excuses – either end child poverty or face the prospect of a lost generation.

"The poorest parents are having to provide for their children on less than £33 a day – to cover absolutely everything from housing to food, clothing, heating and transport."

Martin Crewe, director of Barnardo's Scotland, added: "The new UK government has a great opportunity to tackle some of the structural problems that cause child poverty including breaking down barriers to work for parents, improving affordable childcare opportunities and making sure all children have an equal opportunity in education."

The Poverty and Income Inequality in Scotland 2008-9 report shows that 210,000 children and 490,000 adults are living in relative poverty, where their household income is less than 60 per cent of the Scots average.

It is the first time the children's total has risen since 1996-97, and is the highest figure for adults since 2002-3.

After rents and mortgages are taken into account those figures increase to 260,000 children and 600,000 adults.

The figures also show a leap in the number of children and adults living in absolute poverty – where their income is not rising in real terms – after housing costs are taken into account. 

Over the course of the last year, the number of children in absolute poverty rose by 20,000 to 150,000, while the number of adults rose by 40,000 to 430,000.

The new Conservative and Liberal Democrat coalition has promised to raise the income tax threshold to £10,000, cutting the average tax bill by £700, and ensuring four million people no longer have to pay any tax at all.

Jeremy Purvis, Scottish Liberal Democrat's finance spokesman, said: "We are hopeful that the lifting of the tax threshold to £10,000 will lift thousands of families out of paying income tax. This will be a considerable move to reduce poverty."

Liz Smith, Scottish Conservative education spokeswoman, said: "It is clear that the Scottish Government's aim of ending child poverty by 2020 is now going to be very difficult to achieve and children living in the most deprived areas will pay the price for this.

"These escalating problems arise from generational poor parenting, and Scottish Conservatives are determined to tackle this."

A Scottish Government spokeswoman said: "We have a target to eradicate poverty and we are fully committed to that."
Regional living costs must be considered in fight against child poverty

Children & Young People Now  21 May 2010 

The government has been urged to take regional living costs into account when tackling child poverty, after a report by the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) showed London has the highest child poverty rates in the UK.

The report, Poverty and Inequality in the UK: 2010, was funded by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. It is based on Housing Below Average Income figures, released by the government yesterday. But the IFS report analyses child poverty based on regional living costs, as opposed to the government figures which are based on UK-wide statistics.

Ali Muriel, a senior research economist at the IFS, said the difference in regional living costs could have serious repercussions on the way the government targets child poverty measures.

"London is the region with the highest child poverty rate when you take into account the high cost of living there. But it is much further down the table if you do not," Muriel told CYP Now. "If you are targeting your resources somewhere, then it really makes a difference when you take into account the cost of living."

According to the IFS, London has a child poverty rate of 22 per cent based on national prices, equivalent to the national average. But based on regional costs London's child poverty rate rises to 28 per cent.

After London, the research suggests that Northern Ireland has the highest UK child poverty rate. It is lowest in Scotland and the East of England. The IFS research calculates child poverty rates based on a period of three years between 2006 and 2009.  Regional living costs were calculated by IFS using previous Family Resource survey findings and ONS regional price indices.

HCF Comment: Statistics! Statistics! And….

From Learning Teaching Scotland 21.5.10
The Highland Council

Highland wins national competition for Internet Safety Resources http://www.highland.gov.uk/yourcouncil/news/newsreleases/2010/May/2010-05-20-15.htm
A Highland play aimed at protecting children from cyber-bullying has won a national award and is to be used as a national teaching resource.  Earlier this year the Scottish Government announced the launch of an action plan and marketing campaign to improve the safety of children on the internet and prevent problems such as cyber bullying, internet fraud and online grooming.  

Part of the campaign included an 'Internet Safety Competition' which ran in conjunction with Young Scot and Learning and Teaching Scotland in order to find new and original resources for use in Scotland.

Children in Scotland 21.5.10

PARENTS FORK OUT £61/2M FOR 'FREE' EDUCATION 
Parents across Scotland are subsidising cash-strapped schools through fundraising events to buy key items such as books and computers, a survey shows.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
 HOME-GROWN APPROACH TO MAKING KIDS EAT GREENS 
Many children would rather eat home-grown fruit and vegetables than those bought from a supermarket – and almost three-quarters want space to grow their own, a poll has found.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
NICE guidance on accessible contraceptive services for young people

By Ben Cook Children & Young People Now  24 May 2010 

Draft guidance on ensuring all young people are able to access contraceptive services in city centres, schools and colleges has been published by the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE).

The guidance focuses on helping disadvantaged young people under the age of 25, such as teenage parents, young people living in deprived areas, minority ethic groups and young offenders.

The draft recommendations include establishing collaborative "evidence-based" commissioning arrangements between primary care trusts to provide contraception and sexual health services for young people at convenient, accessible locations such as city centres, colleges and schools.

The guidance also recommends that doctors, nurses and pharmacists should, where possible, provide the full range of contraceptive methods.

Other proposals outlined in the guidance include:

· additional support for disadvantaged young people to enable them to gain access to contraceptive services without delay, such as interpreters, one-to-one advice, facilities for people with physical and sensory disabilities, and assistance for those with learning disabilities

· ensure all young women are able to obtain free emergency hormonal contraception, including advance provision

· ensure young men and women know where to obtain free advance provision of emergency hormonal contraception

· all young women who obtain emergency hormonal contraception should be offered clear information about, and referral to, contraception and sexual health services.

Penny Barber, chief executive of Brook in Birmingham and a member of the NICE programme development group, said: "We know emergency contraception is more effective the sooner you use it after sex so it's crucial young women have it on hand in case they need it. Evidence demonstrates that making emergency contraception available in advance does not change the amount of sex young people have."

Comments on the guidance should be submitted via the website by 23 June 2010. Final guidance is expected to be available in October 2010.
HCF Comment: NICE guidelines are an English provision, however their standards find there way into Scottish best practice guidance on many occasions.

Children's sector fears losing out under Big Society plans

By Lauren Higgs and Ross Watson  Children & Young People Now   25 May 2010 

The coalition government's bid to create a "Big Society" could pose a severe threat to services for children and young people, professionals have warned.

Proposals to overhaul the planning system will encourage a "not in my back yard" mentality by allowing residents groups to block youth clubs and children's homes from being set up, according to practitioners who have been on the receiving end of planning protests.

Meanwhile, Labour leadership candidate Ed Miliband has blasted the decision to channel the unclaimed money from dormant bank accounts into a "Big Society Bank". The Dormant Accounts Act 2008, of which Miliband was a key architect, had earmarked the cash for youth facilities. But now the estimated £300m-£400m will be split between neighbourhood groups, charities and social enterprises.

Miliband told CYP Now: "Labour laid down in law that money from dormant bank accounts must be spent on facilities for young people.

If the government downgrades that commitment, people will conclude that its claims to care about improving the life chances of young people are hollow."

Linda Jack, chair of the Liberal Democrat youth policy working group, said the pot for youth facilities is now likely to be smaller, saying: "We thought there would be money there for the youth sector but that has been lost."

In his speech launching the Big Society vision last week, Prime Minister David Cameron said it would "give neighbourhoods far more ability to determine the shape of places in which their inhabitants live".

But in recent years, residents in areas across the country have protested against new youth facilities, fearing they would lead to noise and antisocial behaviour.

Uniformed youth group the Woodcraft Folk was involved in a two-year battle with residents in West Sussex, who were opposed to young people camping in local countryside. Last year, residential care provider Northerncare faced resistance on plans to open a children's home.

Peter Hart, a youth worker from Hartlepool, said: "Where we work, a lot of people have complained about youth shelters, saying they encourage young people into their community."

Kevin Gallagher, chief executive of Bryn Melyn, said residents often have the same reaction to children's homes, in rural or suburban areas.

Sam Dimmock, head of policy at the Children's Rights Alliance for England, warned that there are risks in devolving such powers to communities. "I would like to see how they are going to set up structures to involve children in decisions that affect communities," she said.

A Cabinet Office spokesman said there has to be a balance between what communities want and what is best for children. But he said the balance is currently tipped against local people. Plans on the Big Society Bank will be set out in detail, he added, but confirmed some money will still go to youth projects.
HCF Comment: A number of the issues raised in this article are devolved matters in Scotland.
Learning Teaching Scotland 25.5.10

Scottish Government
Launch of website to engage with education community
A new website to give the public their say on key education issues was launched today by the Education Secretary.  Engage for Education will act as a hub for direct conversation with and feedback from the education community and members of the public on the issues that matter to them most.  Michael Russell launched the site on a visit to St Ninian’s High School in East Dunbartonshire.  Visit  http://www.engageforeducation.org/ and join in!
Who Cares? Scotland http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/05/25085058
A £300,000 grant has been awarded to Who Cares? Scotland to develop and run a national training programme for corporate parents so they can improve the support provided for looked after children.
The programme aims to improve awareness of and the challenges faced by looked after children among corporate parents - the 1,220 elected members and community planning partners in Scotland's 32 local authorities - raise awareness among NHS Boards of their responsibility to promote the needs of looked after children and help drive forward national policies to support young people in care.
 HMIE
 
Lessons learned from the Schools of Ambition initiative http://www.hmie.gov.uk/documents/publication/llsai.pdf
The successful strategies for improvement used in Schools of Ambition are well in line with the principles and purposes of Curriculum for Excellence. The Schools of Ambition programme has provided those schools involved with support and a focus for transformational improvement. Like all other schools, those in the Schools of Ambition programme have operated within the context of various local and national policies.
As Curriculum for Excellence moves into an intensive and important phase of implementation, all schools are involved in constructing a curriculum which provides high quality learning experiences to meet the needs of every young person. These learning experiences are informed by the values, purposes and principles of Curriculum for Excellence. What successful Schools of Ambition have achieved and how they have done so provides useful lessons for transformational improvement through Curriculum for Excellence. Successful Schools of Ambition are well placed to continue their own journeys towards achieving excellence for all.
Many successful Schools of Ambition recognise that transformational improvements have been brought about by successfully changing attitudes, beliefs and practices within the school. By addressing barriers to success and by developing the capacity for leadership at all levels, many schools in the programme have shown notable improvement.
Children in Scotland News Service 24.5.10

BRITAIN'S 'BIG SLIDE' GIVES IT WESTERN EUROPE'S WORST INFANT DEATH RATE 
Britain has the worst child mortality rate in western Europe, according to new international figures.
The UK has 5.3 deaths per 1,000 live births and lags behind other high income countries, the research shows. Although the rate is not rising, those behind the research said the level of neo-natal care in Britain needed examination.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
Social workers and police feel 'powerless' in cases of child neglect

By Janaki Mahadevan
Children & Young People Now
25 May 2010 

More than a third of social workers and police officers say they have felt powerless to intervene in suspected cases of child neglect, research by Action for Children reveals.

A survey of 490 police officers and social workers, who have contact with under 18-year-olds, revealed that half also believe early intervention is the key to ensuring suspected neglect cases are dealt with effectively.

When asked why the professionals felt helpless when coming across such cases, nearly a third said not meeting the threshold for social work intervention was a problem. Sixteen per cent of respondents also said they are seeing more cases of neglect compared to a year ago.

Action for Children's chief executive, Dame Clare Tickell, said: "It's a real concern that frontline professionals are telling us that not only are they are seeing more cases of neglect, but feel they can't intervene as soon as possible.

"We rely on frontline professionals to identify cases of neglect and work with others to give families the help they need - but only when these barriers are removed can they protect the most vulnerable and neglected young people and children."

The charity is now calling on the coalition government to support a cultural change, which will shift the balance away from crisis intervention towards early intervention in order to help identify struggling families and offer support at the earliest opportunity.

Rosalind Turner and John Dixon, joint chairs of the Association of Directors of Children's Services and Association of Directors of Adult Social Services policy committee said: "It takes a strong multi-agency approach to identify and tackle neglect at an early stage. This includes all professionals who might come into contact with the children suffering from neglect; health staff, social workers helping adults in the family with mental health or addiction issues, and universal children's services, such as schools and children's centres.

"It is important that those working on the frontline have up- to-date skills and training to ensure that they know what action to take when they suspect neglect." 
HCF Comment: This is based on consultation work in England. It will be interesting to see comparable research in Highland once GIRFEC is firmly embedded in practice across the area. Initial anecdotal information from colleagues in schools indicate that changes such as the Police information forms have already greatly added to the understanding of children’s behaviors.

Glasgow Herald   26 May 2010
Jobs blow at children’s agency

At least 6% of the workforce at the Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration will be axed this year despite it facing a record workload and new complex reforms.
The body, which decides whether to hold hearings for Scotland’s most troubled and troubling youngsters, last night confirmed it was seeking voluntary redundancies and early retirements.

The Herald understands that as many as 40 posts, mostly experienced reporters on the frontline, will be lost by the end of the financial year.

The SCRA yesterday said some 30 individuals had already agreed to leave the organisation by the end of March 2011. Some have already done so.

It is downsizing just as it enters what insiders describe as a crucial phase in its history.

The number of children’s hearings reached an all-time record of just under 43,000 last year, partly as the number of toddlers and babies referred to the system shot up after the Baby Peter tragedy in London and the death of Brandon Muir in Dundee.

Sources have described serious anxieties over their ability to protect Scotland’s most vulnerable children – those who offend or are offended against – with fewer reporters.

The SCRA is also about to be hit by a major overhaul with a new SNP bill on children’s hearings going through the Scottish Parliament. 

Insiders acknowledged they expected the SCRA to be hit with budget cuts of between 15% and 20% over the next three years – the worst-case scenario being modelled by police forces like Lothian and Borders as the Scottish Government braces itself for up to £4 billion in cuts over the lifetime of the current UK Parliament.

Karen Whitefield, Labour’s spokesman for children and young people in the Scottish Parliament, yesterday warned that losing SCRA staff would hurt youngsters. 

She said: “We all know the public sector is going to face some difficult times. But even the loss of 6% of workers will inevitably have consequences for the service provided to some of Scotland’s most vulnerable children.

“We are talking about losing experienced reporters from the system just as it goes into the most extensive overhaul it has had since it was set up more than 40 years ago. I am concerned about job losses as the volume and complexity of cases increases.”

Whitefield said staff cuts would hit hardest in areas with the worst social issues and most child referrals to the reporter, in areas such as Glasgow and North Lanarkshire.

Some children’s hearing insiders fear the future of the system – which Whitefield called the Jewel in the Crown of Scottish social care – could be in doubt if cuts continue.

Bill Aitken, the Tory justice spokesman in the Scottish Parliament, yesterday said he was sorry to hear of the cuts but stressed that savings could be made by channelling offenders aged 14 and over into adversarial youth courts rather than child-centred hearings. Such a move would be a huge blow to those in the hearing system desperate to retain the unique ethos set up under the Kilbrandon reforms of 1968. 

A spokeswoman for the SCRA yesterday stressed that it remained committed to driving improvements despite developing a business plan to take account of the current and forecast economic outlook.

She said the body’s scheme for voluntary redundancies and early retirements had been agreed with Unison, the public sector union. She added: “We have also embarked on a significant programme of modernisation and organisational change that will deliver new working practices and new roles over the coming 12 to 18 months.

“Children remain our first priority, and all of the changes we are making today and tomorrow are about enhancing the quality of the service we provide to children and young people.”

Children in Scotland 26.5.10
ALIEN ADVENTURE COMIC AIMS TO TEACH SCOTS SCHOOL PUPILS HOW DEMOCRACY OPERATES 
A comic book, 'Councils of the Galaxy', looks at democracy through the medium of pupil councils.

Scotsman

Click here to read more
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