Children’s Champions Briefing Note 12th January 2011
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

State of Children’s Rights in Scotland: Together Winter Seminars   by Together and Highland Children’s Forum
25th January 2011, 10am – 2pm, Council Chambers, Inverness
This seminar draws on the findings and recommendations of the Together’s State of Children’s Rights Report (2010), and will explore how progress can be made towards achieving the recommendations. This event will be of interest to all professions working for or with children in the voluntary sector and in local and national governmental/statutory bodies. 

» Find out more about the Inverness Seminar here.
From Learning Teaching Scotland 7.1.11
Scottish Qualifications Authority

Show Racism the Red Card http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/36420.html
SQA believes in a multicultural and inclusive Scotland where there is no place for racism. SQA provides, as part of its social responsibility activities, support in kind for the Show Racism the Red Card Creative Competition.

Show Racism the Red Card is a UK wide anti-racism charity which produces anti-racism educational resources that harness the high profile of professional footballers to help combat racism.

SQA has agreed to run the 2011 Competition and full details are at www.sqa.org.uk/redcard. You can also visit the campaign website at www.theredcardscotland.org
Inclusion Scotland’s E Bulletin 7.1.11
Inclusion Scotland Welfare Reform Briefing 

Have recently written a briefing on the changes to welfare reform - To access the briefing visit the Inclusion Scotland website.

A copy of a ministerial letter on how the Comprehensive Spending Review will affect disabled people is also available on the website .

Learning Teaching Scotland 10.1.11

Children's Hearings http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/01/07104736
The Highland Council
 
Strategic review of Highland school estate set to begin in Caithness http://www.highland.gov.uk/yourcouncil/news/newsreleases/2011/January/2011-01-07-01.htm
 
CYP Now Bulletin 11.1.11
Lack of play policy is devastating the sector
HCF Comment: This is based on financial decisions in England. HCF has helped found a partnership of third sector organisations bidding to undertake a review of play strategy in Highland.
Families of newborns among hardest hit by cuts
Children in Scotland News Service 11.1.11

LACK OF RESOURCES BLAMED FOR PROBLEMS IN SCOTS NURSERIES 
Herald    Click here to read more
HOW 30-SECOND BURSTS OF EXERCISE CAN DO MORE GOOD THAN 30 MINUTES    Scotsman       Click here to read more
CYP Bulletin 12.1.11
Housing allowance changes could force poor families to frequently move home
Together Bulletin 12.1.11
"Meaningful Participation": facilitating learning for pupils with visual impairment and additional difficulties     by the Scottish Sensory Centre 

Date: 18th January 2011      Location: The Royal Blind School, Edinburgh 

» Find out more about the “Meaningful Participation” training here. 

Supporting Deaf Pupils with Additional Learning Needs     by the Scottish Sensory Centre   Date: 18th January 2011     Location: Scottish Sensory Centre, Edinburgh 

» Find out more about “Supporting Deaf Pupils” training here. 

Cerebral Visual Impairment: An Educational Perspective   by the Scottish Sensory Centre    Date: 27th January 2011      Location: RNIB Edinburgh 

» Find out more about “Cerebral Visual Impairment” training here. 

Voice of the Child in the Judicial System   by Children 1st 

Date: 10th February 2011        Location: Central Edinburgh 

» Find out more about the ‘Voice of the Child in the Judicial System’ conference here. 

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.
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