Children’s Champions Briefing Note 16th September 2011
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.
Children in Scotland 12.9.11
TEACHERS TO VOTE ON STRIKE OVER PENSIONS  Scotsman   Click here to read more
 
OSBORNE GIVEN STARK WARNING ON CUTS' IMPACT
Guardian  Click here to read more
 
'CLIMATE OF FEAR' LEADS TO KNIVES IN CLASS  

Scotland on Sunday  Click here to read more
CYP Now Bulletin
Schools unofficially exclude challenging children

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Education/article/1090928/schools-unofficially-exclude-challenging-children/
HCF Comment: This article is based on research in England. However there is a steady, if small amount, of testimony from parents and carers suggesting that such practices do occur in Highland.
Learning Teaching Scotland 13.9.11

The Scottish Government 

Advancing Professionalism in Teaching:  Report of the Review of Teacher Employment in Scotland
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/13091327/0
This report has been published today by the Scottish Government.
The Scottish Parliament

Committee launches inquiry into educational attainment of looked after children
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-11/cellc11-s3-003.htm
Children in Scotland News Service 13.9.11

TV APPEAL AIMS RAISE £1.5m FOR CHILDREN
Scottish Government agrees to match up to £1.5m for children's projects raised by the STV Appeal 2011.   Scotsman   Click here to read more
FOSTERING IN CRISIS AFTER NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN CARE ROCKETS
Scotsman   Click here to read more
 
BEING A DAD MAKES LESS OF A MAN    Guardian   Click here to read more
ONE HAMMER BLOW AFTER ANOTHER FALLS ON THE YOUNG
Guardian    Click here to read more
 

EVERY CHILD A LOSER  Guardian   Click here to read more
CYP Now Bulletin 14.9.11
Children 'set up to fail' by post-custody supervision

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Youth_Justice/article/1091710/children-set-fail-post-custody-supervision/?DCMP=EMC-CONInCare
UK parents struggle to find time to be with their children
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Joint_working/article/1091715/uk-parents-struggle-find-time-children/?DCMP=EMC-CONCYPNow%20Daily
Learning Teaching Scotland 14.9.11

The Scottish Government
 
1) Review of teacher employment http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/09/13103511
 
2) Government responds to McCormac report http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/09/13110556
 
Children in Scotland News Service 14.9.11

SCHOOLS BRANDED 'INFLEXIBLE AND TOO PRESCRIPTIVE' 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
PEER TUTORING MAY OFFER REAL BOOST TO PUPILS  Herald  Click here to read more
Scottish Government 14.9.11

Reform of post 16 education

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/09/14142913
Children in Scotland News Service 15.9.11

SCOTS COLLEGE NUMBERS MAY BE SLASHED IN REFORM PLANS 
Herald  Click here to read more
UNIVERSITIES FACE HUGE SHAKE-UP IN ADMISSIONS 
Guardian  Click here to read more
Children in Scotland News Service 16.9.11
PUPILS AND PARENTS BACK BELT IN SCHOOL 
Scotsman  Click here to read more
Guardian Click here to read more
 

PANEL TARGETS EDUCATION GAINS  Scotsman   Click here to read more
HELD BACK BY WORST TEACHERS  Scotsman  Click here to read more
ROW OVER NEW PANEL TO RAISE STANDARDS IN SCOTS SCHOOLS 
Herald  Click here to read more
 
ONE MILLION FAMILIES FACE FUEL POVERTY 
Herald  Click here to read more
 
PARENTS UNABLE TO PAY PLANNED MAINTENANCE FEE, POLL SHOWS 
Guardian  Click here to read more
Herald  Click here to read more
THE WAKE-UP CALL OF BABY P   Guardian  Click here to read more
MCCORMAC FLEXIBILITY PLANS FACE RESISTANCE 
TESS   Click here to read more
CHILDREN ARE BEING LET DOWN, CLAIMS CHARITY  TESS  Click here to read more
EARLIER ACTION IS NEEDED ON EARLY LEARNING  Scotsman  Click here to read more
In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Celia Baxter, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on celia@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
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