
24th July 2007
Alex Salmond

First Minister

The Scottish Executive

Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ

Dear Mr Salmond
How will Scotland use the £34m allocated to Scotland under the Barnet formula following the£340m additional funding for improving services for children with disabilities by Westminster?
Highland Children’s Forum has read that an additional £34 million is to be allocated to Scotland under the Barnet formula following the Westminster decision to provide an additional £340 million to improve services for children with disabilities in England as a result of the “Every Disabled Child Matters” campaign.

HCF is delighted if the Scottish Executive is to have this additional funding for this purpose and looks forward to seeing the benefits appearing in the lives of children in need.

However HCF is concerned that the current funding allocation mechanisms for local councils and NHS Boards do not fully recognise the additional costs of providing viable and appropriate support to children with disabilities in rural Scotland and especially in the Highlands.  HCF appeals to your administration to look at this funding increase as an opportunity to improve services by allocating the funding on a basis that recognises the needs and challenges of services attempting to meet the needs of children with disabilities in rural areas.

We look forward to hearing of your intentions in due course.
Yours sincerely,

Calum Munro
for Highland Children's Forum
Listening to children – Speaking with policy makers
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