Children’s Champions Briefing Note 22nd December 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE NEW “HEADINGS STYLE” IS LARGELY WELCOMED BY READERS. WE WOULD WELCOME FURTHER FEEDBACK TO ENSURE THAT WE ARE PROVIDING THE SERVICE THAT BEST SUITS YOU. 
The Forum wishes all the readers of the Bulletin the warmest good wishes for the coming Festive Season!
The Forum staff will be taking leave over the Christmas and New Year period and the office answer machine will be off.

From the Calman Trust
“This is an unashamed tout for business!

The Calman Trust are pleased to announce that their new social enterprise cafe, Artysans, is open for business. The cafe employs and trains young people in catering, retail and hospitality skills, and is aimed at supporting young people who have struggled to access training or employment, or who may be experiencing homelessness. However the main objective is to provide great quality coffee (roasted on site), excellent light lunches, and a mouth watering range of cakes and baking, in a friendly and welcoming environment. We are located in Strothers Lane Inverness (opposite T K Maxx) and there is convenient parking at the Rose Street car park. We are not opening with a blaze of publicity, but want to invite our friends, and ask them to invite their friends, to come and give the cafe a go, and give us the benefit of your custom, advice and feedback so that we can build a strong and vibrant business.

Look forward to seeing you.

Andrew Nixseaman,  Operations Manager  Calman Trust Ltd”
HCF Comment: Purely in the interests of accuracy in the bulletin the HCF Development Manager risked his gastric system and conducted trials for the Calman Trust’s new venture! He is delighted to report that the visit to “Artysans” went extremely well and it can be thoroughly recommended not only because it supports young people but primarily because it is an excellent venue with sharp décor and excellent produce! [The baking was thoroughly tested and can be recommend] Calman also have an outside catering venture which recently won considerable acclaim for their work catering for the Highland Cross charity evening – a contract that they won on commercial merit.

Together    State of Children’s Rights in Scotland: Inverness Winter Seminar

25th January 2011   Time: 10am - 2pm        Location: Council Chambers, Inverness

The seminar draws on the findings and recommendations of the Together's State of Children's Rights Report (2010), and will explore how progress can be made towards achieving the recommendations. This seminar is targeted at all professions working for or with children in the voluntary sector and in local and national governmental/statutory bodies.

· Book a place for a seminar here.
HCF Comment: The Forum is delighted to be associated with Together in the organisation of this seminar.
The National Guidance for Child Protection in Scotland 2010 launched

by Scottish Government
Download the National Guidance for Child Protection in Scotland 2010 here.
Report Card 9 highlights material inequality in UK children

by Unicef             Download the Report Card 9 here. 
Report tackling human rights and equality in the voluntary sector launched

by British Institute of Human Rights
Download the Human Rights and Equality in the Voluntary Sector Report here. 
Under age Sexual Activity - Meeting the Needs of Children and Young People and Identifying Child Protection Concerns     the Scottish Government 
Download the ‘Under – age Sexual Activity’ guidance here. 
A Day of Discussion: In the Best Interests of the Child?

Children in Scotland    Date: 9th February 2011         Location: Glasgow

Find out more about ‘In the best interests of the Child’ here.
Early Years Framework – Putting theory into practice

 Children in Scotland   Date: 23rd February 2011         Location: Glasgow
Book your place at the Early Years Framework seminar here.
CYP Now Bulletin 17.12.10
Child poverty set to rise in the next three years
Guardian     Click here to read more
HCF Comment: Institute of Fiscal Studies Report
Learning Teaching Scotland 17.12.10

School statistics   Scottish Schools Online website updated 

Learning and Teaching Scotland, on behalf of Scottish Government, has published new information on the Scottish Schools Online website including this year's attainment statistics for all secondary schools.  www.LTScotland.org.uk/scottishschoolsonline/
Children in Scotland News Service 17.12.10
EARLY YEARS PROVISION IS FAILING TO TACKLE POVERTY, SAYS CHARITY 
TESS     Click here to read more
BABIES TO GET SIX VACCINES IN JUST ONE VISIT TO A GP SURGERY 
Herald    Click here to read more
Children in Scotland News Service 20.12.10
HOW TO BE A GOOD PARENT: TELL YOUR KIDS IF THEY'RE FAT   
Sunday Herald     Click here to read more
Children in Scotland News Service 21.12.10 

JOINED-UP SERVICES ARE THE KEY TO OUR CHILDREN'S FUTURE 
Opinion piece by Bronwen Cohen on the findings of the Working for Inclusion programme, Herald    Click here to read more
Scottish Government 22.12.10
P1 teeth result 'best ever recorded'
HCF Comment: These results are heartening and the new initiative in deprived communities is to be welcomed. HCF consultations have previously found difficulties for young adults with learning difficulties in accessing dental care. The sharing of this testimony with senior managers in the NHS Dental service led to rapid changes in policy and practice.
Children in Scotland News Service 22.12.10

75,000 SCOTS CHILDREN ON HYPERACTIVITY DRUGS 
Scotsman      Click here to read more
SMILES ALL ROUND AS CHILD TOOTH DECAY TARGETS MET 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
10% OF YOUNG ADULTS 'FAIL BASIC LITERACY TEST' 
Scotsman    Click here to read more
CHILDREN IN POVERTY 'NEED LIFE CHANCES NOT EXTRA CASH' 
Guardian  Click here to read more
 

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
















Listening to Children and Young People – Speaking with Policy Makers
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