Children’s Champions Briefing Note 16th December 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE NEW “HEADINGS STYLE” IS LARGELY WELCOMED BY READERS. WE WOULD WELCOME FURTHER FEEDBACK TO ENSURE THAT WE ARE PROVIDING THE SERVICE THAT BEST SUITS YOU. 
CYP Now Youth Justice Bulletin 9.12.10
Young offenders offer advice on reducing youth crime
HCF Comment: This is based on work undertaken in England but has strong lessons for services across the country. One of the Forum’s consultation projects this year is based on working with young people who have experience of the youth justice system
Learning Teaching Scotland News Bulleting 10.12.10
Pre-Birth to Three: New National Guidance
Children in Scotland News Service 10.12.10
CHILDREN HURT AS THEY TRY TO STOP DOMESTIC ABUSE OF THEIR PARENTS   Scotsman   Click here to read more
LIFESAVING LINE FOR PARENTS AIMING TO OFFER 24/7 SERVICE 
The ParentLine helpline receives a growing number of calls from parents living in fear of violence from their teenage children.   Scotsman   Click here to read more
PISA STUDY REVEALS SOCIAL RIFT, DESPITE RUSSELL'S CHEERS 
TESS   Click here to read more
EHRC Bulletin 10.12.10
Launch of comprehensive report on childcare
Scottish Government Budget
Read the Scottish Government's Equality and Budget Advisory Group's report on the Scottish Government website.

 

Making fair financial decisions in Scotland
The Commission in Scotland has recently published new research 'Counting the Cost'  into the extent to which local authorities in Scotland take into account their public sector duties when making financial decisions.

Disability Harassment Inquiry - meeting with families, friends and survivors


Learning Teaching Scotland 10.12.10
Working for Inclusion: the role of the early years workforce in addressing poverty and promoting social inclusion
CYP Now Bulletin 13.12.10
More than £800m set aside to provide short breaks for disabled children
HCF Comment: If this is new money set aside by the Westminster Government it a percentage should appear in the Scottish Government settlement in due course. This will restart the discussion over the failure of the Scottish Government to “ring fence” the previous funds that came to Scotland under the “for Every Disabled Child Matters” programme in England.
One in five young carers struggle to cope over the Christmas period
HCF Comment: This is a deeply concerning but realistically self evident situation. As services scale back for the Festive break, young carers who also need the opportunities for a break as much as anybody in statutory services, are exposed to even greater demands on them. 

INCLUSION SCOTLAND Bulletin 10.12.10

Disabled people 'twice as likely' to miss out on careers, courses and holidays
HCF Comment: The evidence of this national survey strengthens the case for increased commitment to proper transitions processes so that skills and life chances are protected and improved.
Young? Deaf? Share your experiences
The survey will be available online until the end of January 2011. 
Together News Bulletin 3.12.1o

In the Best Interests of the Child?  by Douglas Hamilton, Save the Children

Read the full ‘Best Interests’ article here. 
Child Health Rights, What Do You Know? Young Parents Speak Out

by Action for Sick Children Scotland     Watch the DVD here. 
Poverty Information Resource Guide

by the Poverty Alliance   » Download the Poverty Information Resource Guide here. 
Scottish Government launches consultation to tackle child poverty

Closing Date: 7th January 2011          The consultation paper is available here. 
Equality Act Conferences  Equality and Human Rights Commission
17th February 2011 - Inverness  Find out more about ‘Equality Act conferences’ here.
Getting Children's Rights Right   Children in Scotland
 5th April 2011: Edinburgh  » Book your place at the Getting Children’s Rights Right seminar here.
Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
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