Children’s Champions Briefing Note 11th November 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.

From Together Newsletter 4.11.10
Children’s Commissioner warns that early years implementation must improve urgently 

by SCCYP 

Scotland's Commissioner for Children and Young People has published a study on Scotland's Early Years Framework warning that the implementation of the Early Years Framework could be compromised. Scottish Government needs to set a clear lead and local authorities and health boards need to pool resources to intervene early with vulnerable or troubled families to prevent problems such as child neglect and behavioural difficulties from continuing from one generation to the next. » Read more about the SCCYP report here. 

Play Scotland welcomes Common Sense Approach to Health and Safety 

by Play Scotland 
Lord Young, the Prime Minister’s adviser on health and safety law and practice, has published his report ‘Common Sense, Common Safety’. His proposals have been welcomed by the play sector as they encourage a more balanced approach to risk assessment. 

» Read more about ‘Common Sense, Common Safety’ and its impact on the play sector here. 
Resources 

Valuing Children's Potential - How children's participation contributes to fighting poverty and social exclusion 

by Eurochild 

This publication demonstrates, through the description of concrete case studies, how children and young people can participate and get involved in decisions affecting their lives and how their participation can contribute to the fight against child poverty and social exclusion. 

» Download ‘Valuing Children’s Potential’ here. 
Children's Handbook Scotland - newly updated 2010/11 edition 

by Child Poverty Action Group 

The Children's Handbook Scotland is the comprehensive guide to benefit and tax credits where children are living away from their parents. 
» Download the ‘Children’s Handbook Scotland’ here. 
A guide to the UN disability convention 

by Equality and Human Rights Commission 

The document sets out information on the rights in the UN Convention for the Rights of Persons with a Disability, how it works in practice, and how it can be used to improve people’s lives. The guide is aimed at disabled people and organisations working on their behalf. It is as relevant to children as it is to adults. 
» Download the guide to the UN Disability Convention here. 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities : Will it help disabled children in the UK? 

by Zoe Picton–Howell 

This article provides a useful overview of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with a Disability and its relationship with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

» Read the UNCRPD article here. 
Disabled children: a legal handbook 

by Steve Broach, Luke Clements and Janet Read 

This is an authoritative, yet accessible, guide to the legal rights of disabled children and their families in England and Wales. The authors expertly navigate the many, often overlapping, sources of law, explaining the difference between what public bodies must do to support disabled children and that which they may do.  » Find out more here. 
Respectme Conference 2010 

by respectme 

Date: 16th November 2010 
Location: Glasgow, Crowne Plaza 

respectme is hosting Scotland's fourth National Anti-Bullying Conference on Tuesday 16 November 2010 to mark Anti-Bullying Week. There is still time to book at a special rate: buy one place, get one free!   » Book your place at the respectme conference here. 

World Day for the Prevention of Child Abuse 

by Children 1st 

Date: 24th November, 6pm-7.30pm 
Location: Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh 

Hosted by Jackie Baillie MSP, this event will be a valuable opportunity to hear young people's views and experience around violence, and to contribute to debate around what we can do to prevent all forms of violence against children and young people. 

» Find out more about the World Day for the Prevention of Child Abuse here. 

Listening to children - Research and consultation 

by Centre for Research on Families and Relationships 

Date: 24th January to 1 st April 2011 
Location: University of Edinburgh 

Listening to Children is a ten-week training course designed for those who work with children and young people who want to improve their skills of research and consultation. 

» Find out more about Listening to Children here. 

Funding & Awards

The John Watson's Trust 

Deadline: 5th November 2010 

The Trust awards educational grants to under 21 year olds who are in a situation of disadvantage and/or have additional support needs. 

» Read more about the John Watson’s Trust here. 

The Woodward Charitable Trust 

Deadline: 30th November 2010 

Applications can be made by UK registered charities working with or in the following areas: Social and ethnic minority groups, prisoners and ex-offenders, homelessness, violence and abuse, arts outreach, disability, environment and addiction. 

» Find out more about the Woodward Charitable Trust here. 

Volant Charitable Trust 

Deadline: 28th January 2011 

Registered charities whose purpose is to alleviate poverty and social deprivation with particular emphasis on children and women's issues have the opportunity to apply for funding through the Volant Charitable Trust.  » Find out more about the Volant Charitable Trust here. 

Websites: PAMIS
PAMIS have launched their new website which contains a
link to their Facebook page and a directory of all the Changing
Places toilets in Scotland. You can download the directory on the website. Alternatively email pamis@dundee.ac.uk  or phone 01382 385 154 for a hard copy. 

Children in Scotland News Service 8.11.10

CHILDREN NEED PARENTING CLASSES TO BREAK CYCLE OF POVERTY - FIELD 
All children should be given parenting classes at school as part of a strategic move to tackle child poverty, says the UK government's poverty adviser Frank Field.

Guardian  Click here to read more
RISE IN NUMBER OF CHILDREN TRAFFICKED INTO SCOTLAND
S*X SLAVE ORDEAL OF 17-YEAR-OLD SPOTLIGHTS EVIL TRADE 
Scottish Refugee Council warns increasing numbers of children, some as young as 14, have been trafficked into Scotland for s*xual exploitation, domestic servitude, forced labour and the drugs industry.

Scotland on Sunday  Click here to read more
CYP Now Daily 9.11.10
Children put at risk by failure to engage men in protection cases
Social workers are endangering the lives of vulnerable children by failing to engage with men in child protection cases, the Fatherhood Institute has warned.

Children in Scotland News Service 9.11.10

SCRAP COUNCIL CONTROL OF SCHOOLS, URGES EXPERT 
Scottish state schools should be removed from council control and funded directly by the Scottish Government, a leading educationalist will argue today. Keir Bloomer, an independent education consultant, believes the current system, in which power lies with 32 local authorities, is outdated and does not allow individual schools to adapt to local needs.

Herald  Click here to read more 
CYP News 10.11.10
Lack of opportunities for youth cancer trials is slowing treatment improvement
Treatment for young cancer patients is improving at a slower rate than that available for younger children and older adults because there are fewer opportunities to partake in clinical trials,...

Parent participation stops disabled children from going into care
Involving parents in planning short breaks provision can directly reduce the number of disabled children who end up in care, Together for Disabled Children (TDC) has claimed.

Tool will measure the achievements of thousands of foster children
Foster Care Associates (FCA) has developed a monitoring tool which aims to provide a detailed picture of how foster care supports children.

Children in Scotland News Service 10.11.10

FRESH DEMAND TO HAND POWER TO HEADTEACHERS 
A call by a leading educationalist to scrap local government control of state schools has led to demands for a "massive power shift" from politicians to headteachers.

Scotsman  Click here to read more 
HEADTEACHERS CRITICISE SCHOOL FUNDING LOTTERY
A historic agreement between the SNP Government and councils has led to a postcode lottery of school funding, headteachers have claimed.

Herald  Click here to read more
TEACH CHILDREN PARENTING TO BREAK POVERTY CYCLE, SAYS MP
More should be done in schools to teach children about parenting, according to Scottish politicians, children's charities and parents' groups.

Herald  Click here to read more
HCF Comment: Also attached to the e mail version of the bulletin is the Children in Scotland MSPs’ briefing on the alcohol bill
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