Children’s Champions Briefing Note 1st September 2010
The attached are extracts from news and political briefing services accessed by Highland Children’s Forum. We hope that you find them of interest and assistance.

Consultation Toolkit

In support of the very welcome move by partners in the Joint Committee on Children and Young People to require wider consultation with young service users we would encourage you to look at the Scottish Government funded consultation toolkit available on the Forum website www.highlandchildrensforum.org/listen-to-us.asp  

If you have colleagues or staff who should be consulting with service users in support of For Highland’s Children 3 or service provision in general please direct them to the site. Gillian Newman, the Forum’s Children’s Consultation Worker on gillian@highlandchildrensforum.org will be happy to give advice on using the toolbox.

Few single parents able to find jobs with flexible arrangements

By Ben Cook
Children & Young People Now
24 August 2010 

There is a distinct lack of jobs offering flexible working arrangements despite the coalition government's drive to get more single parents into work, according to new research.

A poll of more than 500 parents carried out by single parent family charity Gingerbread, found that 97 per cent had seen "no or very few jobs" advertised as being within school hours.

The survey, the findings of which were published in a report entitled Changing the Workplace: The Missing Piece of the Jigsaw, also revealed that 95 per cent had seen no or very few jobs advertised as a job share, while 62 per cent had seen no or very few jobs advertised at part-time hours.

Meanwhile, 97 per cent had seen no or very few jobs advertised as flexible in any other way.

"Perhaps the biggest problem for single parents is the continued lack of jobs that allow them to be there for their children when they need them," the report said.

It adds that with the government set to move an extra 100,000 single parents into work in 2011, by requiring them to look for work when their youngest child reaches five, flexible working opportunities are vital.

"Ambitions to have more single parents in employment and achieve cost savings can’t be achieved without it [flexible working]," the report said. "The coalition has promised to make flexible working available to all employees – we think that government should introduce this legislation before requiring single parents whose youngest child is five to look for work."

The report added that there should be an assumption that all public sector jobs should be advertised with the possibility of job share or part-time work, with managers required to set out a clear business case in situations where they consider it to be impossible.

· Download the report
Belief that girls do better at school may hinder boys' performance, says study

By Ben Cook
Children & Young People Now
1 September 2010 

Teachers' efforts to improve the educational performance of boys are hampered by the fact that, from the age of four, girls believe that they are cleverer, better behaved and try harder at school than boys, according to new research.

The University of Kent study also found that, by the age of eight, boys also believe that girls are more likely to have the "right qualities to do well at school".

The research – which involved questioning 238 children at two primary schools in Kent – also showed that children of both sexes think adults believe girls do better at school than boys.
The study concluded that such attitudes could amount to a "self-fulfilling prophecy" in which girls are perceived as performing better, do subsequently perform better, "and then expectations as to girls’ future performance are heightened".

Bonny Hartley, postgraduate researcher at the University of Kent, said the research findings highlighted the difficulties teachers face in trying to improve the performance of boys.

She added: "There are signs that these expectations have the potential to become self-fulfilling in influencing children’s actual conduct and achievement."

Children in Scotland News Service 1.9.10
GENDER BIAS IN CHILDREN 'CAN DEVELOP BY AGE OF 4' 
Girls as young as four think they are cleverer, try harder and are better behaved than boys, research suggests today.

Scotsman    Click here to read more
After-school activities 'out of reach' of poorer parents

By Ben Cook
Children & Young People Now
31 August 2010 

Nearly two-thirds of parents cannot afford to send their children to after-school activities that have a positive impact on their educational performance, according to latest research.

A poll of more than 800 parents with at least one child aged four to 18 found that 62 per cent were "saying no to vital after-school activities because they can’t afford it".

The research, conducted by charity Save the Children, also found that three out of four parents (74 per cent) "living below the poverty line" could not afford after-school activities.

Of those parents who do pay for after-school activities, nearly half (49 per cent) spend over £10 per child per week to pay for activities, while more than one-fifth (22 per cent) pay more than £20 per child per week. 

The charity said that, for many of the UK’s poorest parents, £20 per child per week is "out of reach".

Sally Copley, head of UK policy at Save the Children, said after-school activities were just as important to a child’s education as what happened during school hours.

"Children who do after-school activities have more confidence, see the world in different ways and have a stronger sense of identity. This ultimately translates into doing better in exams and getting a better job," she added. "We’re particularly concerned that poorer children are missing out as a result."

More than half (51 per cent) of the parents polled said after-school activities provided their children with "educational benefits", while 71 per cent said their children would "miss out on social skills" if they were not involved in such activities.

Donald Hirsch, head of income studies at Loughborough University’s Centre for Research in Social Policy, said: "Out-of-school activities are not just an optional extra but an important part of children’s education and development."

From Learning Teaching Scotland 1.9.10
Scottish Youth Parliament

No Knives, Better Lives & SYP Working Together: 'We-CTV' http://www.syp.org.uk/wectvlaunch.htm
No Knives, Better Lives is a youth engagement initiative aimed at educating young people about the dangers of carrying a knife and the devastating personal consequences it can have on their own future, as well as on their family and friends. SYP are working with No Knives, Better Lives to give young people the opportunity to create a 2 minute campaign film on knife crime.

The project SYP will be running in conjunction with No Knives, Better Lives titled ‘We-CTV’ represents the opposite of CCTV. In this project young people will be operating the cameras. They will be reporting on knife crime as they see it, using their ideas to spread the message amongst their peers.

Herald Scotland 1.9.10
Headteachers in books give lessons on authority

Children’s literature that depicts headteachers as sadistic and evil helps youngsters learn about authority, a study has found.
School-based novels encourage children to think about power and whether it is being used wisely, it is claimed.

The research at Nottingham University considered the characteristics of headteachers in 19 children’s books written since 1970. Of these, nine are portrayed negatively, from the “evil and messianic” head in The Demon Headmaster by Gillian Cross to the “sadistic, child-hating” Miss Trunchbull in Roald Dahl’s Matilda.

A further six are remote figures of power. Just one, Professor Dumbledore of the Harry Potter series, is seen positively, described as wise and moral.

Many of the novels show power can be used for evil purposes, according to the report.

It concludes: “Plots teach that unreasonable norms, those which curtail responsible freedoms, must be and can be overcome and that children who make the wrong choices must learn to be responsible. In each of these two options, it is the headteacher who is the ultimate authority with the power to sanction and reward, to discipline and punish.”

It also state that children’s literature is often more honest about the role of a headteacher than educational texts.

Professor Pat Thomson, who is presenting the research at the British Educational Research Association annual conference at Warwick University, said: “Children’s stories come clean about headteachers’ work.

“The implied reader of children’s books is a child who recognises that power can be used wisely and to ethical ends – or not; who understands that pupils can use their individual and collective power to challenge authority; and who sees that the judicial use of power is preferable to symbolic or actual violence.

“By contrast, the reader of educational administration texts is arguably someone who prefers to avoid questions about power.”

HCF Comment: Perhaps John Considine would like to share his critique of this particular piece of research…!
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