Children’s Champions Briefing Note 11th August 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.

More than 100,000 young people 'abandoned' on incapacity benefit

By Joe Lepper
Children & Young People Now
4 August 2010 

The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) has revealed that more than 100,000 young people have been "abandoned" on incapacity benefit.

The benefit is largely aimed at those with a long-term illness and over 50-year-olds who are unable to find work.

But latest figures show that there are 99,630 18- to 24-year-olds and 1,240 16- to 17-year-olds receiving the benefit.

Among the 18- to 24-year-olds, 20,000 have been receiving incapacity benefit for more than five years.

The government is concerned about the number of young people receiving incapacity benefit as the support offered with it is not tailored to their age group.

A DWP spokeswoman said young people on the benefit had effectively been "abandoned".

"While some of these young people need the intensive support, there will be others who want to work but have been shuffled on to the old-style sickness scheme without any real long-term view of how to help them get off benefits and into a job," she added.

Girlguiding UK launches petition against airbrushed images

By Beth Cassidy
Children & Young People Now
4 August 2010 

Young members of Girlguiding UK have launched a petition today (4 August) urging Prime Minister David Cameron to introduce compulsory labelling of digitally altered images in magazines and adverts.

Girlguiding UK will use the petition to lobby the government to enforce tighter control on the media’s use of airbrushed images. It believes that young girls who see these images are subjected to "unrealistic pressures" which can seriously damage their self-confidence.

The last annual Girlguiding UK Girls Attitude Survey published in July 2009 revealed that out of more than 1,000 girls half of those aged 16 to 21 would consider having cosmetic surgery to change their appearance. The survey also revealed that 42 per cent of girls aged 11 to 16 have tried dieting or cutting down on certain foods to improve how they look.

Natalie Fontaine, a Girlguiding member, warned: "Most of us have no idea how significantly these pictures are altered and young girls are shocked when they realise that the images they have of celebrities and models are not a reality. We think it is really important to highlight how serious this issue has become and demand action to protect all girls and young women."

Girlguiding UK has raised concerns that the use of airbrushed models and celebrities exposes young girls to body shapes that are "unobtainable" and that a more realistic picture of women’s bodies would make a big difference to young girls’ self-esteem.

Lucie Russell, director of campaigns at mental health charity YoungMinds, echoed this. "Girls and young women need to grow up feeling good about their bodies," she said. "Airbrushed images create an environment where girls are constantly comparing themselves to something that isn’t real and can’t be achieved. It only serves to make girls and young women feel bad about who they are, rather than secure and content. Compulsory labelling will help young women to see models’ and celebrities’ bodies as they really are and not the fantasy created by the industry."

The campaign is supported by eating disorder charity Beat and equalities minister Lynne Featherstone, who is due to meet with key figures in the fashion industry in the autumn to discuss what can be done to improve young people’s body confidence. Fellow Liberal Democrat MP Jo Swinson has today called for the banning of airbrushed images in adverts targeting children and young people under 16.

The petition will be open for three months before being handed over to David Cameron.

From Parenting Across Scotland Newsletter 6.8.10
Families in the recession

In the autumn, we ran a telephone helpline survey of parents. PAS helpline partners, ParentLine Scotland, Capability Scotland, One Parent Families Scotland and Stepfamily Scotland asked callers about their experiences of parenting in the recession. Read what we found
Research

Growing Up in Scotland
New findings from the first four years of the Growing Up in Scotland study were recently published with special reports on: children's behaviour at entry to primary school; health inequalities in the early years; the circumstances of persistently poor children and maternal mental health and its effect on child development.  Read more about the findings
Relationships matter
A recent study of adult couple relationships explores the issues and situations which cause stress and considers how couples can be better supported in order to improve the quality of family life and minimise the risks for children associated with paternal separation. Read more about the research

GMC calls for evidence on doctors' role in child protection

By Ross Watson
Children & Young People Now
6 August 2010 

The General Medical Council (GMC) is calling for evidence on the roles and responsibilities of doctors in child protection work.

The GMC hopes the evidence will help it to understand the difficulties doctors can face and identify areas where additional guidance would be of value. Open until 24 September, the call for evidence is aimed at children and young people, their families and carers, other health professionals, social workers, police and lawyers.

After the September deadline, the GMC’s working group will then develop draft guidance and a major public consultation will be held next year, which will allow everyone with an interest in child protection the opportunity to comment on the draft guidance. 

"We are keen for anyone who has been involved in child protection to share their views and experiences. We want to know what is and what is not working and how matters could be improved," said Niall Dickson, GMC chief executive. "This will help us produce clear and effective guidance for doctors to support them when working with families or treating children who may have been neglected or abused."

The GMC wants evidence to focus on four key areas, including what problems may arise in relation to consent and confidentiality when doctors work with children and their families. Other areas include evidence of doctors’ relationships with parents, carers and wider family members, how they work with other professionals and their experience and knowledge when dealing with child protection issues.

The GMC announced plans to review its guidance last month after suspending GP Jerome Ikwueke for 12 months for failing to do more to prevent the death of Baby Peter.

From Values in Action Scotland 6.8.10
As you will know, the current UK government are looking at reviewing DLA entitlement from 2013 and introducing new medical assessments. Mencap are currently conducting a survey to find out how people with learning difficulties use their DLA. This will help in any campaigns. It would be good to circulate this as widely as possible as this is a UK issue. You can see information on it by clicking www.viascotland.org.uk/research.
Children in Scotland 10.8.10
YOUNG WHO FEAR 'DOLE DESTINY' 
Thousands of young people from jobless families could be destined to join their parents in the dole queue because of extremely low levels of confidence and a failure to master the basics of time-keeping and correct dressing, a study by the Prince's Trust warns today.

Guardian       Click here to read more
Study highlights employment struggle of young people from jobless families

By Lauren Higgs
Children & Young People Now
10 August 2010 

Young people from jobless families are far more likely to be unemployed than their counterparts from working homes, a Prince's Trust study has found.

The Destined for the Dole? research, which questioned more than 2,000 16- to 24-year-olds, found that 70 per cent of young people from workless homes had struggled to find a job, while almost one in five expected they would end up on benefits.

A quarter of young people from jobless homes said their parents lack the skills to help them find a job, 20 per cent said seeing their parents out of work made them anxious about finding a job, while nine per cent said they had never even considered what sort of career they could do.

The report also found that growing up in an area with high levels of unemployment has a long-term impact on young people’s confidence.

Almost half of young people living in areas of high unemployment said they have no role models whose careers they admire, 40 per cent said they worry they will never find a good job and a quarter feel depressed as a result of living in their area.

Despite this, more than three-quarters of the young people said that finding a good job is their top priority for the future. More than six out of 10 also claimed that having more volunteering opportunities in their local area would help them find a job.

Martina Milburn, chief executive of The Prince’s Trust, said too many young people are facing a cycle of worklessness.

"It is a tragedy to think that so many feel condemned to a life on benefits," she warned. "Only by giving young people skills, confidence and positive role models can we help them break out of this unemployment trap.

"If we fail to stop these disadvantaged young people becoming disadvantaged adults, this cycle will continue to blight these families for generations to come."

Survey reveals that three-quarters of young people volunteer

By Janaki Mahadevan    Children & Young People Now    11 August 2010 

A survey of more than 6,000 young people has revealed that three-quarters make a positive contribution to society by regularly volunteering.

Conducted by youth charity the Jack Petchey Foundation, the survey shows that the majority of young people are engaged in politics, have a strong sense of social responsibility and are not interested in fame and fortune.

The Listen Up! report, based on a poll of more than 6,000 11- to 25-year-olds and the result of focus groups in schools and youth projects, found that just two per cent of young people say becoming famous is very important and only 12 per cent admire wealth. 

The charity is now urging politicians and the general public to recognise what young people do and give them the encouragement and support they need.

Trudy Kilcullen, chief operations officer at the foundation, said: "The report confirms what we see every day in the young people we work with -- that the overwhelming majority of them have a real ambition to make something of their lives and a strong sense of social responsibility. These are the citizens of the future and they deserve to be listened to, encouraged and respected."

Other findings reveal that 45 per cent of young people believe politicians do not genuinely care about them. When asked what they want the government to do for young people, 26 per cent said abolish tuition fees for university students and 16 per cent said create more apprenticeships and job opportunities.

Nearly two-thirds of respondents said adults misunderstand them and more than three-quarters said that most attention is given to a minority of troublemakers rather than the young people who are making positive contributions to society.
HCF Comment: The statement that “the majority of young people are engaged in politics…” seems quite challenging. Comments from young people with additional support needs suggest that they are definitely on the margins of “political” activity in schools and society in general. Given the nature of the survey sample it is likely that the young people completing the survey were naturally more inclined towards political activity than the generality of young people and especially those with additional support needs.
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