Children’s Champions Briefing Note 11th November 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.

IN AN ATTEMPT TO REDUCE THE PHYSICAL SIZE OF THE BULLETIN WE HAVE REDUCED THE ARTICLES TO MAINLY A HEADING AND A LINK TO A FULLER ARTICLE. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY FEEDBACK THAT YOU HAVE TO OFFER ON THIS CHANGE. 

THE BULLETIN EXISTS TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE READERSHIP -

DOES THIS REDUCED FORMAT GIVE YOU THE INFORMATION THAT YOU REQUIRE? 
Children in Scotland Policy Update 11.11.10
News
Child protection online, 05/11/10 [E/NI/S/W] 
The Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) Centre has received 6,291 reports in the last reporting year, an increase of 880 on the previous year. For more information click here
Consultations

Consultation on the draft Public Services Reform (General Teaching Council for Scotland) Order 2011 
Deadline 22/11/10  For more information click here
Equality Duty: Detailed Proposals - Consultation on Public Sector Equality Duty Draft Regulations and Order 
Deadline 26/11/10 For more information click here
National Insurance credits changes – public consultation [E/S/W]
Deadline 26/11/10 For more information click here
Towards an Autism Strategy for Scotland 
Deadline 09/12/10 For more information click here
Consultation on the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (Remedial) (Scotland) Order 2010 
Deadline 23/12/10 For more information click here
Included, engaged and involved part 2: a positive approach to managing school exclusions 
Deadline 29/12/10 For more information click here
Consultation on Responding to Self-Harm in Scotland 
Deadline 31/12/10 For more information click here
Healthy Start consultation [E/NI/S/W]
Deadline 31/12/10 For more information click here
Parliamentary Proceedings 
Legislation in progress
Alcohol etc (Scotland) Bill (S]
Autism (Scotland) Bill 
Children's Hearing's (Scotland) Bill 
Patient Rights (Scotland) Bill 
Savings Accounts and Health in Pregnancy Bill (E/NI/S/W]
Debates
Stage 1 Report on Patients' Rights (Scotland) Bill, 04/11/10  For more information click here
Savings Accounts and Health in Pregnancy Grant Bill, 04/11/10 [E/NI/S/W] 
 For more information click here
Education Committee concludes Stage 2 consideration of the Children's Hearings (Scotland) Bill, 03/11/10  For more information click here
Justice Committee takes evidence on Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Bill, 02/11/10 
For more information click here
Finance Committee looks at preventative spending in early years, 02/11/10 
For more information click here
Savings Accounts and Health in Pregnancy Grant Bill 2010-11, 02/11/10 [E/NI/S/W] 
For more information click here
Motions
Child Detention Motion, 05/11/10 
For more information click here
Written Answers
Children's Hearings Bill Written Answer, 04/11/10 
Written Answer given in response to Jim Hume's (LD) question For more information click here
Children's Hearings Bill Written Answer, 04/11/10 
Written Answer in response to Elaine Murray's (Lab) question For more information click here
Voluntary Sector Written Answer, 04/11/10 
Written Answer given in response to Anne McLaughlin's (SNP) question. For more information click here
Documents and Statistics
Child protection online, 05/11/10 [E/NI/S/W] 
For more information click here
Reported road casualties in Great Britain: quarterly provisional estimates Q2 2010, 04/11/10 [E/S/W] 
For more information click here
Youth Violence in Scotland: Literature Review, 01/11/10 
For more information click here
Domestic Abuse, Housing and Homelessness in Scotland: An Evidence Review, 01/11/10 
For more information click here
C&YP Bulletin 12.11.10
Welfare reform white paper 'threatens child poverty target'
Top 20 misconceptions young people have about cancer revealed
Learning Teaching Scotland 12.11.10

Additional support for learning

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/11/10161533
Biometric identification systems in schools: Guidance for education authorities, learning establishments and schools

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/11112141/0
HCF Comment: This guidance covers systems such as the “finger print” identity/ access system used in some school library systems. The Forum is aware that some of these systems were installed in Highland and that there were queries about them from some parents/carers.
Children in Scotland News Service 12.11.10        

INQUIRY DEMANDED INTO NEW CURRICULUM 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
SCOTS TEACHERS' FEARS REMAIN OVER CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE 
Herald Click here to read more
EDUCATION HAS BEEN PROTECTED FOR TOO LONG, WARNS COUNCIL BOSS 
TESS  Click here to read more
Children in Scotland News Service 15.11.10  

HALF OF SCHOOL PUPILS HAVE SEEN BULLYING 
Scotsman Click here to read more
FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT FOR CHILDREN'S SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT SCHEMES 
Sunday Herald  Click here to read more
THE NEW WEAPON IN TURNING CRIMINALS AWAY FROM A LIFE OF CRIME: THEIR KIDS 
Click here to read more
NOISY HOMES 'HIT NURSERY LEARNING' 
Scotland on Sunday Click here to read more
WE'RE IN IT TOGETHER 
Two articles in Scotland on Sunday 

Click here to read more       Click here to read more
Children in Scotland News Service 16.11.10

MOTHERS-TO-BE WHO SMOKE 'TURN BABIES INTO FUTURE CRIMINALS' 
Children whose mothers smoke heavily during pregnancy are more likely to become repeat criminal offenders, research suggests.  Scotsman       Click here to read more
Learning Teaching Scotland 17.11.10
The Scottish Government 
 
News release: Tackling bullying http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/11/16100804
 

Related publication: A National Approach to Anti-Bullying for Scotland's Children and Young People http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/12120420/0
 
New evidence for benefits of early intervention http://www.engageforeducation.org/2010/11/new-evidence-for-benefits-of-early-intervention/
 
The research shows that 'in the medium term, effective support for children from before they are born until the age of eight, could save Scotland’s public services up to £131 million a year'.
A summary of the research, Financial Impact of Early Years Interventions in Scotland', is available to download from the Scottish Government website.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Research/by-topic/children-and-young-people/EarlyYears
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