Children’s Champions Briefing Note 18th August 2011
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.
Girls on the Move Leadership Course Highland 2011 
Date: 10th - 14th October 2011        Type of course: Award in Dance Leadership

Length of course: 5 days (residential)      Venue: Alltnacriche Centre, Aviemore

Partners: Coaching Highland and Youth Highland

Girls on the Move Leadership courses use practical, fun activities to give young women aged 16-24 the opportunity to gain leadership skills and qualifications.

Applications are particularly welcome from young women from the Highlands who: live in disadvantaged communities, have experienced homelessness, have disabilities or mental health issues, are living in care, are from black and ethnic minority communities, are mothers of young children. 

It’s a really great experience for those who take part so please circulate this information to any young women you work with and encourage them to apply. 
www.girlsonthemove.org.uk or contact Lois Marshall, Girls on the Move Development Worker, girls@youthscotland.org.uk  0131 554 2561.
CYP Now Bulletin 10.8.11
Carers need training to reduce suicide risk

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Social_Care/article/1083775/carers-need-training-reduce-suicide-risk/
HCF Comment: Some of the data in the article goes form the Westminster Government and relates to the policies in England but the issue is relevant to Highland.
Teach vulnerable children how to spot exploitation, government urged
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/1083781/Teach-vulnerable-children-spot-exploitation-government-urged/
HCF Comment: This article is based on a pilot project being run in West Sussex.

The Military children

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Joint_working/article/1083765/the-military-children/
HCF Comment: Although many of the issues in the article are relevant to Highland the majority of the examples relate to RAF bases.

Children in Scotland’s News Briefing 10.8.11
SCOTS PARENTS COULD FACE COURT ACTION FOR USNG AN UNSUITABLE BABYSITTER 
Scotsman   Click here to read more
CALL FOR ACTION OVER DEATHS IN CHILD BIRTH 
Doctors are calling for action to reduce the "worrying" number of women in the UK who die in pregnancy and shortly after childbirth.   Herald    Click here to read more
CYP Now bulletin 11.8.11
Teen pregnancy found to be contagious among siblings

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Health/article/1084465/teen-pregnancy-found-contagious-among-siblings/
Children in Scotland News Service 12.8.11

PARENTS WORRIED ABOUT TEACHER ‘NEGATIVITY’
A new study by the Scottish Parent Teacher Council has found that some parents are worried about the ‘negativity’ of teachers since the launch of Curriculum for Excellence.
Herald   Click here to read more

OPINION: LESSONS FOR TEACHERS, PARENTS AND PUPILS

Herald   Click here to read more
 
CHILDREN SHOULD BE HEARD
Bernadette Monaghan the recently appointed National Convener of Children’s Hearing Scotland considers the planned reform of the children’s hearing system.   Herald Click here to read more
 
SCHOOLS MUST TAKE THE LEAD ON DISCIPLINE
Guardian  Click here to read more
15.8.11
EXPERTS LINK DEPRESSION TO ABUSE IN EARLY LIFE
New study led by the Institute of Psychiatry shows childhood abuse can double the risk of depression in later life.
Scotsman  Click here to read more

ABUSED CHILDREN TWICE AS PRONE TO DEPRESSION
Guardian   Click here to read more
 

MOTHERS WARN OF CUT IN HOME BIRTHS BY STEALTH
Hundreds of women join an online campaign to protect the right to give birth at home following suggestions the service could be closed in some areas.
Scotland on Sunday    Click here to read more
HCF Comment: Staff recently heard an unconfirmed report of a situation in Argyll where two midwives were put up in a bed and breakfast establishment on an island for two weeks to be ready to deliver the baby of a lady who had opted for a home birth. If correct, this is a very high level of service provision and in line with politicians’ aspirations to support islands and remote and rural communities.
 

PARENTS READ THE RIOT ACT
Dani Garavelli challenges the view that "feckless" parents should be blamed for the actions of their children who joined in last week's riots.
Scotland on Sunday    Click here to read more
 

WASTED YOUTH
Business leaders warn more has to be done to engage young people in the world of work.
Scotland on Sunday    Click here to read more
 

 

GLASGOW GANG PROJECT SEES OFFENDING DROP
BBC Scotland    Click here to read more
18.8.11

NUMBER OF YOUNG JOBLESS SCOTS UP BY 5,000 

Scotsman    Click here to read more
EVENT

IMPROVING LIFE CHANCES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE: ENGAGEMENT EVENTS

Register your interest to attend one of a series of engagement events around the country to help shape Scottish Ministers’ plans for policy and new legislation aimed at bringing added impetus to the delivery of improved outcomes  for children and young people. 

Where and when?     4 October – Inverness, Ramada Hotel
Booking arrangements

To register please go to http://bookings.shscevents.co.uk/all/2787 and click ‘register now’
In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on celia@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
















Listening to Children and Young People – Speaking with Policy Makers
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