Children’s Champions Briefing Note 21st January 2011
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

State of Children’s Rights in Scotland: Together Winter Seminars   by Together and Highland Children’s Forum
25th January 2011, 10am – 2pm, Council Chambers, Inverness
This seminar draws on the findings and recommendations of the Together’s State of Children’s Rights Report (2010), and will explore how progress can be made towards achieving the recommendations. This event will be of interest to all professions working for or with children in the voluntary sector and in local and national governmental/statutory bodies. 

» Find out more about the Inverness Seminar here.
CYP-Now Bulletins 13.1.11
Single parents to be hit hardest by welfare shake-up
Ceop launches resources to help vulnerable children to stay safe online
Children in Scotland News Service 13.1.11

WOULD-BE TEACHERS MAY FACE BASIC SKILLS TEST 
Scotsman    Click here to read more
From Learning Teaching Scotland 13.1.11
Review of Teacher Education in Scotland 
 
Teaching Scotland’s Future http://www.reviewofteachereducationinscotland.org.uk/
 
The Donaldson report was published this week. Follow the link to the Review’s website for Teaching Scotland’s Future and Press Release.
HCF Comment: The Forum submitted comment to the Review based on testimony given by children and young people in Highland. This stressed that in a limited number of cases the children and young people believed that their teachers did not have the correct personal attitudes, communications skills and/or understanding of additional needs issues. It is heartening to read in the Report that these same factors have been more widely identified and recommendations made to address them.

CYP Now Bulletin 14.1.11

Parents face charges for child maintenance services
Children in Scotland News Service 14.1.11

SCOTS TEACHERS 'NOT IN COMMAND' OF SUBJECTS
CULTURE OF EXCELLENCE MISSING, REVEALS TEACHING REPORT 
Scotsman   Click here to read more
INCOME LINK TO PARENTING SKILLS    Scotsman    Click here to read more
LEADER: URGENT REFORM NEEDED TO HALT DECLINE IN SCHOOL STANDARDS 
Scotsman     Click here to read more
CURFEWS MAKE YOUNG OFFENDERS WORSE    Scotsman    Click here to read more
SIX MONTHS OF BREASTMILK ALONE IS TOO LONG AND COULD HARM BABIES, SCIENTISTS NOW SAY 
Scotsman    Click here to read more          Guardian    Click here to read more
DIVORCING PARENTS TO GET HELP AGREEING ON CHILD MAINTENANCE 
Guardian    Click here to read more
TEACHER TRAINING SHAKE-UP    TESS  Click here to read more    Click here to read more
SCHOOL LUNCHES 'REDUCE TRUANCY'      BBC     Click here to read more
Learning Teaching Scotland 14.1.11

The Scottish Government 

Gold standard for teachers http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/01/13142036
Education Secretary Michael Russell has said as he welcomed recommendations to improve the way candidates for teacher training are selected.

FROM TESS

1. Donaldson ponders past, present and future of teacher education
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6067601
2. Hands up if leadership course has made you a braver, bolder teacher

http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6067612
Inclusion Scotland E Bulletin 14.1.11
RNID survey finds shop hearing loops 'not usable'
Disability benefit cuts 'could breach law'
Charities fight cut to DLA mobility component
Cutting the mobility allowance for disabled people is surely the meanest cut of all
Specialist Disability Employment Support – a call for evidence
http://dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2010/disability-employment.shtml 

The call for evidence closes on 28 February 2011

HCF Comment: This has a potential impact on young people with additional needs going through transition to the workplace.
Scottish Government Self Harm Consultation – Service User Views
http://www.kwiksurveys.com/onlinesurvey.php?surveyID=HCMNLF_9d93cfbd
You can also contact the address below to have a copy of the survey emailed to you on naomi@capsadvocacy.org or tel: 0131 538 7177

Highlands and Islands Equality Forum Roadshows 2011
These will focus on:

· Equality Act 2010

· Climate Change – How will vulnerable people weather the storm?

For more information on the roadshows click here
CYP Now Bulletins 17.1.11

Barnardo's chief executive calls for government focus on child sexual exploitation
Scottish Government News Service 17.1.11
Take Life On   Parents urged to increase children's physical activity.
CYP Now 18.1.11

Clegg announces paternity leave overhaul
CYP Now In Practice Bulletins 18.1.11
Low income 'can hinder effective parenting'
Firms reluctant to recruit working mothers
Children in Scotland 18.1.11
MIXED REACTION ON PROPOSAL TO INCREASE PAID PATERNITY LEAVE 
Herald    Click here to read more 

LAW SOCIETY ADVOCATES CLASS ACTION TO HELP SCHOOLCHILDREN 
Herald    Click here to read more
VITAMIN D AND WEANING ADVICE FOR NEW SCOTTISH MOTHERS     Click here to read more
CYP Bulletins Now 19.1.11 

 Expansion for Prince's Trust social work training scheme
Grandparent carers face tough challenges, reveals report
Allen review recommends early intervention body to promote best practice
HCF Comment: Generally based on a review done in England for the Department Of Work and Pensions.
CYP Bulletins In Care 19.1.11

Barnardo's chief executive calls for government focus on child sexual exploitation
Third Sector National Media Briefing 21.1.11

Disability charities have expressed concern that support for families caring for disabled children at home will become more difficult because of benefit cuts. See The Guardian 
The Prince's Trust has warned that failure to act on youth unemployment will devastate communities.  See the Daily Mirror 
Learning Teaching Scotland 21.1.11

The Scottish Government

Parents urged to play, talk, read http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/01/20105714#      Play Talk Read website
Young Scot Extra http://www.youngscotextra.org/
Young Scot Extra aims to support 16+ by providing useful info on making the first steps to independent living with a focus on health, employability and financial inclusion.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
















Listening to Children and Young People – Speaking with Policy Makers

Unit 6, 15 Lotland Street, Inverness, IV1 1 ST

Telephone and Fax  01463 223000
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